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‘ PUBLISHER'S NOTE.

‘VE consider ourselves fortunate in being able to present

this publication to the reading-world. We are sure
that the forcible style, the convincing arguments, the
passionate pieading, and the able survey will attract the
attention of even those that hold different views from the
author of this work, and will pause to reconsider their
decisions after its perusal,

Nothing is needed to introduce the reader to the subject
4s the author himself will do it, so beautifully that, we
- do not want to stand between the reader and the author
any longer by thrusting an introduction where none is
required. We have just taken the reader to the gate from
where no formal permission or introdution is required, He

- has merely to turn over this and at once be conversant with
the author himself.

PUBLISHER.




ESSENTIALS OF HINDUTVA.

I

We hope that the fair Maid of Verona who made the im-
passioned appeal to her lover to change “ A name ” that was
“nor hand, nor foot, nor arm, nor face, nor any other
part belonging to a man ” would forgive us for this our idolat-
rous attachment to it when we make bold to assert that,
' Hindus we are and love to remain so!” We too would,
‘had we been in the position of that good Friar, have advised
her youthful lover to yield to the pleasing pressure of the logic
which so fondly urged “ What’s in a name ? = That which we
call a rose would smell as sweet by any other name!” For,
things do matter more than their names, especially when
‘youhave to choose one only of the two, or when the associ-
ion between them is either new or simple; The very fact
that a thing is indicated by a dozen names in a dozen human
tongues disarms the suspicion that there is an invariable con-
nection or natural concomitance between sound and the

ing it conveys. Yet, as the association of the word with
thing it signifies growsshoggerandlasﬁs long, so does the
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channel which connects the two states of consciousness
to allow an easy flow of thought from one to another, till 2

last it seems almost impossible to separate them. And whe
in addition to this, a number of secondery thoughts or feeling
that are generally roused by the thing get mystically entwir e
with the word that signifies it, the name seems to matter 2
much as the thing itself. Would the fair Apostle of the cree
that so movingly questioned “ What’s in a name ?” hay

liked it herself to nickname the God of her idolatry

« Paris ”’ instead of “ Romeo”? or would ke have bee

ready to swear by the moon that tipped with silver all ti
fruit tree tops, that it would serve as sweet and musical
his heart to call his “ Juliet ” by ‘ any other name * such :

for example—** Rosaline’? Nay more ; there are words whic
simply an idea in itself extremely complex or an ideal or

vast and abstract generalization which seem to take, as

were, a being unto themselves or live and grow as an orgar
ism would do. Such names though they be ‘nor hand, n

foot, mor any other part belonging to a man,’ are not |
that, precisely because they are the very soul of man.

become the idea itself and live longer than generations

men do. Jesus died but Christ has servived the ‘Rom

Emperors and that Empire. Inscribe at the foot of one’

those beautiful paintings of ‘ Madona’ the name of ‘Fatin

and a Spaniard would keep gazing at it as curiously as

any other piece of art; but just restore the name of ‘ Mado
instead, and behold his knees would loose their stifiness

bend, his eyes their inquisitiveness and turn inwards in ador

3

recognition, and his whole being get suffused with a conscious-
ness of the presence of Divine Motherhood and Love ! What
s in a name ? Ah! call Ayodhya—Honololu, or nickname
her immortal Prince—a Pooh bal, or ask the Americans to
change Washington into a Chengizkhan, or persuade a Moho-
medan to call himself a jew, and you would soon find that
the ““ open sesame " was not the only word of its type !

To this category of names which have been to mankind
subtle source of life and inspiration belongs the word
Hindutva, the essential nature and significance of which we
mean to investigate into. Theideasand ideals, the systems and
societies, the thoughts and sentiments which have centered
round this name are so varied and rich, so powerful and so
subtle, so elusive and yet so vivid, that the term Hindutva
defies all attempts at analysis. Forty centuries, if not more,
had been at work to mould it as it is. Prophets and poets
lawyers and lawgivers, heroes and historians, have thought,
lived, fought and died just to have it spelled thus! For in-
deed, is it mnot the resultant of countless actions—now

' conflicting, now commingling, now co-operating—of our whole

race ? Hindutva is not a word but a history. Not only the

spiritual or religious history of our people as at times it is

mistaken to be by being confounded with the other cognate

term Hinduism, but a history in full. Hinduism is only a
derivative, a fraction, a part of Hindutva. Unless it is made
¢lear what is meant by the latter, the first remains unintelli
gible and vague. Failure to distinguish between these two

terms has given rise to much misunderstanding and mutual
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suspicion between some of those sister communities -,

have inherited this inestimable and common treasure of ou
Hindu civilization. What is the fundamental difference i

the meaning of these two words would be clear as our arg
ment proceeds. Here it is enough to point out that
dutva is not identical with what is vaguely indicated by th
term Hinduism. By an ‘ism’ is generally meant a theor
or a code more or less based on spiritual or religious dogma :
system. But when we attempt to investigate into the essenti
significance of Hindutva we do not primarily—and certain
not mainly—concern ourselves with any particular theocrat
or religious dogma or creed. Had not linguistic usage stood '
our way then “Hinduness” would have certainly been a be
word than Hinduism as a near parallel to Hindutva. Hindu
va embraces all the departments of thought and activity |
the whole Being of our Hindu race. Therefore, to understan
the significance of this term Hindutva, we must first und o
stand the essential meaning of the word Hindu itself am
realize how it came to exercise such imperial sway over tl
hearts of millions over millions of mankind and won a lo it
allegiance from the bravest and best of them. But befo
we can do that, it is imperative to point  out that we are ,
no means attempting a definition or even a description |
the more limited, less satisfactory and essentially i
term Hinduism. How far we can succeed or are justified
doing that would appear as we proceed. :

5
II

Although it would be hazardous at the present stage of
oriental research to state definitely the period when the
foremost band of the intrepid Aryans made it their home and
lighted their first sacrificial fire on the banks of the Sindhu,
the Indus, yet certain it is that long before the ancient Egyp-
tians, and Babylonions had built their magnificient civiliz-
ation, the holy waters of the Indus were daily witnessing the
Jucid and curling columns of the scented sacrificial smokes
and the valleys resounding the chants of Vedic hymns—the
spiritual ferver that animated their souls. The adventurous
valour that propelled their intrepid enterprizes, the sublime
heights to which their thoughts rose—all these had marked
them out as a people destined to lay the foundation of a

great and enduring civilization. By the time they had
definitely cut themseives aloof from their cognate and
neighbouring people, especially the Persians, the Aryans had
spread out to the furthest of the seven rivers—'* the qufgs”

—and not only;had they developed a sense of nationa-

lity but had already succeeded in giving it *a local habit-
ation and aname ! Out of their gratitude to the genial and

perennial network of waterways that ran through the land
like a system of nerve-threads and wove them into a Being,
they very naturally took to themselves the name of *“ &H=

firgs "—an epithet that was applied to the whole of Vedic
' India in the oldest records of the world—the Rigveda itself.
~ Aryans or the cultivators as they essentially were, we can well
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u.ndersta.nd thedivine love and homage they bore to these se '
rivers presided over by ‘ the River '— the Sindhu,’ whichl
them were but a visible symbol of the common 'natio i
a.ltd culture :—ZqT &19: Rrqaar gar Ugey Ausfr : | a7 ‘-u
FuifRAr apgdear: ‘

’I.‘he Indians in their forward march had yet to meet m ‘
a river as genial and as fertilizing as these but, never c ‘
thtey forget the attachment they felt and the homage th ~.
paid to ﬂ.le #afégs which had welded them into a nati
a.n.d furnished the name which enabled their forefathers |
voice ‘forth their sense of national and cultural unity. Dow
to this day a fJ—a fgg—wherever he may happen. to -7

will gratefully remember and symbolically invoke the presen

;fi t;ets'; r:;;s that they ma\y‘r:rf;;h q:x;iT 1:1; —. 7
ReecEnsigrT guer gawEr o 9 7 79¥ 37 @ Hl‘wr%. "
AR g wrER sy ardfy &% o ko o1
? I~.Iot only had these people been known to themselves
Sindhus " but we have definite records to show that th
were known to their surrounding nations—at anyrate to on '
them—'by that very name—* @gfing ”* The syllable & ( )e i
Sa.nsk.nt Is at times changed into g (%) in some ofs
Prakrit languages, both Indian and non-Indian For "
ample. the word ¥§ has become g4 not only. in Ind.ie
Pra.kx:lts but also in the European languages too ; we ha
gar s.e.., a week, in India and ‘Heptarchy’ 11; Europe,
FaQ in Sanskrit becomes ¥z in old Hindi. qeedr
comes gIGAN in Persian and T becomes 3T ‘."

7

Wen we actually find that the Vedic name of our nation
wnféng had been mentioned as gaEg in the Avesta by
he ancient Persian people. Thus in the very dawn of histo-
4y we find ourselves belonging to the nation of the f&gs

- or Hindus and this fact was well known to our learned men

wven in the Puranic period. In expounding the doctrine
that many of the 335 tongues had been but the mere off-
shoots of the Sanskrit language the qfasy guor clearly
dites this fact and says—deFaeld qll g WAE aHgaan | 8-
s e & SRS, | g I A T qfeRaT |
Wit 1 T A TS G | SR e SR
T = | gArEgATaet o 99§41 FEEE | (AR . )
Thus knowing for certain that the Persians used to designate
the Vedic Aryans as Hindus and knowing also the fact that
we generally call a foreign and unknown people by the term
by which they are known to those through whom we come to
know them, we can safely conclude that most of the remoter
nations that flourished then must have applied thesame epithet
Hindu to our land and people as the ancient Persians did.
Not only that, but evenin the very region of the @HFNTs the
thinly scattered native tribes too, must have been knowing
the Aryans as f§gs in the local dialects in accordance with
the same linguistic law. Furtheron, as the Vedic Sanskrit
began to give birth to the Indian Prakrits which became the
spoken tongues of the majority of the decendants of these
very fggs as well as the assimilated and the cross-born
castes, these too might have called themselves as Hindus
without any influence from the foreign people. For,
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'f:he Sanskrit & changes into g as often in Indian Prakrits 2
in the non-Indian ones. Therefore so far as definite recor

r is more universally followed. Now we know it for
in that the region of the guféngs was, though very thinly,
wulated by scattered tribes. Some of them seem to have
1 triendly towards the new-comers and it is almost certain
t many an individual had served the Aryans as guides
J introduced them to the names and nature of the new
nes to which the Aryans could not be but local strangers.
» g ERENTIafE-A:  were not all or altogether
mical to the Aryans as, at times they are mentioned as
\¢ benevolent and good natured folks. Thus it is prob-
» that many names given to these great rivers by the ori-
wal inhabitants of the soil may have been sanskritised and
spted by the Aryans. We have numerous proofs of this

signate our nation and our people is HREY or gafég an
that almost all nations of the then known world seemed
have known us by this very epithet f4gs or fg s. |
So far we have been treading on solid ground of recorde
facts but now we cannot refrain ourselves from making a
occasional excursion into the borderland of conjucture,
So far we have not pinned our faith to any theory about e
original home of the Aryans. But if the most widely accep -
ed theory of their entrance into India be relied on then :
:::ur::n :l;n;snty arises as to the.ongm of the names b.y which ture in later assimilative expansion of those people
'y € new scenes of their adopted home. Did they their tongues : witness the words qeHIHel, A,
coin all those names from their own tongue ? Could they have %, wied]r (Alexandria) §&d (Selucus) etc. If this be true
done so ? Is it not generally true that when we meet - ’it is quite probable that the great Indus was known
. ; ; y f§g to the original inhabitants of our land and owing to
:221%;:3;); b:ru: ;::E:ﬂy cll:.acx;lged form so as to suit our al peculiarity of the Aryans it got changed into férg
native people there ? Of cf:ux:':eI at ﬁﬂ;fy arel g s hen they adopted it by the operation of the same rule that
scenes by names redolent with .the i ofve o new L o
ones—especially when new coloniesmem‘;z' Wi d?ar o!d e k. Sk e mit St o
T oo t::e ing &sta‘?hshed ] yre from time so immemorial that even the Vedic name f&yg
M il fp n .en.t. But this expla.n-: but a later and secondary form of it. If the epithet &Y
; y be satisfactory when it is proved that the es its antiquity in the glimmering twilight of History
name given to the new place already existed in the old coun- n the word f§g dates its antiquity from a period so remoter
try and even then it could not be denied that the other pro-. 1 the first that even mythology fails to penetrate to—trace
cess of calling new scenes by the names which they already : to its source.
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last the great mission which the Sindhus had
rtaken of founding a nation and a country, found and
hed its geographical limit when the Valorous Prince of
wlhya made a triumphant entry in Ceylon and actually
¢ht the whole land from the Himalayas to the Seas under
sovereign sway. The day when the Horse of Victory re-
med to Ayodhya unchallenged and unchallengable, the
t white Umbrella of Sovereignity was unfurled over the
perial throne of Ramac.ha.ndra the brave, Ramchandra the
xl, and a loving allegiance to him was sworn, not only by
Princes of Aryan blood but Hanuman—Sugriva—Bibhi-
na from the south—that day was the real birth-day of our
ndu people. It was truly our national day: for Aryans
| Anaryans knitting themselves into a people were born
s 2 nation.—It summed up and politically crowned the
orts of all the generations that preceded it and it handed
/n a new and common mission, a common banner, a com--
on cause which all the generations after it had consciously
unconsciously fought and died to defend.

A synthetic conception gains in strength if it finds a term
ymprehensive enough to glve it an eloquent expression.
\ose terms ST or #&gq were not so suitable as to ex-
»ss the vast synthesis that embraced the whole continent
»m the Indus to the sea and aimed to weld it into a nation.
f1ad as defined by the ancient writers was the land that lay

The activities of so intrepid a people as the fifgs or F
could no longer be kept cooped or cabined within the n
compass of the 9% or the Punjab. The vast and £
plains further stood out inviting the efforts of some st
and vigorous race. Tribe after tribe of the Hindus is
forth from the land of their Nursery and led by the
sciousness of a great mission and their Sacrificial Fire that
symbol thereof, they soon reclaimed the vast, wasted and
very thinly populated lands. Forests were felled, agri
flourished, cities rose, kingdoms thrived,—the touch of hus
hand changed the whole face of the wild and unkempt na
But while these great deeds were being achieved the Ar
had developed to suit their individualistic tendencies anc
demands of their new environments a polity that was
loosely centralised. As time passed on, the distances of 1
new colonies increased, and different peoples of of
highly developed types began to be incorporated into
culture, the different settlements began to lead a life poll
ally very much centred in themselves. The new att:
ments formed, though they could not efface the old o
yet grew more and more pronounced and powerful until
ancient generalizations and names gave way to the 1
Some called themselves F%s other Frsfis or fdggs or @
while the old generic name of the Sindhus or Hindus
first overshadowed and then almost forgotten. Not
the conception of a national and cultural unity vanis] tween the Himalaya and the Vindhya. “Strtad: g
but it assumed other names and other forms, the politics qEaraar’ it And athough it was best suited to the circum-
most important of them being the institution of a F%IQ stances which gave it birth, yet and therefore, it dmldz

s
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we breast our patriarchs and people had drunk the milk
life. Our frontier provinces which bordered the course of
jus still clung to their ancient name f&gUg. And
pughout the Sanskrit literature we find fargdaies Te-
ised as an integral and an important part of our body
tic. In the great Mahabharat war the king of fagaic
ures prominently and is said to have been closely related
the Bharats. Although the limits of the &g shifted from
we to time, yet the langauge that the people speak—did
»n and does even now mark them out as a people by them-
ves—from Multan to the sea, and the name ¢ fdt ’ which
bears is an emphatic reminder that all those who speak it
firgs and are entitled to be recognised as a geographical
ud political unit in the common-wealth of our Indian people.
though the epithet ¥Xq&S succeeded in almost over-
| adowing the cradle name of our nation in India, yet the
yreign nations seem to have cared little for it and as our
frontier provinces continued to be known by their ancient
e, so even our immediate neighbours—the Avestic
Persians, the Jews, the Greeks and others clung to our ancient
pame fégs or Hindus. They did not merely indicate the
‘porderland of Indus by this term as in days gone by, but the
whole nation into which the ancient fégs by expansion
and assimilation had grown. The Avestic Persians know us
}ns Hindus, the Greeks dropping the harsh accent as Indos
and through the Greeks almost all Europe and later o? Ame-
rica as fggs or Indians. Even Huent Sung who lived so

1 i ists in ing us firgs or &gs. Barring
the love we bore to that River of rivers—the f&g Pre with us T cang

not serve as a common name to a people that had w
Aryans and Non-Aryans into a common race and had ca
their culture—empire—far beyond the bending summi
Vindhyadri. This necessity of finding a suitable term to
press the expansive thought of an Indian Nation was 1
or less effectively met when the house of Bharat came L€
ercise its sway over the entire world. Without ente
into speculations as to who this Bharat was—the Vedic :
rat or the Jain one—or what was the exact period at wi
he ruled, it is here enough for us to know that his name
been not only the accepted but the cherished epithet
which the people of &atad and FIFUTTY delighted to
their common motherland and their common cultural emp
Thus as the horizen opened out to the South we find thatj
centre of gravity had very naturally shifted from the @gR
to the Gangetic Delta and the name gHEY or MIET
RFOTT gave way to the politically grander expression #
‘which included in its sweep all that lay between the
layas and the Seas. This is most clearly indicated by 1
definition of our Nation attempted at a period when 1
vast conception must have been dawning over the minds
-our great thinkers. We have met with no better attempt. 3
deﬁne our position as a people than the terse little couple 5’
the A=IgUW “SoTeagRer feamda afgug | I TERG W
WA Y arael”? 1
- But this new word #R@a§ could not altogether supp: ¢
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Although Indians were by no means cut off from t.he out(;

: le world before the rise of Buddhism and a.ltl.lough thelrvYorl
and ourland as “Hindusthan” as if in fulfilment of the wi tivities had already assumed such dm‘xensmns cf:i;o« s;/;" et
of our Vedic fathers who were first to make that choic t occassion to our patt:iotic poet‘law-gwers to e

But a name by its nature is determined not so muck ] ARIRRAS: | @ & G mgﬁq;zmﬁﬂmed e
what one likes to call oneself but generally by what otk as far as the present argumen.t is :011; ddhis;n re(iuires
like to do. In fact a name is called into existence for! tional life of In.dia, after the nsteto uaLbout t,hls i
very purpose. Self is known to itself immutably and with iefly to be con51der<?d. Be(.:ause i wzs A -
‘a name or even without a form. But when it comes in cont pen political enterprise having expose ki ek
orconflict with a non-self then alone it stands in need of a n pssibilities of expansion in our own .la.nd na : yar‘ld %
if it wants to communicate with others or if others p er ) overflow its limits to an exfent unewdenc«:ll(): i(;r:ense g
in communicating with it. It is a game that requires two mmunications with the outside world grewNot S
play at. If the world insists that a teacher or a wit must Jore extensive than in the days gone by. ol Vi

‘handed down as an ‘g%’ ora ¢ &l 1T well then ! stsiders began to knock at our doors more h]: bR
inspite of his liking, is very likely to be remembered as su en imperatively than they ever had done.d ol B
If the name chosen by the world for us is not directly agz hese political developements the great anf Righteoum.ﬁs"

-our liking then it is yet more likely to shadow all other nar hat set in motion ‘‘ the wheel of the law omul__(’f ey

we might bear witness ‘ qpit ’, GIAGR, G474 °.  But if 1 nade India the very heart—the very e
world hits upon a word by which they would know us as o the then known world. To countless m p. il 0
redolent of our glory or our early love then that word suls from Misar to Mexico, the land of the Sin ;1: e

tn not gnly to shadowbut to survive every other name 1 he land of their Gods and (?odmen.. Thousan ; th};xlgnms
may have. This fact added to the circumstances whi from distant shores poured into ﬂns country f;:m thlsj,salandnds

‘brought us first into close contact and then into a fierce conf f scholars, preachers, sages and saints wentmide e

‘with the world at large, soon enabled the epithet Hindu - o all the then known world. But as Abe'on e ouioer

-assert itself once more and so vigorously as to push into ¢ isted in recognising us 1.,y our. ancient name .

ground even the well beloved name of ¥Ra@e itse “ Hindu ” both these in-coming and outgoing Pprocesses
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a few examples as that of Afganisthan being called as
AT by the Parthians, very rarely indeed had the foreig
forgotten our cradle name or prefered the new one %
Down to this day the whole world knows us as*




16 17

helped mightily to render that epithet to be the most
minent of our national names. The necessity of political
deplomatic correspondence with various states, who k
us as Hindus or Indus, must also have, by making it
cumbent on our people to respond to it, revived the us
this epithet first side by side with and then at times e
instead of the name Bharatkhand. !
But if the rise of Buddhism had thus enabled this epu

to grow in prominence through-out the world and made
more and more conscious of ourselves as Hindus, then stra
to say the fall of Buddhism only carried this process
than ever. :
We fear that the one telling factor that contributed to
fall of Buddhism more than any other has escaped that
tailed attention of scholars which it deserves. But as
subject in hand does but remotely involve its treatme
here we cannot treat it here in full. All that we can.
here is to make a few general remarks and leave them to !
expounded and detailed out to a more favourable occasi
if the work be not done by others better fitted to do it. C
it be that philosophical differences alone could have ma
our nation turn against Buddhism? Not wholly:—fi
these differences had been there all along and even flouri :
side by side with each other. Can it be the general inaniti
and demoralization of the Buddhistic church itself ?
wholly:—for, if some of the Vihars sheltered a loose, lazy a
promiscuous crowd of men and women who lived on o -
and spent what was not theirs on disreputable persuits

yet, on the other hand the line of those spiritual giants

Arhats and Bhikkuz had not altogether ended : nor had

scenes been peculiar to the Buddhistic Vihars alone !

these and many other short-comings would not have

tracted such fierce attention and proved fatal to Buddhistic

ver in India had not the political consequences of the Bud-

istic expansion been so disastrous to the national virility

1 even the national existence of our race. No prelude to a
yast tragedy could be more dramatic in its effect in fore-
dowing the culminating catastrophy than that incident

the life of the Shakya Sinha when the news of the fate of

little tribal republic of the Shakyas was carried to their
mer Prince when he was just laying the foundation
one of the Buddhistic church. He had already enrolled
flower of his clan in his Bhikku-sangha and the little
akya Republic thus deprived of its bravest and best,
| an easy victim to the strong and warlike, in the very
time of the Shakya Sinha. The news when carried to
m is said to have left the Enlightened unconcerned. Centu-
»s rolled on : the Prince of the Shakyas had grown into
v Prince of Princes—the Lokjit—the great conqueror of
prlds. The confines of his little Shakya state expanded and
mbraced the confines of India ; and as if to give a touch of
petical precision and poetical justice, the woeful fate that
d overtaken the tribal republic of Kapil-Vastu befell the
hole of Bharatvarsha itself and it fell an easy prey to the
: and warlike—not like Shakyas of their own kith and
in but—the Lichis and Huns! Of course the Enlighten
2
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ed would perhaps remain as unaffected as ever even if ents as great if not greater and things as holy and more

news could ever reach him like the first. But the rest '
Hindus than could not drink with equanimity this cup abled them to be what they were. So, we do not think
bitterness and political servitude at the hands of tho

whose barbarous violence could ill be soothed by the m
mouthed formulas of f§&T and spiritual brother-hood, a
whose steel could ill be blunted by the soft palm leaves a
thymed charms. We do not mean to underrate—mu
less accuse—the services of the great brotherhood and :
Divine Mission. We have only to point out the concon
tance that is too glaring to escape the attention of any s
dent of History. We know that it could easily be press
against this statement that, the greatest and even power
Indian Kings and Emperor known, belong to the Budd hi
period. Yes—but known to whom ?—to the Europeans ai
those of us who have unconsciously imbibed not only
thoughts but even their prejudices. There was a time wh
every school history in India opened from the Mahomeds
invasion because the average English writers of that tin
knew next to nothing of our earlier life. Lately the gene
knowledge of Europe has extended backwards to the rise |
Buddhism and we too are apt to look upon it as the first ar
even the most glorious epoch of our history. The fact
it is neither. We yield to none in our love and admira: »
and respect for the Buddha—the Dharma—the Sangh
They are all ours. Their glories are ours and ours th
failures. Great was Ashoka the Devapriya, and greater we
the achievements of Buddhistic Bhikshus. But achiev

rgan and ended with the Mauryas alone—or was a conse-
quence of their embracing Buddhism. Buddhism has con-
quests to claim but they belong to a world far removed from
his our matter-of-fact world—where feet of clay do not stand
ing, and steel could be easily sharpened, and geof—thirst—is
po powerful and real to be quenched by painted streams
hat flow perennially—in heavens. These must have been
he considerations that must have driven themselves home
» the hearts of our patriots and thinkers when the Huns
nd Shaks poured like volcanic torrents and burnt all that
hrived. The Indians saw that the cherished ideals of their

e—their thrones and their families and the very Gods they
prshipped—trampled under foot, the holy land of their
yve devastated and sacked by hordes of barbarians so inferior
) them in language, religion, philosophy, mercy and all the
it and human attributes of man and God ;—but superior to
hem in strength alone !—strength that summed up its creed.
two words—Fire and Sword! The inference was clear.
ar also was the fact that Buddhistic logic had no argu-
snt that could effeciently meet this new and terrible dual-
n—this gd, this strange bible of Fire and Steel. So the
ders of thought and action of our race had to rekindle
ir Sacrificial Fire to oppose the Sacrilegious One—to re-open
mines of Vedic fields for steel—to get it sharpened on the
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altar of F@ —“the Terrible”, so that 7grH® —the “S
of the Times” be appeased. Nor were their anticipaf
belied. The success of the renovated Hindu arms was
disputed and indisputable. Vikramaditya who drov

foreigners from the Indian soil and Lalitaditya who cal
and chastised them in their very dens from Tartary to 1
golia—were but compliments of each other. Valour
accomplished what formulas had failed to do. O
more the people rose to the heights of greatness
shed its lustre on all departments of life. Poetry and
losophy, art and architecture, agriculture and comme
thought and action felt the quickening impulse which
sciousness of Independance and strength and Victory al
can radiate. The reaction as usaul was complete even t
fault. “ Up with the Vedic Dharma !”” “Back to the Ved a
The national cry grew louder and louder, more and more
perative, because this was essentially a political necessity

ts of peace and righteousness than in the conquests of
1s.”  Nobly she tried : ah ! so nobly as to make herself ridi-
»us in the eyes of Lust and Lucre :—had she not issued Ro-
edicts to the effect that the very water be strained before
was poured out for horses and elephants to drink, so as te
ble the tiny lives in the waters to escape immediate death?
) had she not opened corn-throwing centres in the midst of
s seas that fish be fed in her oceans, while men had not ceased
feed on fish in other oceans of the world, nor had the very
) ceased to feed on each other ! Nobly did she try to kill
ing by getting killed—and at last found out that palm
ves at times are too fragile for steel! As long as the
wole world was red in tooth and claw and the
tional and racial distinctions so strong as to make men
atal, so long if India had to live at all a life whether spirit-
or political according to the light of her soul, she must
ot loose the strength born of national and racial cohesion.
$0 the leaders of thought and action grew sick of repeating
» mumbos and umbos of Universal Brotherhood and,
tterly complained—
¥ @ }9 ffgar sguET frgAr ) ¥ siar §TBRI g
WS | sqarEEta ¥ A w5 g G g gia-
e arar: 6 6 7 Fft | Jorhi T 9O fAaNZH TS |
: RedqRadmisard | (9ea )’ And  when
barbarian hordes of the Shaks and the Huns—who

\ad ravaged their fair lJand that had in utter confidence
¢lad herself in a Bhikkus’ dress, changed her Sword for Rosary

nd had taken to the vows of #fg&r and non-violence—were:

propagate a universal religion. “ Go, ye Bhikkus, to all:
ten directions of the world and preach the law of Rightec
ness I’ Truly, it was a law of Righteousness—it had no ulter
end in view, no lust for land or lucre quickening its ste
_and grand though its achievements were it could not era
cate the seeds of animal passions nor of political ambitic

such an extent as to make it safe for India to change
Sword for a Rosary. Even then, to set an example, .
India declare her will to “take more pleasure in the ct




~ in him which we admire and prize in ourselves is likely to |
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expelled beyond Indus and further, and a strong natio
state was firmly established, then it was but natural t
the leaders of our race should have realized what an imme
amount of strength could be derived if but the new natio )
state was backed up by a Church as intensely national.
‘Moreover every thing that is common in us with our

threatening attitude. Nationalist tendencies refused to
with our national independance and accept a foreign
querer as our over-Lord. But if that foreign invader
spened to be favourably inclined towards Buddhism, then
was sure to find some secret sympathisers in the Indian
idhists all over India : even as Catholic Spain could always
mies weakens our power of opposing them. The foe that b | some important section in England to sympathise with
nothing in common with us is the foe likely to be most bi n' ir efforts to restore a Catholic Qyna.sty in anland. Not
ly resisted by us, just as a friend that has almost everyth y this but dark hints abound in our afxel.ent records to
how that at times some foreign Buddhistic powers had
etually invaded India with an express national and reli-
yus aim in view. We cannot treat the history of this
iod exhaustively here but can only point to the half sym=
Jic and half actual description given in one of our Puranas
the war waged on the SR : by the Z[FUR (the
ing of the Huns) and his Buddbhistic allies. The record tells
in a mythological strain how a big battle was fought on
¢ banks of the river ‘ggr "', how the Buddhistic forces made
hina the basis of operation *(FARIGITEY JEAMTFITAL ),
sw they were reinforced by contingents from many Bud-
istic nations: FMRTMEA! SYRAT( Sgh= AGH: | -
w1 ggF ggaRyanil” and how after a tough fight the
Buddhists lost it and paid heavily for their defeat. They
Jhad formally to renounce all ulterior national aims against
India and give a pledge that they would never again enter India
ith any political end in view. The Buddhists as individuals
1 nothing to fear from India—the land of toleratmn-—.but
they should give up all dreams of endangering the national

the friend we love most. The necessity of creating a bitt
sense of wrong and invoking a power of undying resista
especially in India that had under the opiates of Universalis
and Non-violence lost the faculty even of resisting sin
crime and aggression, could best be accomplished by cutting ¢ )
even thesemblance of a common worship—a common Churel
which required her to clasp the hand of those as her co
ligionists whose had been the very hand that had strangle
her as a nation. What was the use of a universal faith ths
instead of soothening the ferociousness and brutal egoism
other nations only excited their lust by leaving India d
fenceless and unsuspecting ? No; the only safe guards i
future were valour and strength that could only be born
a national self-consciousness. She had poured her '
blood for sophistry that tried to prove otherwise ! 4

The reaction against the universal tendencies of Buddhisr
only grew more insistent and powerful as the attempt to e
establish the Buddhist power in India began to assume |
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life of India and her independance @32 ﬁ!ﬁh

TTE FA AL T A FIRIZE AN (KR gh

And thus we find that institutions that were the pec
marks of our nation were revived:
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to get identified with Buddhism. When the nation grew
wsely selfconscious as an organism would do and was in
t conflict with the non-self, it instinctively turned to
' the line of division and mark well the position it occu-
which could not be wiped away even under the Buddhi so as to make it clear to themselves where they exactly
:;ay, grev: lm popularity to such an extent that klngs sl and to the world hgw they were unmistakebly a people
ﬁ:‘:‘s elt it a distinction to be called “ FUTTEAIGAG; themselves—not only a racial and a national but even
gleaction 0 ¥ :'"ﬁm*’ (Aeea wographical and political unit. On the southern side of
g NS métltuhon grew so strong that country the natural and stratagic limits were already
nt::?;; fmtlst: wasthaa.lmo.st gethng iden.tiﬁed with it. “f ed, sanctioned and sanctified. The frame-work of the
. t tries to dr'aw a line of demarcation b ) and boundless seas in which our southern peninsula is
\lve\en l‘ls.a.nd foreigners “SIgavieraRE IRART T HG is almost poetical in its grace and perfection. The
awm‘{m‘ 9@ |1.” From this it was bu wzeaT”’ had pleased the eyes of generations of our
natural step to prohibit our people from visiting shores w s and patriots. But on the north western sides of our
i .unc-ong.eniajl—in some cases fiercely hostile—to . ion the commingling of races was growing rather too un-
peculiar institutions as these and where our people could = smonious to be healthy and our frontiers too shifty to be
be expected to receive the protection that would enable Therefore it would have been a matter of surprise if
keep.up the 5pi.rit and letter of our faith. Reckless as intense spirit of self-assertion that had found so benigh
reaf:f:lon was, it was perfectly intelligible when viewed asylum under the patronage of the #gmhr@ of Ujjain
po.lmcally; for, do ‘Wwe not frequently meet with patrio 1 not made our patriots turn to this pressing necessity of
tl\mkers even now in our land who would stand for laws pr wing a frontier line for us that would be as vivid as ef-
hibiting our men from emigrating to nations where they 2 ive. And what could that line be but the vivacious yet
sure to be subjected to national disabilities and dishono erful stream—the River of rivers—the “ &g ”? The day
Thus it was political and national necessity that was : which the patriarchs of our race had crossed that stream
once the causé and the efiect of the decline of Buddhism ceased to belong to the people they had definitely left
. Budc.ihsm had i_ts geographical centre of gravity n hind and laid the foundation of a new nation—were Te-
t‘lvlhere. ' So it was: an m})eraﬁw need to restore at lez 1 into a new people that, under the quieting star of new
e national centre of gravity that India had lost in attemp »e and new mission, were destined by assimilation and by
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and achievements, can never be so effective an.d perma-
a source of ever [rising consciousness of. gratitude and
b as a name that, besides being reminiscent of such
smal achievements and beloved personal tonch.&s, is in.
jon to it associated with some great beneﬁcxe-nt and
\nial natural phenomena. The emperor Bharat is gone
gone also many an emperor as great I—but the f@g goes
r ever : for ever inspiring and iertﬂhsmg our sense oi
ude ,vivifying our sense of pride, renovating the a.nclen:
Jories of our race,—a sentinal keeping watch over the desti~
of our people. Itis the vital spinal cord that conn;::af
remotest past to the remotest future. T¥1e na.fne
sjates and identifies our nation with a river h'ke that,
ts nature on our side and bases our national life on a
\dation that is, so far as human calculations a.re concern~
as lasting as eternity. All these considerations must
» fired the imaginations of the then leaders of .thought
| action and made them restore the anci:ant Vfdlc nz::ne'
our land and nation fager—the “UTHIEAT FTHHY I.
['he epithet fngeaTa besides being Vedic had also a ctxntou‘s)
antage which could only be called luck? and yet 1s .
sstantial to be ignored. The word f4g in &e&ga does now
mean the Indus but also the sea—*‘ GHALWAT _
) girdles southern peninsula—so that this one word‘ @y
ats out almost all the frontiers of our land at a su'xgle-
oke. Even if we do not accept the tradition tlolat the n@
1 is only a branch of the & which falls in two .ﬂow-
streamsontheeastemandw&temslopesoitheﬂmda

expansion to grow into a race and a new polity that ¢
only be most fittingly and feelingly described as g or

Nor was this attempt to identify our frontier line witl
river Indus an innovation. In fact it was but the naf
consequenee of the great war-cry of the national revivz
“ Back to the Vedas.” The Vedic State based on and bat
up by the Vedic Church must be designated by the V
name, and—so far as it was then possible—identified wi ‘
Vedic lines. And this process of events which the very g
ral trend of history should have enabled us to anticis

otic guwirs assures us that wifearga, the grandson
the great fsman®d, after having defeated the second
tempt of foreigners to rush in and expelled them beyond -
Indus, issued a Royal Decree to the effect that thencef
the Indus should constitute the line of demarcation betw

7%\ fogeaafa@ds ugader staag | so=own o f
T A wgiar || ( wiegaw, sfed of o9 2 ). e

The most ancient of the names of our country of wh
we have a record is @R or Y. Even ¥Raa§ is a
must necessarily be a latter designation, besides bei
personal in its appeal. The glories of a person however ma g!
ficient, loose their glamour as time passes on. The nar
that recommends itself by appealing to -such personal g
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is Royal Decree was as all Royal Decrees in f&&am@ had
ally been, the mere executive outcome of a strong and
lar movement. For, the custom of looking upon 2%
the veritable Indian land’s end as the very word 2%
ifics, could not have been originated and observed so-
rrsally and so long, had it not been inspired by and
waling to our national imagination. This custom that is
tenaciously and reverently observed by millions of our
ple, premiers and peasants alike, is a good proof that
mgly corroborates the fact that some such royal edict
‘merely geographical, Igeq1d was not merely a piec tioning the identification of our frontiers with the ancient
land but it was a ¥g—a nation which was ideally if w and associating the name of our land and nation with
always actually a state ( T g ). It also clearly foll #s fageqr™ had actually beenissued ; and that the highest
that the culture that flourished in fageara and the cit sious sanctification consecrating this royal sanction and
there-of were ffgs even as they had been in the ¥ sular will must have enabled this attempt to restore the
«days. FOTEA was the “ UgAITET Steaq ' as distingu Jic name of our country to triumph in the end. Of course:
ed from ¥¥=BM the land of the foreigners. Howev turies had yet to pass and momentous events to happen
must be clearly pointed out that the definition is not b: shape and mould the destinies of these words &g and
-on any theological hair splitting or religious fanaticism. werrr till they came to be as powerfully influential as to-
word [ is expressly stated in the very verses to mea our the thought of our whole nation and be the cherished
tho§e who had been in-corporated as parts integral in session of our race. But after all they have done it and
nation and people that flourished on this our side of lay we find that while thousands would not know what
Indus whether 3% or #3f%%, &I or AfETS, and ow $ or }IHGay exactly means yet the very man in the
and clai’med to have inherited a common culf wt will understand and recognize the names &g and
common blood, common country and common polity ; w as his very own.* ¢
ﬁw also by the very fact of its being put in oppositi he verses from HTYSYYTOl quoted above seem to be quite trust-
Rrgeara meant foreigners nationally and racially by so far as their general purport is concerned : firstly, because
‘necessarily religiously. record a general tradition that, unlike dates or individual succes-

yas and thus constitutes both our eastern as well as we
frontiers, still it is indisputably true that it circumseribe
northern and western extremities in its sweep and s
-epithet A1 calls up the image of our whole Mothes
—the land that lies between @1y and Rrg—ifrom the :
to the Seas.

But it must not be supposed that the epithet f&yg re
‘mended itself to our patriots only because it was
-graphically best fitted. For, we find it emphatically s
that the concept expressed by this word was national 2 :
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of its initiated worshipper. We are not initiated, not
use the @9 is not worthy of us but because we are not
hy of stepping on the footsteps of the Temple—that has
1 longer because it rested on ideas than many a great
that rested on rocks. The consciousness that the
great and the most successful attempt to wean man of the
¢ inherent in him was conceived, launched and carried on
) century to century by a galaxy of great teachers—Arhats
Bhikkus who were born in India, who were bred in India

But before we proceed to state what further develoj
“the history of this epithet had to undergo we feel it
‘to render an apology to ourselves. We have
writing this section wounded our own feelings. So w
ten to add that the few harsh words we had to say
plaining the political necessity that led to the reje 1t
Buddhism in India should not be understood to mean
we have not a very high opinion of that Church as a w
No, no! I am as humble an admirer and an adorer o
great and holy §9—the holiest the world has ever seer

m evidence is absurd. The sounder process would be to depend
ur works especially where general traditions and events are con-
d till they are found to be unreliable in the light of any more
ity and less ambiguous evidence and not simply on account of
airy imaginings of some one to whom ‘it does not seem probable’!
the case of this JTYeIGRIO itself : because it contains some
suracies and even absurdities— and is Plutarch free from them ?
.we to reject the personality of Alexander himself because of the
satural touches given to the story of his birth ? Would it be

snable to doubt, say, the following verse: m ga: m_
s gam | goaET qaE qE+T TrgaeqT: 21 In fact we owe a

of gratitude to these Puranas and Epics for having preserved
ancient and venerable records of our people through revolutions
had effaced the very traces of whole nations and whole civiliz-
a8 else where in the world. For, after-all these records of our
sent and patriotic gurs and gfqgras are at any rate more faith-
more accurate and more reliable than the modern up-to-date
m gy[ors that have such convincing discoveries to their credit as
one which assures us that Irgprgor sings of the foundation of fg-
or the other which asserts that Hrgey—the Buddha was

sions, can easily be remembered longer. Secondly, independa nt
that, the general trend of our history as shown points to some

to have been writing about things only half-hazardly or to whidl
is entirely a stranger. For the family table that he gives of
House of Vikramaditya is again given in other part of the work
‘the two agree closely with each other. The writer who knows ©
tails about the House is likely to know the Salient facts of the |
distinguished king that belonged to it. -

After all, the main resources of our history had been and I
ever be our national traditions remembered or recorded in our a '\
Puranas, Epics and Literature. Their details may be ‘

here or miraculous coloring there which arein fact commo:
all ancient records of mankind we cannot dismiss them,'
gether; especially where the facts recorded have not an impossibl
unnatural element in them or when they do not contradict ew
otherwise proved to be indisputably true. The habit of doub
every thing in the Puranas till it has been corroborated by st
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IV

So far we have depended upon He€&d records in tra C_
growth of the word &g and we have left the thread
inquiry at the point where the growing concept of an I
nation was found to be better expressed by the word [}
than by any other existing words. It was precisely t
fute any parochial and narrow minded significance ¥
might, as in the case of &rAiad be attached to this |
that the defmition of the word f@geard wasrid of a n
sociation with a particular institution or party-co f’t
suggestion. For example sFigd  was  according
an authority =gEvAeaEa IRART T A\ T R
u‘r#hﬂ{msﬁﬂfﬂﬁ gy | This solution, though legitin

could not be lasting. An institution is meant for the so
not the society or its ideal for an institution. The
syqeqid may disappear when it had served its end or ¢
to serve it, but will that make our land a “F=a3q —a la
foreigners ? The &=1/@s, the HEFaArss, the Rms,;
many others do not recognize the Argaviieaaedr and yei
they foreigners ? God forbid ! They are ours by bla od
race, by country, by God. ““ & 9§ W& AT A I &
is a definition ten times better because truer than that ,;

. Hindus are all one and a nation, because chiefly of our
mon blood—** WAl gafa: 9

At this period of our history—the rise as well as h
of Buddhism were accompanied by a remarkable spread
grovthofthcvm;cuhmoflndiaanddmmfast;
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up in the impenetrable fortresses of classical conven-
ity to such an extent that new ideas and new names had
sanskritised before they could be incorporated in any
ptable work. Naturally the every day life and the ever
ying phases of national and social activities gradually
ht expression through the spoken §i&d which thus
w better fitted to convey the living and throbbing thoughts
he people in all their freshness and vigour and precision,
quently although the words Ry and RgeqiT are at-
5 found in sanskrit works, yet the sanskrit writers gene-
v prefered the word ¥RT as being more in consonance
h the established cannons of elegance. While on the
r hand the vernaculars stuck almost exclusively to the
popular and living name of our land @geam [Rrgeara],
ead of the ancient and well-beloved names 3R or H[F1aT.
need not repeat here how & in H&hd gets at times

§ the living vernacular literature of India full
reference to [ggEA or f¥gs. Although the weza
guage must ever remain the cherished and sacred posses-
\ of our race, contributing most powerfully to the funda-
ital unity of our people and enriching our life, ennobling
aspirations and purifying the fountains of our being,
{, the honour of being the living spoken national tongue of
people is already won by that =@, which, being one
‘the eldest daughters of ®&gw, is most fittingly called
or {§Zeqrt—the language of the national and cultural
cendants of the ancient fgs or Rgs. Rgerh is
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par--excellence the language of geara or fagearm. Ti ‘ : g

tempt to raise Hindi to the pedestal of our national to \ W’{M?*ﬁﬁm'rmﬂﬁimwﬁh

neither new nor forced. Centuries before the ad w7 (Afrergg SREdes ). From fage (Ceylon) to

British rule in India we find it recorded in our annz . the Rajputs—a single family of princess—ruled, often

this was the medium of expression throughout Inv 2 ted closely by marriages and more closely by the tradi-
% of chivalry and culture handed down by a common

sadhu or merchant starting from Rameshwaram a afi R .
ration and a common law: The whole life of the
n was being brought into a harmony as rich as divine,

ceeding to Haridwar, could make himself understood i

parts of India through this tongue. Sanskrit ht
el ni o :ﬁe PRl A n;fm the growth of a national langauge was but an outward
B L e et et 4 tssion of this inward unity of our national life. ;
el as by the) bazsars. A Nésak. a /Chaitsya, s it as it often happens in history this very undisturbed
could and did travel up and down the country as freel ent of peace and plenty lulled our faged1d, in a sense
they would have done in their own provinces temhuré ¢ security and bred a habit of living in the land of
preaching in this tongue. As the growth and developme - Ml Dot s v i e 18
this our genuine national tongue was parallel to and 3 v W Mohamad of Gazani crossed the Indus, the frontier line
simultaneous with the revival and popularization of Jear, and invaded her. That day the conflict of life
ancient names fygeqrw or Rgs, or Fegear or figs it death began. Nothing makes Self conscious of itself so
buta matter of course that that language being g the conflict with the non-Self. Nothing can weld
common possession of the whole nation should be i es into a nation and nations into a state as the pressure
| common foe. Hatred separates as wellas unites. Never

fegeart or f&FI. i ;
After expulsion of Huns and the Shaks the valour 1... férgear a better chance and a more powerful stimulus
herself forged into an indivisible whole as on that dire

arms left e in an undistubred possession of inde e
when the great Iconoclast crossed the Indus. The

ence for centuries on centuries to come and enabled ¢
once more to be the land where peace and plenty rexgned)g ‘-“ medans had crossed that stream even under Kasim but

blessings of freedom and independance were shared by theg
ces and peasants alike. The patriotic authors go in rapture'

the greatness and the happiness that marked this long chaj
of our history extendmg over nearly a thousand years or

not hurt and was not even aimed at. The contest began
rim earnestness with Mohmad and ended—shall we
with Abdalli? From year to year, decade to decade,
M ury to century, the contest continued. Arabia ceased
1

s a wound only skin-deep, for the heart of our people
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militarily. The moral victory was won when Akbar came
throne and Darashukoh was born. The frantic efforts
angzib to retrieve their fortunes lost in the moral
only hastened the loss of the military fortunes in the
»field as well. At last Bhau, as if symbolically, ham-
wed the ceiling of the Imperial Seat of the Moguls to pieces,
day of Panipat rose, the Hindus lost the battle—and won
war. Never again had an Agfan dared to penetrate to
\i. While the triumphant Hindu banner that our Mara-
had carried to the Atak was taken up by our Sikhs and
d across Indus to the banks of the Kabul.

\ this prolonged furious conflict our people became in-
ly conscious of ourselves as Hindus:and were welded
» a nation to an extent un-known in our history. It must
be forgotten that we have all along referred to the pro-
s of the Hindu movement as a whole and not to that of
y particular creed or religious section thereof—of %@ and
Hinduism only. Sanatanists, Satnamis, Sikhs, Aryas,
as, Marathas and Madrasis, Brahmins and Pancha-
—all suffered as Hindus and triumphed as Hindus. Both
ds and foes contributed equally to enable the words
wdu and Hindusthan to supercede all other designations of
land and our people. TG and FEUNTY, ST and AR-
W none could give so eloquent an expression to the main
itical and cultural point at issue as the word Hindusthan
sld do. All those on this side of Indus who claimed the
\d from f&y to fg, from Indus to the seas, as the land of
sir birth, felt that they were directly mentioned by that

Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Tartary,—from Granada to (
nations and civilizations fell in heaps before the swi
Islam—of Peace !! Buthere for the first time the swort
ceeded in striking but not in killing. It grew blunter
time it struck. each time it cut deep but as it was
to strike again the wound stood healed. Vitality
victim proved stronger than the vitality of the victor’[-.
contrast was not only grim but it was monstrously un¢
{t was not a race, a nation or a people India had to str
with. It was nearly all Asia, quickly to be followe
nearly all Europe. The Arabs had entered Sindh and s
handed they could do little else. They soon failed to d
their own independence in their homeland and as a p
we hear nothing further about them. But here India :
had to face Arabs, Persians, Pathans, Baluchis, T
Turks, Moguls—a veritable human Sahara whirlingand col
ing up bodily in a furious world storm ! Religion is a mi
motive force. So is Rapine. But where Religion is go:
on by Rapine and Rapine serves as a hand-maid to Re '
the propelling force that is generated by these toge
only equalled by the profoundity of human misery a 1¢
vastation they leave behind them in their march. He
and Hell making a common cause—such were the forcm
whelmingly furious, that took India by surpirse the day
Mohmad crossed the Indus and invaded her. Day after
decade after decade, centuries after centuries, the ghastly
_flict continued and India single-handed kept the fight mo;
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one single expression {&geqM. The enemies hated‘
"Hindus and the whole family of peoples and races, o! !
and creeds, that flourished from &% to 2% was su =i‘:
individualised into a single Being. We cannot help drog
the remark that no one has up to this time taken the v
field of Hindu activities from AD. r300t0 A.D. 1800intosu
Afrom this point of view mastering the details of the various
parallel, now corelated, movements from Kashmere to C :'
and from Sindh to Bengal, and yet rising higher above ¢
all to visualise the whole scene in its proportion as an inte
whole. For, it was the one great issue to defend the h
and independance of Hindusthan and maintain the cul
unity and civic life of [gZ@, and not Hinduism alone,~but §
i.e., gad :—that was being fought out on the hundred fi
of battle as well as on the floor of the chambers of diplo -
This one word f§ge ran like a vital spinal cord thros
our whole body politic and made the Nayars of Malabar w
over the sufferings of the Brahmins of Kashmere. '
bards bewailed the fall of Hindus, our seers roused the f
ings of Hindus, our heroes faught the battles of Hindus, "
saints blessed the efforts of Hindus, our statesmen moulk
the fate of Hindus, our mothers wept over the wounds 2
gloried over the triumphs of Hindus. v

It would require a volume if we were to substanti
these remarks by quoting all the words and writings of "
forefathers that bear on the point. But the argument
hand does not allow us to be drawn aside even by so allur
a task as that . Consequently we must content ourselves w
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ing a few eloquent lines either from the lips or the pen of
s of the foremost representatives of our Hindu race.

Of all the works written in the Hindilanguage, old and new,
great epic “ geffrst ¥r@r ” by Chand Bardai is, so far
present researches go, admittedly the most ancient and
horitative one. There is only one solitary verse which
ms to be an earlier composition. But luckily and strange-
enough this very first composition in our Northern Verna-
literature refers to the word Hindusthan in terms full
pride and patriotic fervour. The poet I, father of
«1%, addresses the Raja of ¥=#g, the father of gefiars,:—

oIS T {ZIZ, WS TREEIN
&zw 99 qWH, 69TS [G7T AAH
HzS I q@T, {5 SHFEAE S(eF
T 1Y TGAA, HIS AT JeF
drdr 99 GinEgT, %7e 57 ¥ gEt
FATT 39 AT ¥, wTF W R

%ga7gis, who may justly be called snfg®i®@ of Hindi
Merature, uses the words f§g, &%am, &g so often and so
turally as to leavenodoubtof their being quite common and
cepted terms as far back as the eleventh century, when the
phamadans had not secured any permanent footing even in
mijab and therefore could not have influenced the inde-
ndent and proud Rajputs to adopt a degrading nick-name
ented by their foes, and make it their national and proud
ppelation. Describing how Fgrgg’@ taken prisoner by the
lindus, was let go by the noble g=fI= on condition
t he would not again attack the ** Hindus,” 3% says—
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o
TR GafeT aify e srae ag A, .nge is sent by FEERIA, the (a@s and WHTAs are
g@“mmv&ﬂftm _ when e tells the Mohamedan messenger to re-
“Wm'@"ﬁm { Shah of the dust he had licked and adds—
mmvﬁwmﬁm" “ﬁ*‘%iﬁml gﬁ!m“ ”
(g.wara. q) fatal day drew near and both the sides knew it was a

Put WEIGYTT was not a man to be won over by H
chivalry. Again and again he sallies forth and fierce
ensues to the boundless joy of that divine cynic ag: '

sarate game. SQATETE almost on the eve of the defec-
, of gwX, approaches the Goddess gt and opens his
yer, so pathetic and so patriotic thus—

.umﬁ'ﬁ%iﬂtgﬂgﬂmm "Fﬁmmﬁ“ﬁ
| SN SE W s sgema = sy sied 4 agd
andagam, ""lﬁﬁ'ﬁ*ﬂtﬁmaﬁ, mam{m

: & ARAR a8 .
till at last f&g =3=s samg @iz
. |9 aRg g7 Al
But in spite of his efforts to crush the Hindus, Zrgigeia
the day and the triumphant news sent Delhi mad -».

g¢ gL AFGA AL

After having narrated the fateful results of the battle and
wsequent plot that enabled geiTst to strike ZZigdha dead,
poem ends with paying a last touching tribute to the-
n Hindu Emperror—

that 9SS[aUF had once more taken FZITEIT a prisoner. , « gfy fgg =, R =Ez SART
populace greeted their king geiarsr:— afa &g sfaas ats wmE SR

“ T A TG | afi feg s, 3 gRE € @

:‘iimﬁ?m " aaRe SRgEE, siase ax s
¥l It is remarkable that although the word ¥RT appears

i T aF w7 .
Further pledges solemnly entered by the man who ,v
broken his former pledges as solemnly given, succeeded

. in the T@l in the sense of HERA yet it seldom, if
or, is used in the sense of W@ad. What we find in this
iest of our northern vernacular composition holds goods
the latter development of our vernacular literature down
the day of the great Hindu Revival and the war of Hindu
heration. {AEIE the high priest and prophet of that move-
nt, in one of his mystical and prophetic utterances sings
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N\
W, the Hindu poet who was one of the most He
of our national bards that went up and down the co
and roused “fgga@”’ to action and achievement in those \
of the war of Hindu liberation, challenged &\sig—
1 “ @ wl FAE S 99 §93 {9 951 1519 |
e @ TeHET R Ig g F41 7S a) fRaE® |
fega% ofd div @a@ ga@ad &g TWaT aq@ 0
& F5F 7 RHF O AW WS FTEAD
% * * *

44

-of the vision he had seen and triumphantly but thank
asserts that much of what he had seen in his vision -f
ready come to be true :—

1 @ | e v, ¥ ¥ §UA Saa
fésat feeai fis, SrHgFAAA I 9 0
g3 |97 w9, %qwraaasms
mmm‘tmm,ammmuun
Feqia qitewr drer, :aramgewn
g Faer T4, ST 13 0
I @S qH, UAIHEAET
waly @i iz, sERITEEAT A ¢ 0
FeTT ST iy, w3 Gy Sger
qifeet Aifedt o3, wAgaaaadt 04 0
ﬁawmnﬁa,wﬁmxz&«
9¢ 689 T @y, STHEFAHTAT 1 € |
I¢T TEE qiofT, eAmET FOIAT
FYAT GO, 2FETREAT 1 1l
& 7S g, diear Trear g6
U FAT T A, SATTEA N < 0

1 “ In utter darkness I dreamt: behold dreams are realized ! Hine

than is up, has come by her own, and those that hated her
sinned against God are put down with a strong hand ! Verily it is
holy land and happy ! For, God has made her cause his own a

Aurangzabe is down ! The dethroned are enthroned and the enth: D!
is dethroned ! Actions speak better than words ! Verily [gze

gain at another place ¥{qor says—

“ sgw WA ALER ATRSA
AET A9 § TAEE SA

qiaaE T@Al Reis g & @
qrqarg srar fgafa g

“ TR WIT F A" WR Il
@ W TAR TF AN

#fe AT % qaa 9% Gz 7@
9% AU GLEER!

e W REWE Re gwaw gEge

qNF GIUST AEEE

§) ** Thou art so busy in winning easy victories over the poor Hindu
and beggars there —Why dost thou fight so shy to face the
2 himself ? Thou hast lost fort after fort in the fair field here :
is perhaps why thou art distinguishing thyself by pulling down un-
ling convents, churches, and chapels there | Art thou not ashamed

HA301 1d, when thyself
: g A “n thyself sr@HII{—conquerer of the wor
is a holy land and happy : Now that g is backed up by zrs $ ished by the Hifdu Emperor Shivaji ?
Right by Might, the waters of Hind, no longer defiled, can ena
ms once more to perform our ablutions and austerities. Ict col 3wl

‘what may : Rama has made this land holy and happy !
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like m, Tifée, qEnifagiSg-the “zre fgamar”. He
4 upon himself as the champion of “Rge.” Says sare:—

féz 3% %7 g M | fawar &€ |2 9@ S 0
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A W 9w S w9 @9
| W dofa 9gare? gumsru
‘Speaking of things that Shivaji achieved ¥uw says—

et fEgaeh, Rzams e e, " e g NGRS FAr | 3R TR F@rE 6 0

R ) guw v, 37 At g & 1 W qET TEAIR ¥ | a9 & feg & 3T @ 0

Tt T U T aNeE, agIHT Aty sy | 37 203 figT TA |

qUH 9 VAT AT T ToNH 9 T W i | G Rk fra dew A

g GEEAT g8 AWETH!, JGGH T UF Ay fagt o @ oed fe® |t o

FUR @ a7 gF A 13 AT §F qR | G AT SfT F SR )

qIfed gIa s guaT a4, Regs After the historical visit paid by B3@rs to Rmarsft the

t Bundela leader, greatly encouraged by the latter
[ BT RIS | S sreet wiie & 3wE s | —met
ig who was a powerful Rajput chief in Bundelkhand.
the conversation that followed gsrim@g draws a moving
ture of the political situation of the country—

“ qIEEIg e 39, f{gaT dag

g FR dAvquTal, o3 97er g

wa & dufd FE 9, g9 g A,

ST g GUETH AW, B U A qw

N S ga T FG B, A1 el 97 Rgma e
g9rf&E, the old Raja saying thus ofiered his sword and.
to 8F9IF and blessed him and his mission :—

Tifa%, Rae w@& gHa. ,

It was in this light that achievenents of Shivaji a
compatriots were viewed by his race through out Hi
than. ¥997 though not a #r@r, felt as much prou
the victorious march of the Maratha warriors from Shi
‘to Bajirao ( vide ¥YUrégrEel ) as they themselves did.
-was a Hindu of Hindus and till the last day of his life he |
.on singing his stirring songs, emphasizing the national
Pan-Hindu aspect of the movement and impressing it or
‘minds of its great leaders, Amongst these SIS,
Jbrave Bundela king, was his second favourite:—

« i“a mus qIfy, a'it“, Wzt m 9z

- 9% iR ST &y swmg \ RF w7 B aae
g ¥AT IS BTG Ul FEAS 1% T A U | G B F9 AP
28 i et fegawa sw sk 9@ | SR RS ga ot

( sw=m ) 3§

(9) S=sriay the historical work that describes the events of g
s reign, was composed under his direct orders by ISFA.

Nor was this tribute paid to®=@r® undeserved. BITS 1

9 AR WWEL. R A 3 HA ¥ TEGE Y THAT § ;




~ down his life for it, is reported to have advised the B
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JMagIFY, the Great Guru who not only W o R Twe e Wi :
cause of this War of Hindu Liberation in Punjab ( fafasr 2% by 1% T

¢ chronicler of Shivaji in the old work “REeyaiy IR
R Tt s % s R @ gfw 3w g
FA1. GAF 91 F. Hgad qefer. quH oA T
NITS TR AT e dad § o .

Hut the shrewd and trusted Dadaji advised—2 “sirqu rgui
'ahr%ai‘,wmaﬁamﬁ_mm.mmmwﬂ
- &g w¥ 7 g S wwnit ameat swea. Swd
7 7 g gt snEEie stgat s g geaie.”

of Kashmere who, oppressed and threatened with “ sl
death”, solicited his help :—

1 A & RAg R g wag gt

T NI gART &g WU WEA} e| qrEt
& IR T IR A1 O gF HA
&S qaft en & aqdr a7 ¢ g0 wQ
: ( g5 )
And when he was challenged by the foes of the race z
ligion he boldly answered :—
R« & g oft TEiEe 1w e A 9w
I WA 97 gw fg o il R fwa) Rdg
(gasr=mT)

His illustrious son 3% AAFRAT at once the poet, the
phet, and the warrior of our Hindu race and our Hindu';
ture exclaims in a moment of inspiration—

3 ¢ wFe Ay |@eur 9 aw

1. Oh Brahmins! Listen. You go and tell the Turks Moha
dans) without fear “ there is a great Hindu leader of ours, witﬁ
of followers. His name is Tej Bahadur—Uplifter and Awa
mankind.—First make him embrace Islam and thl:nwewiu all do
same.

2. *“ Hearing them, the Guru Teg Bahadur, the hero and the
on of u¥, made reply “ How can I disgrace the Hindu Dharm
—s0 dear to my heart ! " E

3 “ May this Khalsa Panth flourish everywhere (so that) long
‘Hindu Dharm live and all falsehood vanish ! !

The youthful fmarsft writes in 1646 A. D. to one
15 young compatriots :—3 “ grgig ¥ MMFr ITERRT F-

" Shivaji ” thought to himself—* We are Hindus. The Maha-
ns have subjugated the entire Deccan. They have defiled our
l places! In fact they have desecrated our religion. We
therefore protect our religion and for that we would even lose our
We will acquire new kingdoms by our prowess and that bread
Il eat.”
“ Your plans are certainly very good ; but it would be exceed-
difficult to carry them to a finish. In the first place you are to d
Mlish powerful centres. Hindu Kings and Hindu armies must
| assistance from place to place. Again God Almighty must be
side and we must be blessed with the benedictions of consumate
And then these things are possible.”
" You would not be faithless to the Emperor. Our primordeal
My God is self-existing (and therefore all powerful). He has given
to our efforts so long and in future also will fulfil the object of
fe by bringing about the establishment of fEgdiEsy (Hinda
ndence). Indeed it is the cherished wish of God that such a
s should be established.”
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Jaysingh was doubtless touched and replied—*‘sirémraig arg-
g g @i gRT 9% F0E. FAW UEA AT FE gRona
B AL 1T &g wARH U, geet Rega. ged Reguw en-
99 FAt JIEqqT NIFT IR NIFS g

The rise of Hindu power under Shivaji had electrified
the Hindu mind all over India. The oppressed looked upon
him as an Avatar and a Savior. Thus we find that the people
of the Savnoor District groaning under the Mohamedan
yoke appeal to him ** g1 J8% ®RX @& g, FIFNIGT IIRT
0. G AR B A @ grArErE S $arEe.
g1 gy deq1vs. FwHR ARE. WU gEEES el geal-
ﬁq@mmwmmrammwﬁ ST

WY 0ATE I AT NTEd. al UAA ZIW Fw I,

Again after Shivaji had restored the Jahagir to his brother
=4l at Tanjore on the condition that he should cease to
recognize the sovereignty of the Mohamedan sway, Shivaji

da arEl. M1 FogT @I, @i s a9 RE 3 g8 @
7 fergel TaUST F&7T AWK AE. § T5T 7 § A
Aiq & AR 7 4

Mr. Rajwade has the original copy of this letter w
veals, as it were, the soul of the great Hindu movement 1
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It was no pare

movement—it was (&gt #@aUsg-the Hindu Empire-
the great ideal which had fired the imagination and ge

the’ actions of Shivaji while he was but within hzs t
We have his own word for it.

But when Jaysing—a Rajput prince came to subdue "
and his movement, the edge of Shivaji’s power of resis
became very naturally blunted. It was disheartening if
extreme to find the Rajputs—the ancient shield of g3
shedding their blood and the blood of their coreligi
and brother Hindus that the Mohamedans may win!

Shivaji to Jaysingh—** WH ¥ &8 Qs g @ gar.

1. Emperor Aurangazeb is a very powerful sovereign. You should
therefore agree to make terms with him. You will be able to live in
peace by maintaining hostile relations with him. We, Princes or |
Jaipur, are Hindus; you are also a Hindu. We are in accord with
you since you are out to rehabilitate Hindu religion.

2. This Yusuf is a very wicked fellow. He oppresses the women
and the children, commits atrocities and even resorts to such repre-
hensible misdeeds as the massacre of cows! We are so disgusted
that we can no longer live under him. You are the restorer of the
Hindu religion and the destroyer of the Mlechhas (foreigners). It is
therefore that we have come to you for refuge.. And since we have

s0 approached guards have been stationed at our gates. In fact they
are intent on starving us here without food and water. So do come
with all haste (lit. by turning nights in-to days.)

mmwwwaﬂmm!!”

f. “Tam ready to hand over to you all fortresses you might as
1 myselfhwill plant your flag on them. But let not these Mol
dans triumph. I am a Hindu; you are a Rajput and therefore a E
The kingdom has originally been of the Hindus. I will humb
head a hundred times before one who protects the Hindu
But I will never agree to do anything that is calculated to im
honour of the Hindu religion.”
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73. 7ig ﬁgwﬁmﬁlsﬁamm:mum g at -
” Yegt 1% I FREqAIG NS, T qUATY g fsfigT
T AT T AET G Ao
wrg had once entered into a controversy with G
(§1%) on the point FZTATT QAT Hl H1T T LF]T Foa!”
(E -
The same spirit animated the generations of Bajirao and Na--
1heb. Says the historian *“‘geg@idt qEEAE IV
n 7 ORAT FII R, AGEEAH, MHT [T BN
R A Fed §gWA gaoedr qggerAr fFEe ade
fergagargmdrs’ s e aEa €7t 9 3 sven w1
e AT WiEEE SRR g (EYEEng ). AR
T — ST aAT F1T ¢ FST AIAA TS FEA. ReFIR-
IR Arar ST Fg P (@wE).
. Brahmendra Swami was the central figure of the intel-
Joctuals of that period. *‘qig fEguwiar I=8% ST TSAT gIar
{ 1. Tt appears that others also followed or supplemented Bajirao in’
the great work undertaken by him........... The above idea of
‘ (Hindu Sovereignty) was animating the hearts of such
saints as Brahmendra Swami, Govind Dixit and others who had been
going over the country on pilgrimages and acquiring experience. They
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writes :— ' “ zg F&sﬁavn T e tmrla

Rajaram, in order to express his sense ofappreaatxon (
national services of @arsit and his brothers in the war
independence, conferred on gIesr the high and proudq
pelation “f§ZTUA”". When the siege at Jinji was pressmg
Maratha forces, to try their best to break through it an :
tempt was made to win over the Marathas in the services
the Mogul commander :—*“ qEitslt s FfoEe daiT B
a:amlzsmwmatﬁw:h{a fEgasq wav =8 @w
T TTT OFEIES 137, Jogt ANIShOR gueRrEr Swdr @
ﬁw m'\ooo m?{% ........... ﬁﬁfi
SR TAIR T (FRO eqi= @i feEmr 3a). szt
@ TS “ gAA WEO F. THT @I AT g9 2

1. Those who are bitter haters of Hindus should have no foo
in your territory. }
2. " Secret negotiations were opened with Nagoji Raje to t
effect that if he joins with the Marathas they would break th
enemy's forces and preserve the Hindu religion. He should therefor
come over to them.” Thereupon Nagoji Raje gave up service under th ; , ST b ¢ y
Mohamadans and withdrawing the attack entered the city with were imparting mstn?chons to their disciples with the same .1da
battalion numbering five thousands.....When Shirke entered th Sardesai). Bajirao himself says, “ Why do you tarry ? Rush vigor-
service of the Moguls (as Sambhaji had beheaded the Shirka family pusly and attack; and mﬁ' (Hindu Kingdom) is at
Khandoji Ballal said, “ Shirkes had been beheaded; but similagh hand !” (Bajirao).
three of my ancestors were killed by being trampled under the foot ¢ 2. But the Swami did not think it proper to meet one in whose
an elephant. But we are striving for the establishment of the kingdon rritory Hindu Religion was being defiled!........ He impressed
of the Hindus and you must be our partners.” Then, Shirke also enter- ‘gwpon Shahu’s mind how disgraceful it was that Dities an-d Bra=
“ed the plot and helped the Marathas with the result that Rajarag Mumins should be subjected to atsocities in the territory of a Hindu !

broke through the siege and escaped. . {Sardesai).




FTFEITar 8% g g1 W% fdt SverReg A & A 1T A
Wi WgT R (@EEE.) ,.
Mathurabai writes to the Swami :— *“sgiarsft HifRE, 7O
iR, ESrst @A, TAS GO, FOUS AT AR AT G
TR U TG0 F&F TS QT F1 T BT (2799 TEa
The letters sent by this brave lady, Mathurabai Angre, a1
all so full with patriotic fervour and force that they deserve
perusal from all those who want to catch the real spirit o
the great Hindu revival, :
The Portuguese fanaticism at Goa was an Indian editi

of the Inquisition in Europe. Once they prohibited the opei
observation of all Hindu religious rites and rituals. Then th

public spirited iqrsfi TgAT  defied the order and en
couraged other Hindus to do the same. But he knew per
fectly well’ that impotent passive resistence is impoten
suffering. To be successful under such conditions as ther
prevailed it must be backed up by the sword of a Bajirao -_:
a Chimanaji. It was ®fqsit TgArT who brought about the
revolution in the Portuguese territories in India, enlisted the
“sympathies of all Hindu leaders on the side of Bajirao and i
fact was the prime mover who brought about the Maratha
invasion which ended in the liberations of almost all the
Hindu territories after the triumphant campaign of Chimas
' naji Appa. ;

But in the meanwhile and before the fall of gas, Nadir-
inva.dedIndiaandDelhihadfalleninhishands. The
aratha agents of Bajirao write to him :—* * qgATEIFSE@
i 37 AT & gt FHIA BN, TAEEA IIF mt;vg
A AT, ATt wacREdt T AT GG, Al
S T T (AR ) TRRE AR e 1S
e (&-{q)@%aﬁi@mmtﬁ?m grafaa
p 3. Tl A A AL &gtﬁ?ﬁgﬁ:ﬂﬁmi%
garg srafa ) wet QorsE QA IFAT HE T fegTat
W g GaiT WIZ iR B A TS A A
srq pone. ) ((HiSY MAT’s letters to Bajirao. )
But as ﬂl{{ was still holding out Bajirao could not go
time. He was chafing under his inabilities. He writes

"¢ fegeiwiE G G NIE WS WIE. AT TGS A A

1. Tahmaspkulikhan (Nadirshah) is not a devine being so as to .be
able to destroy the whole creation. He is bound to come t?. terms vnt:
those that prove strong. ~Therefore Your Excellency (Bajirao) shoul
_come with a strong force. Peace can come only after a war. We can
expect a decisive result if your Excellency and [he‘z enm? Ra]{.mt chaefs
combine now. We must join together all the Hindus mc].m'hng Bun-
dele and such others and we must present a n:fore ‘than brilliant front.
Nadirshah does not intend to go back . He will directly march on the
Hindu Kingdom...... Savai Jaysing wants that -Ra.naji. (of .Udepx.u-)
should be installed on the imperial throne. The Hindw Kings including
Savai are looking for the arrival of Your Exoellency; h? fact as soon
as Your Excellency can give a strong backing Savaiji w.xll s’end forces
against Delhi and will also himself march. (Dhondo Govind’s letters to

_I. Shankraji Mohite, Ranoji Sinde, Khandoji Nalkar, Ramaj Baprao'gl.le L R o b i
| il maiitdbtha o Monseaines wmamw captured Bassein.....Under the circumstances all the Maratha armies -
| :ﬁg‘i?& g i b g should combine and cross river Chameli.the The plan is that the (Nadir)
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5
mgmh“mmﬁ-m< e 3R HATIEY ATRIAAS At gqE s Fa
TS R SR (aefmto s G vee v .. G TR (OEA § 6 qRTEH T # L,

But his indomitable spirit rose triumphant over g] g
cles. He writes again :—1¢ ST T Wiwop ( Tgsit »
T TR ) A 39t MRS e L3 I T e—
:lgi:w:-rm AR, O THeT ST 7 0y S

T RUR. AT 9 ar aifgvaer ar e

( rshitr’s letters, ) i m“
SIEIT was as intensely proud of his as an‘

else of. the great leaders of the Hindu movement. It was
who dlrectf-:.d the people—the oppressed Hindus—in Maly :
request Bajirao to extend the warof Hindu liberation to M ;
.a.nd. thus to tz?ke a further important step towards the re
lza.tlox.z. of the mission of generations of the followers ofv‘,v
Shivaji cult all over India—the mission of fEggy qr ¢
In. one of his letters the enlightened and patriotic Ra'\
prince writes :—*“ [{qi¥eft............. TRETSH gy

Contd. Footnote Pa
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should not be allowed t ’ !

S g ] 0 proceed further, (Bajirao to Brahm_»

1. We must lay aside our internal dj

& differences (such g

:f’m Ragy 11:]1 and others). The whole of Hindustan Il(as no;s of:e a
encounter. As for myself T i i

.- 1 have decided to cross the Na §. Oh splendid! Really creditable. It is meet and proper that

and the other chiefs of Malva should unite and bring about the

perity and growth of the Hindu religion. It was with this object

t the Musalmans were discouraged from Malva and the Hindu

7 jon was preserved in tact.
The Mogul (Nizam) is an inveterate enemy of the Hindu power,

yet, while you are yourself carrying on negotiations with them you
1se (me)your humble servant of crooked ways (Nana Saheb’s letters)

Far &l o QAT 9 SWA. AT A gAT &1
Waaq Fleqad & 391 g Again he writes :—“gSR_ ;-
(} 1T 9 AT TEER OF @ ETAH FATT LA AT A=
fezadat 987 SrA1. 58 O =R FC ATSTHE GEEAA ! A0
S g9 F9w w@n” (Jayasing’s letters26-10-1721A.D.)
ana Saheb the son of Bajirao was in fact the greatest
ler of men that the Great Movement of Hindu liberation
fEgugargemEr brought to the front. His correspondence
study by itself. Wherever we find him we find him
champion of f&g. To Tarabai he writes :—*iIs #qe
IR T @ig e NgEa gid aEal §9%9 Tiwe a9-
gr 219 !” ( Nanasaheb’s letters ). _
Though much was lost on the field of Panipat yet all was
lost. For, two men survived the battle and saved the
Nana Farnavis and Mahadaji Shinde—the brain, the
yrd, the shield of the Hindu Power—thought and worked
| fought for 50 years or so—in spite of the disastrous defeat
Panipat or rather in virtue of it—for, that defeat was the
atest blow that the Victors had ever received—and suc-

"

2. May you get success and wealth !. . . . Respectf: i ‘
rl:?ndla‘.lp. Pradhan and Bhaiji Thakur Sa.nsthfn Imioruel fgr?;hn ha
El:ladhna;ajsaxsa.ng, camp émargad. You are informed that the t]
; Alm,m sta.rted operations. But you need not be anxious. Ge

" ghty will t{nng the matters to a successful issue. W ha.' S

1ed from Bajirao Peshve solemn Ppromises concemix;g ytme i
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ceeded in making the Hindus the de facto Rulers of E fraia For@ard fraet dERE WEEG T
than. How conscious the national mind had grown
trinmphant turn events had taken, and how intensely ‘4
had they been of f&ge and the Hindu Empire all but
blished, can best be seen in the letters of the most tal
deplomatic writers of that period. Govindrao Kale
to Nana Farnavis from the capital of the Nizams on lez
the news that gladdened the Marathas from end o end of |
rashtra that the misunderstanding growing between the
men Nana and Mahadaji had disappeared :—
g qrgaia t‘mtaaﬁm“fa Hfy daig arer. AR
Rt fo5g 2 S sl A91a 13, ATH T ATowT
AT T WA—-gTRe™ wey. & wroat f
qiEarES AR SEeEEr. @i o swant e
ART AFAFA AT (WS, FAE AT FS. T A (A
FQAIAT ) TEAMILT TS G799, G947 HSAMUA  FERI 3
qellarE ArEd T S 9GS 0 q%q AT o |
Y.

o ﬁé‘?mm% %qumzaﬁ R FEI-
v |y alr /13 AP qEEAR Ao Faq.  JIAA -
g T AR TAEaT ST QA WA K-

T, maahtﬂwmﬂmmaram

st At Regearia A SI@d @i qrEt@ araiat
|, % SIEAl 1 Mg SIMEAl. @A dQ19Ed TRFAIAAN
SRt <A7d gET ST RS oARa 99 92w AW FF I

Contd, Footnote page 58

such a juncture was born Shivaji Mabaraj, the founder of the
i the protector of the religion. However his mission was con-

to a limited area. Then came Nanasaheb and Bhausaheb of res-

memory—Heroes of such pre-eminent prowess that the like of them

ot been born. And now everything has been restored to us under

benigh and illustrions auspices of Shrimant (Peshve) owing
the astuteness and valour of Patil Boa. But how was all
achieved. Because we had won we thought it had beem an easy
. If it had been the case of Mohamadans volumes of histories

| have been written about it. Amongst the Mohamadans eve o
nallest matter is extolled by them to the skies. While amongst

indus we are inclined not even to refer to our exploits however

iificient they may be. Indeed results difficult to achieve have been

ved. The Mohamadans think and say that the accursed Hindus
established their supremacy!

1. When I read your letter I was simply thrilled with joy. q
I felt mightily happy. I cannot express all that fully in a letter.
ally my mind was flooded with thoughts. All the territory from
river Atak to the Indian Ocean is the land of the Hindus—and not 0
Turks. These have been our frontiers from the times of Pandavas d
to those of Vikramaditya. They preserved it and enjoyed. After #
the rulers turned out to be quite effete and the Yavanas (M 2l
dans) rose in power. The Moguls seized the Kingdom of Hastina
And eventually during the regime of Alamgir we were reduced to E
straits that wearer of every Yadnyopavita (the sacred thread) was
quired to pay a jijeya tax of Rs. 3-8 and to buy cooked food.
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“'?‘3 TES. FTAT AN At FAS gFE@, T v
At 7 Sz, dErgmiaTe, §

mﬁmmﬁm SR i, S v ' ing thus tried to trace the successive chapters of the-
'ﬁﬂ mua;: :::t; ‘:?:: ﬂ;:;r;:rg ‘ of the words ﬁ’g and ﬁgmﬂfmm the earliest Vedic

AR S Fogd. ol to the fallof the last of our Hindu empire in 1818 A.D. .,
it P S ’r‘ now in a position to address ourselves to the main.
3. (g 8 99%3) ¥

ining th ntials of . The first result
This one single letter penned with such ease a determining the esse fega

tru $o Ak P enquiry is to explode the baseless suspicion which has
T e the i o6 O 3 into the minds of some of our well-meaning but hasty

e d " VOITIm&.G hAd oy % Wow sponta.ne -men that, the origin of the words ﬁ‘g and F{gma’ is
SR S oo of, hevseiihgie Ry avd§ :“ traced to the malice of the Mohamedans! After all
SR Wy o porestom % 4, S8 0 g been said in tLe previous section about the history
NSl 2ol destifed: Diipecinin g - words, this suspicion seems so singularly stupid that
(e ey il in. t otk - ition it is to refute it. Long before Mohmad was born,
A A e ing before the Arabians were heard of as a people, this
r t nation was known to ourselves as well as to the

y world by the proud epithet f&yg or g and Ara-
could not have invented this term any more than they
have invented the Indus itself. They simply learnt it
the ancient Iranians, Jews, and other peoples. But
from all serious historical refutation, is it not clear that
been really contempuous expression of our foes as it
1 to be, could it have ever recommended itself to the
in tact depends on you and Patil Boa. If there is difference a t and best of our race? Surely our people were not
you the enemy is bound to grow strong. Now my misgivings such stangers either to the Arabic or Persian tongues |
rest. It was really splendid! Very excellent! The enem Mohamedans were apt to refer to us as HIHR also, but
beseting us on all sides . I was very uneasy. Your letter has ur people adopted that name and stuck it up as a dis-
zelief to me (1793 A.D.) shing mark ?  Why did they submit voluntarily to the-
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Concl’d. Footnote page 58

And really Patil Boa has broken the heads of those who
raise them. In fact the unachievable has been achieved. 4
‘blish order and reap its benefit like the great kings is still ahea ‘
afraid where our merits will fail and the work will be sp 2
achievements are not limited 1o the acquisition of territory and
of our Kingdom but include the preseyvation of Vedas and Shast
habiliiation of veligion, protection of cows and Brakmins, es i
Suzerainty and the diffusion of our fame and victory. To kee e'




“national insult only in the case of the other epithets
f&g? Simply because, they knew more of our nat

‘99R@ though not found in dega is still ours

- word should not be expected to be found in HEH

_ originated from the same sanskrit word f&g or
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word f&Z is applied to us because it means ‘ black ’ then
t that g and &gt are also applied to us though they do not
1 “a black man”? The fact is that the word &g
es its origin not from the Mohamedanised Persian but
pm the ancient language of Iran, the Zend, and then the
{3 meant @G alone. It could not have been applied
us because we were black lferally, for the simple reason
t the ancient @gfiygs ie. f&gs in Avestic period—
¢ as fair as the Iranians and lived practically side by side
1 even at times together with them. Even so late as at
is the urEa form of RO whichisfoundin. dawn of the Christian era the Parthians used to call our
fact it is ridiculous to expect a %A word in classi jntier provinces as AGWRT or white Inida. Thus original-
Nay more: although &g being a WFd form of fgz simply could not have literally meant a black man.
In fact, after it has been made so amply clear in the fore-
g sections that the epithets &% and fgg®™ had been
proud and patriotic designations signifying our land and
r nation long before the Mohamedans or Mohamedanised
rsians were heard of, it becomes almost immaterial, so far
the greatness of the epithet Hindu and its claim to our
e are concerned, what meaning, complimentary or con-
) nptuous, is attached to it by some swollen-headed fanatic
It may be that in the modern Mohamedani ed e and there. There was a time when the term ““ England
some contemptuous meaning has come to be associa d fallen so low in England itself in the estimation of her
the term f&g but how does that ‘show that the ori jorman conquerers that it became a formula of swearing
nification of f&g was contemptuous and meant ainst each other! ‘“ May I become an Englishman !” was
The words {81 or {&% are used in Persian but he strongest form of self'denunciation and -calling a: Nor-
mean black and yet we know that they along with an “an Englishman” an unpardonable insult. But did
he English care to change the name of their land or their

ditions and were less cut-off from our national life
of us had been. That is why some of us keep ¢
harping on the fact that this word f&g is not foun
krit. What of this word alone >—The sanskrit literat
no mention of FERF-FARE-AUS-AQ-JHT-T721
‘and thousand other words that we use daily. But
to be traced to some ] foreign source?

it is, it cannot be but a weighty proof of its importz
in its 91%d form that, that form should be, at ti
with in @€5d literature : for example the #%d= uses 1
fég. Great Sanskrit lexicographers like 192 i
rashtra and R qHA9EI(d in Bengal have also m
it. While the line Rrafegs & R 7aw: is ¢
known to be quoted.

.
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iselves, by which they are said to mean ‘to strike bravely
deeply with an Indian sword’. The ancient Babylonians
been in the habit of denoting the finest quality of cloth
¥r7’ because it generally came from the §H#gs—a cus-
which also shows that they also knew our ccuntry by
ancient name ffY; nor have we as yet heard of any other
ning being attributed to this word in the ancient Baby-
ilan language than its national one.
o Hindu can help feeling proud of himself at the curious
rpretation put upon this epithet by the illustrious travel-
Yuan Chwang, himself belonging to our highly civil-
| and ancient neighbours the Chinese, when he identifies
national name “fgg’’ with the sanskrit “§g” and says in
ification that the world had rightly called this nation
" for they and their civilization had, like the moon,

nation and call it Normandy instead of England ? Or
their disowning their name as “the English” have made
great ? No; on the contrary, precisely because they d
disown their ancient blood or name, to-day we find
while the word Norman has become an historical fossi
Normandy has no place on the map of the world the conte;
ous English and their English language have come t
the largest empire the world has as yet seen! And yet
as the glories of the English world are, what on the w
has it to show to match the glories of the Hindu world ?

In times of conflict nations do loose their balance of 1
and if the Persians or others once understood by the wort
a thief or a black man alone, then let them remember th t

any very enviable type of man-kind by the Hindus eithes
call a man Musalman or better still a * Musunda * was w
than calling him a brute. Such bitter fulminations
mutual recriminations, though they might have the e‘:
of inevitability in times of life-and-death struggles +
the fume and flame of the angry brutal passions last, sh
be forgotten as soon as men recover from their fits and d
to be recognised as gentlemen. Nor should we forget
the ancient Jews used the term fgg to denote streng
vigour for, these were the qualities associated with cur |
and nation. In an Arab epic named “ So hab Mo Alal
it is said that the oppressions of kith and kin are bittere
morc fatal than the stroke of a Hindu sword ; while ** Retu
ing a Hindu answer " is a proverbial way with the Persi

id and weary soul of man. Does not all this clearly
that the way of inspring respect for our name in the
ds of men is not either to change or deny it but to compel
sgnition of, and homage to, it by the valour of our arms,
ty of our aims and the sublimity of our souls. Even if
allow some of our brethren to ride their hobby horse in all
» and get themselves recognised and registered in the
us reports as “ Aryans ” instead of as Hindus yet they
d only succeed in dragging down the word Aryan to

own level and adding one more synonym to
vocabulary of the words for a ‘helot’ and a
oly '—as long as our nation does mnot attain to
5

been a constant source of delight and refreshment to the
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i atness and of strength as
the heights of gre world to call him by the new fangled name or what could

8
533]735 :fay::te.from any serious arguments against the - gained at all by this risky experiment of calling himself
prop‘:)salpof denying the epithets Hindu or Hind ~.' ” ’ whilc‘efll others persistet? in‘ce.xlling him;“a!m%q' "s'

ing for a while the stupid theory that their origin ut” I rejoined, “ if to change your l'ndxwdual name, which is
‘im;rh:cid to the malice of foreigners,—we simply ask, lisputably foreign, seems to y0u S0 dlﬂicult‘, nay harmful, then
possible to deny them and coin a new word for our nationz y friend, how much mo.re d#ﬁmt would it be to chan.ge t'he
nation ? As it stands at present the word Hindu hasf me of a whole race which is so far from being a foreign in-
to be the very banner of our race and the one great fe
that above all others contributes to strengthen and '
our racial unity from Cape to Kashmere, from Attak to
tak. Do you think you can change it as easily as a
Once it happened that a gentleman, well-meaning and p
otic, intended to get himself registered in the Census o4
as an Aryan instead of a Hindu, as he had been a victim :
wide-spread lie that we were first called Hindus by thei_‘ ..
sian Mohamedans out of their contempt—that the ¥

nge a deep-rooted name, a far more convincing example
this personal one is furnished by our Sikh brotherhood
the Punjab. The band of the best and the bravest of the
du race whom our Great Guru had chosen, triumphantly
aiming “HSTHE FI8 He GIF G0N sigs wqr|”, for the
pressed purpose of ¥H FHET Ha TTRV, TP FexR g Iqrzer,
IS T I T | G g AgET A | ( uRstarg -
AT g5 | eI SEnd R gh ) that
d of warriors was named “ Khalasa ”! The saintly
i who bewailed “ g w9 Sifar e W aR
W IHAW g qHH A @] is daily greeted with a
A1g THSH F | q1E T @rear.” The words ga, fagmer
, have crept like thieves to the very heart of our Hari-
dirs. They are the scars of our old wounds. The wounds
healed but the scars persist and seem to be incorpbrated
our form. As long as any attempt to scratch them out
atens to harm us more than profit, so long all that we
W do is to tolerate them; for after all they are the
of wounds received in a conflict that we have

any detailed discussion 2bout the origin of the word fo'r )
of time and so simply questioned him as to what hxs
name was. He told it was * G{&1.” “My good friend,” T
tinued, ““ unlike the word Hindu whose origin is. at the w
disputable, your name is indisputably a hyb.nd WO «
should therefore be first replaced in the register by 1
ancient and purely Aryan word—say #IgS&T or fazig '
Having evaded the pbint for a while he tried to ;
out how difficult it was to do so and how it would com ple
upset his economical position and after all how could .;




68 : \ Mindu heroes fell inflicting fatal wounds on the foes, on the

won in a gory field in which we remained as the vi
of the day. -

And yet, if any words, however closely they mlgh
been associated with things sacred, are to be disowned
changed they are these ; for they all are indisputably fo
and remlmscent of alien domination. Does it notn

nd sword in hand !—within one single day! It was for the
939 #T that inspite of all that martyrdom and in virtue
it, Nana and Mahadji steered the nation clear of all rocks
nd shoals and brought it almost within sight of the coveted
hores. It is this epithet f§g or EEEMT that, even to
his day, owns a loving allegiance of millions of our people—
rom the throne of Nepal to the begging bowl in the street.
To disown these words is like to cut off and cast away the
ery heart of our people. You would be dead before you do
hat. It is not only fatal but futile. To outset the words
Hindu or Hindusthan from the position they hold is to try
1o outset the Himalayas from theirs ! —Nothing but an earth-
quake with all its terrible wrenches and appa.llmg uncertain-
ties can accomplish that !
The objection that is levelled against the oppellation &g
d f&geam™ on account of the mistaken notion which attri-
buted their origin to foreign sources could, if left to itself, be
easily laid low by advancing undesirable historical facts.
But asit is, this objection is in some cases backed up by a
secret fear that if the epithet be honoured and owned then all
those who do so would be looked upon as believers in the
dogmas and religious practices that go by the name
“Hinduism”. This fear, though it is not often admitted open-
ly, that a Hindu is, necessarily and by the very fact that he
isa Hindu, a believer in the so called Hinduism, makes many a

determined mot t t inced th i
trasa.l and Nanasaheb, of Pratap and Prota padltya. It man determ'ned not to get convin at the epithets are

these names, should clamour to disown the epithet
fgzeas which is the very cradle name of our race 2
our land chosen by our patriarchs, recorded in the
ancient and revered annals of the world—the Vedas ?—
epithet which had proudly been borne by millions of
country-men on both sides of the &y for the last f
centuries if not more ; which expanded to and embraced
whole of our country from Kashmere to the Cape and
s1z% to %2%; which sums up in a word the whole |

had been recognized as the sign of distinction to mark

e “ TgAPETATaA.” An epithet for which our foes ha
us and for which our warriors from FfegEM to fEarsir
forth in their thousands to keep up their fight from cen
to century. It was this word f&g that was found imp
sed on the ashes of 9f3fdT and g, It was this word f£g
was owned by J@SEITE, THTH, TAFT and AT, [€TIR
Bl wasthedreamoftm the mission of fZrars, fhe D

-
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not an alien invention. Nor is this fear totally un] i
But it would be more candid if those who entertain thi
should openly advance it as the ground of their obj
being recognised as Hindus and not try to hide it under

and untenable issue. The superficial similarity betwee'ﬂ'h";
two terms fgge@ and Hinduism is responsible for this re
table estrangement that, at times, alicnates well-mez
gentlemen in our Hindu brotherhood. The dxstmctwn
ween these two tems would be presently made clear. ¥
it is enough to point out that if there be really any wo
alien growth it is this word Hinduism a.nd so we should

tive word from f§g. We have seen that the earliest
the most sacred records of our race show that the appel-
»n FHANT or gA(EE was applied to a region in which the
lic nation flourished. This geographical sense being the
ary one has, now contrasting now expanding, but ever
istently, been associated with the words f§g and fEgear
after the lapse of nearly 5000 years if not more, 19
come to mean the whole continental country from the
W to féng, from the Indus to the Seas. The most im-
ant factor that contributes to the cohesion, strength
1 the sense of unity of a people is that they should posséss
L internally well connected and externally well demarcated
even in the Vidas as an independent religious authori Jocal habitation, ”” and a “ name” that could, by its very
X ntion, rouse up the cherished image of their motherland
well as the loved memories of their past. 'We are happily
wssed with both these important requisites for a strong and
jited nation. Our land is so vast and yet so well-knit, so
|l demarcated from others and yet so strengly entrenched,
it no country in the world is more closely marked out by
fingers of nature as a geographical unit beyond cavil or
iticism. So also is the name f§gearT or &g that it has
ne to bear. The first image that it rouses in the mind is
istakably of our motherland and by an express appeal to
geographical and physical features it verifies it into a
ing Being. RFEAT meaning the land of f§gs, the first
ential of f§g@ must necessarily be this geographical one.
Hindu is primarily a citizen either in himself or through
s forcfathers of “f&g&ara” and claims the land as his m other-

not to mention others, are for generations calling themisel
Hindus and would, even to this day, feel hurt if they be -
otherwise. We refer to this simply as an actual fact .‘
from any detailed justification and examination of it
would presently follow. Till then, we hope, our
would nat allow prejudicial fear regarding the conclusion
our argument as to its intrinsic merit and bear
mind we have throughout the foregoing sections :‘i
dealing—not with any ““ ism ” whatever but—with fégma ¥
in its national and racial and cultural aspects. f

Now we are fairly in a position to try to analyse the
tents of one of the most comprehensive and bewilderi
synthetic concept known to human tongue. Bga is a d
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. streaks of this consumation, so devoutly to be wished

rally understood thus exactly in the sense of an In are scarcely discernible on the horizen, it would be folly

out any religious or cultural implication. And ws to ignore stern realities. As long as every other

word f&g been left to convey this primary significar " has not disowned its special dogmas, which ever

which it had in common with all the words derived into dangerous war cries, so long no cultural or national

f?; then it would really have meant only an I can afford to loosen the bonds, especially those of a

citizen of REEEIM, as the word T does. ) jon name and a common banner, that are the mighty

But through out our inquiry we have been concern «0s of organic cohesion and strength. An American may be-

a citizen of India. He would certainly be entitled, if
fide, to be treated as our WIHIF or f&], a country-

and a fellow citizen of ours. But as long as, in addition

our country, he has not adopted our culture and our his-
y, inherited our blood and has ceme to look upon our Jand
¢ only as the land of his love but even of his worship, he
not get himself incorporated into the Hindu fold. For
hough the first requisite of fgge is that he be a citizen of
sdusthan either by himself or through his forefathers, yet it
ot the only requisite qualification of it, as the term Hindu
come to mean much more than its geographical
mificance.

e reason that explains why the term f§g cannot be
ponymous with WRAM or &&T and mean an Indian only,
urally introduces us to the second essential implication of
) ! t term. The Hindus are not merely the citizens of the
aggressive egoism, and religions ccase to be “isms ” ax dian state because, they are united not only by the bonds
come merely the common fund of eternal principles th the love they bear to a common motherland but also by
at the root of all, that are a common foundation on whic ¢ bonds of a common blood. They are not only a IUF
Human State majsetically and firmly rests. But as ew it also a wif@. The word Wfy, derived from the root

land. In America as well as France the word Hin

what should be. Not that to paint what should be i
legitimate pursuit ; nay, it is as necessary and at tim
stimulating ; but even that could be better done ¥

fore to be on our guard so that in our attempt to d l"
the essentials of Eg@ we be guided entirely by the
. contents of the word as it stands at present. So, ali
the root-meaning of the word Hindu, like the sister
Hindi, may mean only an Indian, yet as it is we w 0
straining the usage of words too much—we fear, t
point of breaking--if we call a Mahomedan a Hindu beca
his a being resident of India. It may be that at som
time the word Hindu may come to indicate a citizen of F
sthan and nothing else ; that day can only rise whe
cultural and religious bigotry has disbanded its forces pled;
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of GeIHE FEE to gIgsl GE—every page of our
shows that the ancient Ganges of our blood has come
from the altitudes of the subline vedic heights to the
of our modern history fertilizing much, incorporating
a noble stream and purifying many a lost soul, in-
¢ in volume and depth and richness, defying the dan-
being lost in bogs and sands and flows to-day refreshed
reinvigorated more than ever. All that caste system
lone is to regulate its noble flood on lines believed—and
whole rightly believed—by our saintly and patriotic
ivers and kings to contribute most to fertilise and en-
ll that was barren and poor, without famishing and de-
¢ all that was flourishing and nobly endowed.
i5 is true not only in the case of those castes that are
outcome of the intermarriages between the chief four
or between the chief four castes and the cross-born, but
1 the case of those tribes or races who some-where in the
sss of the hoary past were leading a separate and self-
red life. Witness the customs prevailent in Malabar or
where a. Hindu of the highest caste is allowed to marry
man of those who are supposed to be the originally alien
but who, even if the suggestion be true, have by their
w and loving defence of the Hindu culture have been in-
srated with and bound to us by the dearest of ties—the
of a common blood. Is the Fraggr a Dravidian family ?
then who is who now when the youths of #ffrdsr have
to them the daughters of the @its and the sFdw and
ga4w have bestowed their damsels on the youths of

ST to produce, means a brotherhood, a race determin
a common origin—possessing a common blood. All 'x
claim to have in their veins the blood of the mighty race
porated with and descended from The Vedic fathers, the
We are well aware of the not unoften interested objectior
carpingly questions ““ but are you really a race ? ‘,
be said to possess a common blcod 2’ We can only as
by questioning in return, “ are the English a race ? Is
any thing as Englich blood, the French blood, the Ges
blood or the Chinese blood in this world ? Do they,
have been freely infusing foreign blood into their race by
tracting marriages with other races and peoples, poss '
common blood and claim to be a race by themsclves ?
they do, then the Hindus also can emphatically do so. .
very castes, which you, owing to your colossal failure to ,','
stand and view them in the right perspective, assert to -'
barred the common flow of blood into our race, have do ’.'
more truly and more effectively as rcgards the foreign bl
than our own. Nay, is not the very presence of these presi
castes a standing testimony to a common flow of blood fr
a A& to a Hiera ? Even a cursory glance at any of ¢
&fas would conclusively prove that the HIFW @
gfaag marriage institutions were the order of the day
have given birth to the majority of the castes that ob ‘
amongst us. If a &7 has a son from a I8 woma
he gives birth to the I3 caste: again, if the &3y raises |
issue on an AT he founds a 4q¥ class. While a SIET mo
and a 3 father beget the caste Fiers. From the -“
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‘both the families? Down to the day of g§—not to
the partial break-down of the caste system itsel
centuries of Buddhistics way—intermarriages were th
the day. Take for example the case of a single fa mi
Pandawas. The sage 9UAT was a Frgor, he fell in 1
the fair maid of a fisherman who gave birth to th
renouned 314, who in his turn raised two
G princesses siar and siarf®r; one of these two E
allowed his wives to raise issue by resorting to
system and they, having solicited the love of men of 1
castes, gave birth to the heroes of our great epic.
mentioning equally distinguished characters of 3|
period o, IgIIA, GTFA, fagt and others, ¥
to point out to the relatively modern cases of 4z
to have married a aygor girl who gave bi
father of si%ii®; #1%% who had as a prince marrie
maid; g§ who being a J37 gave his daughter in n
to a &Y prince ; syrgHAt Who is said to be a son of
with whom his mother, a FW®IW girl, had fallen in k
who grew to be the “ag=g” of fErmiiEe; aegm
who being a H7gror fell so desperately in love with a =i
astolead an open married life with her and subsequentl
the founder of the religious sect “Hr&+t 49”’; who, never
call themselves and are perfectly entitled to be reca g
Hindus. This is not all. An individual at times by
her iron actions may loose his or her first caste and L
gated to another.—z7Ft AT@ERT SRR qaarq t.,
injunction “q S FeAAFUAR FoT=T | wrEARFTS

[

Wi\ ST A oA fgE @ T afai | et
SEFA(0 A |\"—was not always an empty threat,
a 437 have by taking to agriculture and other
tions of life lost the respect due to a &f¥¥ and were-
d with some of the other castes; while many a brave
in cases whole tribes, raised themselves to the position,
hts and titles of the &f51¥s and were recognised as such.
outcasted from a caste, which is an event of daily"
nce, is only getting incorporated with some other.
only is this true so far as those Hindus only who be-
in the caste system based on the Vedic tenents are con--
, but even in the case of ¥3f&® sects of the Hindu-
As it was true in the Buddhistic period that a Bud-
father, a %&E mother, a ¥7 son, could be found in a
le joint family, so even to-day. Si9s and  Jwras inter--
in Gujrath. ¥f@s and @Fr@is in Punjab and Sind.
over to-day’s HIMHE or f&TId or i@ or FIAMT is
wday’s &g, and to-day’s &g may be to-morrows:
qd or ﬁ'ﬂ\l‘ or ﬂ?ﬂ
id no word can give a full expression to this racial unity
people as the epithet Hindu does. Some of us were-
5 and some eﬁﬁr«‘ls; but RETs and AIs—-we were all”
dus and own a common blood. Some of us are HTEOIs
some AHATES or gads; but a@IUs or FETFs—we are all
dus and own a common blood. Some of us are grféggumegs-
d some res; but iires or AREads—we are all Hindus and
a common blood. Some of us were UHFs and some
; but Tr&grds or Fggs—we are all Hindus and own a common:
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ital unity of man from pole to pole is true—all else only*
tively so.
And speaking relatively alone, no people in the world can
yre justly claim to get recognised as a racial unit than the
ndus and perhaps the Jews. A Hindu marrying a Hindu
v locse his caste but not his f§g&. A Hindu, believing
any theoretical or philosophical or social system,
odox or hetrodox, provided it is unquestioably in-
snous and founded by a Hindu, may loose his sect but not
f¢gea—his Hinduness—because the most important es-
atial which determines it, is the inheritance of the Hindu
Therefore all those who love the land that stretches
f@y to f@y, from Indus to Seas, as their father-land and
equently claim to inherit the blood of the race that has
olved, by incorporation and adaptation, from the ancient
igs, can be said to possess two of the most essential
quisites of TZgA. '
But only two: because a moment’s consideration would
sw that these two qualifications of G& T¥ andU% Sig—ofa
non fatherland and therefore of a common blood—cannot
aust all the requisites of f&g@. The majority of the
ydian Mohomedans may, if free from the prejudices born of
ynorance, come to love our land as their fatherland, as the
triotic and noble-minded amongst them have always been
ping. The story of their conversions, forcible in millions of
ses, is too recent to make them forget, even if they like to
 so, that they inherit Hindu blood in their veins. But can
s, who here are concerned with investigating into facts as

‘blood. Some of us were grazs and some (&% ; but ¢
‘or A¥s—we are all Hindus and own a common blood. :"
us are $tas and some Srdgs; but $s or !fi'ﬂl's——E
all Hindus and own a common blood. Some of u
monists some pa'ntheisis some theists and some athies ,f

hood Nothing else counts, 1t is after all a questwn of b
‘We fecl that the same ancient blood that coursed
the veins of I and o, g€ and HEHIRT,
and Ja=7, T§7 and qigq, of TEFE and :
‘courses through out the Hindudom from vein to vein, p"
from heart to heart. We feel we are a sif—a race
together by the dearest ties of blood—and therefore it 1
be so. §

After all there is throughout this world so far as
concerned but a single race—the Human race ; kept
-one common blood the Human blood. All other talk is
best provisional, a'makeshift, and only relatively true. Nai
is constantly trying to overthrow the artificial barriersv‘
raise betwen race and race. To try to prevent the commin .

powerful than all the commands of all the prophets put to
ther. Even as it is, not even the aborigines of the Andam:
are without some - sprinkling of the so called wm{ blo -
their veins and vice versa. Truely speaking all that any
-of us can claim, all that history entitles one to claim, is 1
-one has the blood of all mankind in one’s veins. The fund
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‘they are and not as they should be, recognize these Moha
dans as Hindus? Many a Mohamedan community in f
mere and other parts of India as well as the Christia :
South India observe our caste rules to such an‘qxtent
marry generally within the pale of their castes alone; yef
is clear that though their original Hindu blood is thus alm
unafiected by an alien adulteration, yet they cannot be ca
Hindus in the sense in which that term isactually unders
Because, we Hindus are bound together not only by the
of the love we bear to a common fatherland and by the cc
mon blood that courses through our veins and keeps
hearts throbbing and our affections warm, but also by Ijl
tie of a common homage we pay to our great civilization—
Hindu culture, which could not be better rendered than by 1
word &S suggestive as it is of that langauge, the &
which has been the chosen means of expression and preser
tion of that culture, of all that was best and worth prese: '
in the history of our race. We arc one because we are a ¥
a SIf¥ and own a common HEF(A. ' ;

But what is civilization ? Civilization is the expression
the mind of man. Civilization is the account of what man :
made of matter. If matter is the creation of the Lord #

piritual asplmﬁons of his Being towards strength and beauty
love, realising Life in all its fulness and richness.
The story of the civilization of a nation is the story of its
\oughts, its Action and its Achievements. Literature and art
Il us of its thoughts ; history and social institutions of its ac-
yns and achievements. In none of these can man remain
plated. The premitive “ Wt~ (canco) of the Andamanese can
uly claim to have influenced the up-to-date dread-naughts of
crica. The latest adventure of fashion amongst the fair
« in Paris is but the lineal descendant of the bunch of
ves stuck in the girdle-string which constitutes the perfec-
on of the toilet of a “ grgsr ” girl.
And yet a ‘ Dungi’ remains a Dungi and a dreadnaught a
readnaught ; they are too much more unlike each other
. like to be identified as one and the same. Even so, al-
\ough the Hindus havelentmuch and borrowed much like any
her people yet, their civilization is too characteristic to be
staken for any other cultural unit. And secondly, however
riking their mutual differences be, they are too much more
¢ each other than unlike, to be denied the right of being
ognized as a cultural unit amongst other such units in the
yrld owning a common history, a common literature and a
its best it is the perfect triumph of the soul of man ’ Pmo: m\::ﬂallzatm:. ik et ot falllot
matter and man alike. Wherever and to the extent to wh o iy Y it o
man has subconded in mouldii PR ] tims to the interested or ignorant cry that has secured the
gl § delight °f’ of the present world that the Hindus have no history
never the less remains true that Hindus are about the
y people who have succeeded in preserving their history—
6




se south fought for him ; and a Sanatanist historian in
extreme south feels that Guru Tejbahadur died for him.
had kings in common, we had kingdoms in common.
. had stability in common, we had movements in
on. We had triumphs in common, and disasters in
ymon. The names of HiFEqZYT and AQS, a FI4g and
1qgI<, make us all feel as sinners do. The names of sigi®,
9%, qiferaT and H@ leave us all electrified with a
» of perSonal elevation.
Jut what about the internecine wars amongst Hindus ?
answer, what about the wars of Roses amongst the
ish ? What of internecine struggle of states against states,
ts against sects, class against class, each invoking foreign
p against his own country-men, in Italy, in Germany, in
nce, in America ? Are they still a people, a2 nation, and
they possess a common history ? If they do the Hindus
If the Hindus do not possess a common history then
in the world does.
s our History tells the story of the Action of our race so
our literature taken in its fullest sense tell the story of
Thought of our race. Thought, they say, is inseparable
m word ; and our literature inseparable from our common
que, the §&a. Verily it is our mother tongue.—the
sgue in which the mothers of our race spoke and which has
n birth to all our present tongues, Our Gods spoke in
A, our sages thought in §&Fd, our poets wrote in H&Fa
that is best in us-the best thoughts, the best idea, the best
o—sccks instinctively to clothe itself in ¥&d. To mil-

gins with their Vedas which are the first extant
the story of our race. The first cradle songs
Hindu gir] listens to, sings of Sita, the good. 3
worship Rama as an incarnation, some admire him as :
and a warrior, all love him as the most illustrtrious re [
ative monarch of our race. Maruti and Bheemsen a
never failing source of strength and physical perfect
the Hindu youth; Savitri and Damyanti, the never f
ideals of constancy and chastity to the Hindu maid.
love that YT made to the Divine Cowherd in Gok
fts echo wherever a Hindu lover kisses his beloved.
giant struggle of the Kurus, the sct duels of Arjun and K
of Bhim and Dusshasan, that took place on the field of |
kshetra thousands of years ago, are rehearsed in all their
from cottage to cottage and from palace to palace. Abhim
could not have been dearer to &g than he is to us. |
Ceylon to Kashmere—Hindusthan daily sheds tears aslov
and as bitterly as his father did at the mention of the
that lotus-eyed youth. What more shall we say ?
story of AW and HZIWRT alone would bring us tog
and weld into a race evenif we bescattered toall the four
like a handful of sand. I read the life of a Mazzini 2
exclaim “ how patriotic kev are,” 1 read the life of a
vacharya and exclaim *“how patriotic we are!” Th
of 94U is  bewailed in Bengal; the martyred
Govindsing, in Maharastra. An Arya Samajist Listoria
the extreme north feels that Harihar and Bukka of th
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wifz® school of thought. For all the labourers whe
weht them, the masters who guided them, the tax-payers
financed them, and the kings who organised them,
her 3f2For aRE belonged to the great race that inhabits
owns this land from f&g to f&g—the Hindu race.
who are @radls to-day have contributed and labour-
for the Buddhistic monuments of art and architecture
s while those who were Buddhistic then have contribut-
1o and laboured for the monuments of the @AM art
J architecture now. j

ymmon institutions and a common law that sanctions and
tifies them, however they may differ in details, are never
less both the cause and the effect of the basic unity of
¢ race. The Hindu law with the underlying principles of
ydu Jurisprudence whatever the superficial differences be,
| howsoever contradictory a detail here or an injunctien
» may seem to be, is too organic a growth to loose its in-
juality by the manifold changes wrought by times and
wes. In spite of the feverish speed with which the law
ines in the different states of America and British Com-
wealth keep manufacturing and modelling laws, we
Il acknowledge the principles of Jurisprudence and the
s of growth that underlie their code to constitute a single
le. The English law, or the Roman Jurisprudence, or
American law could not be designated as such if eternal
ntity or a dead level similarity is expected. The Moha-
Jan law retains its individuality in spite of such damaging
ceptions to it as the Khojas or the Bohras who, like some
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lions it is still the language of their Gods ; to others
language of their ancestors ; to all it is the language
lemce ; a common inheritance, a common treasure, ";
riches all the family of our sister languages, ST an
1Efrandizdl arf=and i s, AgRdaudqsy @y, e
constitutes the vital nerve thread that runs throu’
vivifying and toning cur feelings and aspirations inté
monious whole. It is not a language alone ; to many H
it is a ¥, to all it is a music. The Vedas d3 not

tute an authority for all #9s. But the Vedas as the
ancient work and the history of their race belong to

much as to any of us. ST was not written by a i
yet the *7{fggRI is the common inheritance of the &
and $ds. The aqTgUT is the bible of the Remaas; |
belongs to Lingayat and non-Lingayat Hindus alike, 3

the Yq=TaRAMT is of a Sikh.  HTeTE and WA, AT
Foqa, WAz and qUEATET, WiE and sadi, 7939 and T
wrote for us all, appeal to us all, are the cherished p 055
of us all. Let the work of #& the @ifif® poet and
copy of Hafiz be kept before a Hindu in Bengal and if

say, ‘&4 is minel” let a copy of the work of THZATT an
af Shakespeare be kept before a Hindu in Maharashtr
would claim “ T&zx] @ is mine. ” 3

The works of art and architecture are also a con u;
heritance of our race, whether they be repr&sentativé 0 ,
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other Mohamedan communities, observe the Hindu la
regulating some departments of their life, notably in m:
of inheritance. Some of the Hindu customs in Mahai
or Punjab may differ from some in Bengal or Sind.
the similarity in all other details is so great that the Iz
the Maharashtra as a whole seems to be an echo of the
books ruling our brothers in Bengal or Sindh and wice 1
When all the rules, customs and laws observed by any

» essentials of f§ge¥ not in the light of any .ism " but @m
acial point of view; and yet even from a national and xraclal
t of view do the different places of pilgrimage constitute,
common inheritaiice of our Hindu race. The tlrln.ﬂt
tival at ST, the et at H7TAAT,the FA and the qIFA

these great gatherings had been the real and living con-
esses of our people that kept the current of life afnd thought
pursing through out our body politic. The qaint customs
1 ceremonies and sacraments they involve, observed by
e as a religious duty, by others as social amenities, ima
upon each individual that he can live.: best only
ough the common and corporate life of the

indu race.
These then in short—and the subject in hand does not

rmit us to be exhaustive on this point—constitute the
sence of our civilization and mark us out a cultural unit.
» Hindus are not only a I, a WIfJ, but and as a conse
ience of being both, own a common HEFid expressed and
sserved chiefly and originally through d&Fd, tl?e n?a.l
sther-tongue of our race. Every one who lS a Hindu mhen;s
light | While the &t day would reveal to you every Hir is gepfa and owes his spiritual bl:t:g to (;t t:i tlt);xlozrd :fs h l:
soul from the delighted damsels of Punjab to the aust his physical one to the an
Bmm Of Madms i e ?ﬂken i that't e | Afa:{xhna;u then is he who feels attachment to the land
Tl ] it extends from f&7 to &g as the land of his fore-
e i i e L ors—as his Fatherland ; who inherits the blood of the
i el B e first and discernible source could be traced by
had we referred to any institution or event or custom in its reatrace whose

ligious aspect or significance. Because we wanted to deal wi Hymalayan altitudes of the Vedic gqfdys and which,

found to be nothing but a fitting chapter of the Hmd
while no amount of ingenuity or torture can fit it in sa 'f
English or Mohamadan or the Japanese law books. :

We have feasts and festivals in common. We have |
and rituals in common. The g8 and R, the Tk
and the gra, are welcomed wherever a Hindu breathes,
and S5 LATEIs & G3%s alike, you would find the whole .-'r‘
kingdom enfete on the Divali day. Not only Hmdusthan,
the Greater Hindusthan that is fast growing in all the 'z
nents of the world. Not even a cottage in the aug fo g
could be found on that night that has not shown its i

-~
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assimiliating all that was incorporated and ennobl
that was assimilated has grown into and come to be
as the Hindu people ; and who, as a consequence of the
going attributes, has inherited and claims as his ow
f&g @&fa, the Hindu civilization, as represented 4
- common history, common heroes, a common literat:
common art, a common law and a common jurispruc
common fairs and festivals, rites and rituals, ceremo n“:
sacraments. Not that, every Hindu has all these de
the Hindu &&fa down to each syllable common with
Hindus ; but that, he has more of it common with his b
brothers than with, say, an Arab or an Englishman. Not
a non-Hindu does not hold any of these details in -»i
with a Hindu but that, he differs more from a Hind
he agrees with. That is why Christian and Moha.meda.u
munities, who were but very recently Hindus and in maj
of cases had been at least in their first generation mos
willing denizens of their new fold, claim though they mi
commen fatherland, and an almost pure Hindu blood
parentage with us, cannot be recognised as Hindus; as, :
their adoption of the new cult they had ceased to own
&P asa whole. They belong, or feel that they belong, to
tural unitaltogether different from the Hindu one. 'I'heirf
and their hero-worship, their fairs and their festivals, their:
and their outlook of life, have now ceased to be common

ermine the nature of fgge@ without any danger of using
r-lapping or exclusive attributes.
But take the case of a patriotic Bohra or a Khoja country-
of ours. He loves our land of [§g&4M as his fatherland
\ich, indisputably, is the land of his forefathers. He .pos-
ses—in certain cases they do—pure Hindublood; especially
he is the first convert to Mohamedanism he must be allow.ed
claim to inherit the blood of Hindu parents. He, as an in-
lligent and reasonable man, loves our history and our her?es,
fact the Bohras and the Khojas, as a community,
orship as heroes orgreat ten Avatars only adding Mohamad
the elventh. He is actuaily, along with his community-
bject to the Hindu law—the law of his forefathers. He is;
far as the three cssentials of Ug, WA and A are con,
med, a Hindu. He may differ as regards a few festivals or
ay add a few more heroes to the pantheon of his §upennen (.\r
ymigods. But we have repeatedly said that dlﬁerel?ce in
tails here or emphasis there, does not throw us outside the
¢ of Hundu §&#fd. The sub-communities amongst the
findus observe many a custom, not only contradictory . l‘mt
ven, conflicting with customs of other Hindu communities.
Yet both of them are Hindus. So also in the above cases
a patriotic Bohra or a Christian or a Khoja, who could
tisfy the three required qualifications of fega to such. a de-
ree as that, why should he not be recognised as a Hindu?
He would certainly have been recognised as such but for
jis attitude towards a single detail—which, though it is
covered by the word H&gld or culture, is yet too important’

which requires of every Hindu an uncommon and lo
tachment to his racial &5 enables us most perfe




to be lost in the multitude of other attributes, and the
mus i toaf:;p:aa:l treatment and analysis ; which agam

- with the question which, involing as it do
religious aspect of Hundutva, had often been avoided b
not because we fight shy of it, but on account of our

::enow better equipped to determine the significan
mpt an analysis of the two terms Hinduism and fézs
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VI

The words fége and Hinduism being both of them derived
ym the word f§g must necessarily be understood to refer to-
whole of the Hindu people. Any definition of Hinduism
at leaves out any important section of our people and forces
hem either to play false to their convictions or to go outside
pale of fgge stands self condemned. Hinduism means
system of religious beliefs found common amongst the
indu people. And the only way to find out what those re-
ious beliefs of the Hindus are, i.c., what constitutes Hin-
ism, you must first define a Hindu. But forgetting this.
ief implication of the word Hinduism which clearly pre-
pposes an independant conception of a Hindu, many a
ople go about to determine the essentilas of Hinduism and
wding none so satisfactory as to include, without overlap.
ng, all our Hindu communities come to the desperate con-
ssion—which does not satify them cither,—that therefore- '
»se communities are not Hindus at all ! because,—not that
\e definition they had framed is open to the fault of exclusion
it because those communitics do not subject themselves to
required tenets which these gentleman have thought
fit to label as “Hinduism”! This way of answering the ques-
»n “ who is a Hindu " is really preposterous and has given
+ to so much of bitterness amongst some, of our brothren
the *afX® school of thought, the fir@s the Sras, the &3
11sits and even our patriotic and progressive HrgawTss.

“ Who is a Hindu ?”—he, who is subject to the tenets of
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Hinduism. Very well. What is Hinduism ?—those ter
which the Hindus are subjected ! This is very nearly ar
in a circle and can never lead to a satisfactory solution.,'
of our friends who have been on this wrong track have
back to tell us * there is no such people as Hindus at
If some Indian, as gifted as that Englishman who first c
the word Hinduism, coins a parallel word “ Engli
proceeds to find out the underlying unity of beliefs am
the English people, gets disgusted with thousands of sects
societies from the Jews to the Jacobins, from Trini
Utility, and comes out to announce that *“ there are 1

h, or if you like contradictory or even conflicting with,
1 other. But in no case can you advance this your failure
determine the meaning of Hinduism as a ground to doubt
existence of a Hindu nation itself, or worse still to
mit sacrilege in hurting the feelings of our #3fz% Hindu
thren and /%% Hindu brethren alike, by relegating any
them to the Non-Hindu pale .
The limits of this essay do not permit us to determine the
ture or the essentials of Hinduism or to try to discuss it at
ny great length. As we have shown above the enquiry
1o what is Hinduism can only begin after the question ‘who
a Hindu’ is rightly answered by determining the essentials of
77; and as it is only with these essentials of f§g@, which
able us to know ‘who is a Hindu,” that this our present
quiry is concerned, the discussion of Hinduism
Is necessarily outside of our scope. We have to take
ognizance of it only so far as it trespasses in the field of our
pecial charge . Hinduism is a word that properly speaking
ould be applied to all the religious beliefs that the different
ommunities of the Hindu people hold. But it is generally
pplied to that system of religion which the majority of the
indu people follow. It isnatural thatareligion or a country
or 2 community should derive its name from the characteristic,
sature which is common to an overwhelming majority that
sonstitutes or contributes to it. It is also convenient for
«asy reference or parlance. But a convenient term that is not
oly delusive but harmful and positively misleading should
ot any longer be allowed to blind our judgment. The ma-

more ridiculous than those who declare in cold print
is nothing asa Hindu people.” Any one who wants "
‘what a confusion of thought prevails on the point a
the failure to analyse separately the two terms Y
Hinduism renders that confusion worst confounded ...‘
well to go through the booklet ‘ Essentials of Hindui
published by the enterprising ‘ Natesan & Co’. 1

Hinduism means the ‘ism’ of the Hindus; and as
word Hindu has been derived from the word f&g, the I
meaning primarily all the people who reside on the land
extends from f&9 to &y, Hinduism must necessarily T
the religion or the religions that are peculiar and nati
this land and this people. If we are unable to reduce
different tenets and beliefs to a single system of religion’
the only way would be to cease to maintain that Hing
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jority of the Hindus contributes to that system of
which could fitly be described by the attribute that ¢
tutes its special feature, as ¢ FREIRAIURT " 9 or FAT
They would not object if it even be called %% mi*
besides these there are other Hindus who reject, either p
or wholly, the authority—some of the ggiors, some {
£gfas and some of the Hl@s themselves. But ';
identify the religion of the Hindus with the religion
majority only and call it orthodox Hinduism, then the
ferent heterodox communities, being Hindus thems
rightly resent this usurpation of &g@ by the majorit
well as their unjustifiable exclusion. The religion .
minorities also requires a name. But if you call the so
orthodox religion alone as Hinduism then naturally it fol Vhenever the necessity of denoting these ﬂ'ﬁs. as a whole
that the religion of the so called heterodox is not Hindui iscs then alone we may be justified in denoting .them by
The next most fatal step being that therefore those sec: generic term &g 9# or Hinduism. Thus their would
are not Hindus at all!! But this inference seems as s no loss either in clearness, or in conciseness but on the
gering even to those who had unwillingly given whole hea her hand a gainbothin precision and unanfbiguity Whid.‘ F’Y
support to the premises which have made it logically iney moving the cause of suspicion in our minor commumt-ns
ble that while hating to own it they hardly know how id resentment in the major ones would once x.nore unite
avoid arriving at it. And thus we find that while million all Hindus under our ancient banner representing a com-
our Shikhs, Jains, Lingayats, several Samajis and ofl on race and a common civilization. Y
would deeply resent to be told that they—whose fath The earliest records that we have got of the rehgx(?us
fathers up to the tenth generations had the blood of Hin elicfs of any Indian community—not to speak of mankind
m their veins—had suddenly ceased to be Hindus !— sclf—are the Vedas. The Vedic nation of the gRgs was
section amongst them takes it most emphatically for gran ibdivided into many a tribe and class. But . although th-e
that they had been faced with a choice that exther 1 ajority then held a faith that we for simplicity Ot Vedie
should consent to be a party to those customs and be ligion, yet it was not contributed to by an important

ich they had in their puritanicior progressive zeal re-
ed as superstitions, or they should cease to belong to
t race to which their forefathers belonged.

All this bitterness is mostly due to the wrong use of the
yrd Hinduism to denote the religion of the majority only.
er the word should be restored to its'proper significance to
note the religions of all Hindus or if you fail to do that it
puld be dropped altogether. The religion of the majority
the Hindus could be best denoted by the ancient accepted
jpellation, the FAMT 97 or the JRWRGUUiT 97 or the
¥% 9d; while the religions of the remaining Hindus
yuld continue to be denoted by their respective and accept.

names @ ¥/ or ¥ g¥ or WA 4A or F§ YA~
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minority of the fgs themselves. The qrofis, thegrgs, the & f
and many othersfrom time to time seem to have either se ced
from or never belonged to the orthodox church and yetra i
and nationally they were conscious of being a people by
selves.  There was such a thing as Vedic religion, but it cot
not be even then identified with fg-—aq; for the lat
term, had it been coined, would have naturaily meant’
set of religions prevailing in @gfgs, orthodox as well
heterodox. By a process of elimination and assimilation |
race of the fgs at last grew into the race of (Ext '
the land of the &ygs ie. Rgeam, into the land of |
f§gs i.c. RgEA™. While their orthodox and the heterod
schools of rellglonshave,—-havmg tested much, dared u;
andknown much,-having subjected to the most searching ex ar
nation possible till then, all that lay between the grandest ;'
the tiniest, from the atom to the Atman, from the qa& T
the 9TA7,--having sounded the deepest secrets of thoughts :’
having sored to the highest altitudes of Ecstasy,—given bis
to a synthesis that sympathises with all aspirants tov
truth from the Monist to the Atheist. Truth its goal, Re
zation its method. It is neither Vedic nor non-Vedic, "
both. It is the veritable science of religion applied.
is figﬂﬁ-—-the conclusion of the conclusions arrived aﬁ
harmonising the detailed experiences of all the schools of
ligious thought—3&{%%, gara«, %4, dig, gf@ or IgEm
Each one and every one of those systems or sects w
are the direct descendants & developments of the religious
liefs 33F and 1413, that obtained in the land of the ¥Hf

or in the other unrecorded communities in other parts of
India in the Vedic period, belongs toandts a part
integral of fggwd.
Therefmthe‘ﬁtorthemﬁitself‘smmelyasect
of  Hinduism or f&ge#—however over-whelming be the -
najority that contributes to its tenets. It was a definition
of this GAIGT 7 which the late Lokamanya Tilak framed in
he famous verses “ SHIGRARY WraTIHASAT | FURAEAR-
TH QaEAes s9og 1|” In a learned article that he had
ontributed  to  the fWFWAIWA, which bears  the
lark of his deep erudition and insight, the Loka-
lanya in an attempt to develop this more or less
gative definition into a positive one, had clearly suggested
hat he had an eye, not on f§ge as such but, only on
what was popularly called &gw#; and had also admitted
hat it could hardly include in its sweep the STFfawfis and

lindus of Hindus. That definition, excellent so far as it goes,

&

in fact not a definition of &gw#, much less of féga, but

AAad qH—the FREGAGUGIH sect, which being the
ost popular of all sects of ga® was naturally but honly
istaken for fggaa itself.

Thus ﬁ'g‘aﬁ being etymologically as well as actually and
its religious aspects only, (for W& is not mudy religion)
» religion of the Hindus, it necessarily partakes of all the
sentials that characterise a Hindu. We have found that
first important essential qualification of a Hindu is—
it, to him the land that extends from &g to (%Y is the
7
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fagy, the A1FY, ; the land of his partiarchs and foref
The system orsetofrehgwnswhwhwecallm
#Af3F--are as truly the children of this soil as the men“
thoughts they are or who “saw” the Truth revealed in th
To fggast with all its sects and systems this land Rrgedrs
the land of its revelation—the land of its birth on tlus h

e. As the G , though out of the lotus feef
gﬂn himself isanf\:n to fhe?otf orthodox devo 4..1 R, nok ooly 8 Satherland bat 8 holy land. ; iy
mystic so far as human plane is concerned, the daughter of | Yes; this XA, this fgea, this lz;nd t° ours tﬂ:s
Himalayas, even so, this land is the birth-place—the & retches. from ﬁs to Ry is our oA, for it was in
and the "'?‘Hf that ge@sm which in its rehgmusas d that the Founders of our faith and the Seers to
signified as f{gad. The second most important essen hom ‘@g’ the Knowledge was revealed, fromngc fse:er:;
of fged is that 2 Hindu is a descendant of Hindu pare ! W""{ from 3 to A, fgm Ftoto%a:l, i
claims to have the blood of the ancient f&@gs and the B 50 "ﬁu:tﬁ:mo:?é:msmand (r;nod?:e:‘were S nonie
sprang >
x:rent sch::hom o:hm:ifv;u:s m’l':;su:lsopl:t ' ed. The very dust of its paths echoes the footfalls .of
being either founded by or revealed to the Hindu sages N Prophets. and Gur'us. Sa.cred'are % R haIIOWeddlts
seers, are the moral and cultural and spiritual descenda : .ves, f0t. it was either on their moonlit ghats or under
and development of the Thought of the GHfdgs, through? heir eventide long shadows, that the deepest problems of
process of assimilation and ~ elimination, as we are of 3 e, of man, soul and God, of m and 1T, e debated
Seed. Not only is Wﬁ the growth of thena.tura.len" pd dscussed by a. gg or a W& Ab! evet:y hill and dell
ments and of the thought of the Hindus but also of the & stinct with memories of a ®fis or a ST, HHY or THAITH-
or culture of the Hindus. The environmental frames in wh Jere 7Y rules, there F&& lies. Here THRZ made his first
its scenes, whether of the 318% period, or of dig, h t of an exile, there !ﬁﬂ . saw the golt?@ deer and
any extremely modern ones of Y=, ST, 999, 9%, &7 yundly pressed her lover to kill it. Here the &me cowherd
or T (WAGH, are  set, thg technical terms and yedonh:sﬂutethatmadeevetyheartm Mmge dance
Janguage that furnished expression to its highest revelation harmony as if in a hypnotised sleep. Here is {341, here the
ecstacies, its myhtology and its philosophy, the concepti er park. Here #grai entered faiw. Here stood crowds of
’ ; R orshippers amongst whom W@® sat and sang the At
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controverted and the conceptions it adopted, have indeli-
. stamp of Hindu culture, of Hindu ®&f, impressed upon
hem. &g of all shades and schools, lives and grows and
its being in the atmosphere of Hindu culture, and the
7 of a Hindu being so completely identified with the la.nd
the Hindus, this land to him is not only a frg3y but a
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“ quq qr@ R4 A9E 7|7 Here WHANE the
took on vows of WigEg the Wi and wi
bowl in his hand knocked at his sister’s door for hand
alms ! Here the son of #Z@gEY was hacked to pieces
the eyes of his father and the young bleeding heart of ki
thrust in the father’s mouth for the fault of dying as a H
Every stone here has a story of martyrdom to tell !
inch of thy soil, Oh mother! has been a sacrificial gr
Not only ‘ where the FER is found * but from i
fags it is ‘ agaAlw,’ santcified with a gEIF or
a1eq7g. So to every Hindu, from the ®§a1® to the
this WG, this RAgeqT, is at once 2 faas and a gu
That i$ why in the case of some of our Mohamed:
Christian countrymen who had originally been forcibly
verted to Non-Hindu religion and who consequently has
herited, along with Hindus, 2 common Father-land
greater part of the wealth of common culture g
law, customs, folklore and history—are not and cann
recognized as Hindus. For though &7 to them is
as to any other f§g yetitis notto them a gwiy
Their Holyland is far off in Arabia or Palestine.
mythology and godmen, ideas and heroes t
chirlden of this soil. Consequently their na
their outlook smack of foreign origin. Their
divided. Nay, if some of them be really
what they profess to do, then there canbe no choi
must to a man set their Holy-land above their Father-la
their love and allegiance. That is but natural. We ar

\demning nor are we lamenting. We are simply telling facts
they stand. We have tried to determine the essentials of
4 and in doing so we have discovered that the Bohras
1 such other Mohamadan or Christian communities possess
the essential qualifications of f§ge but one : and that is
t they do not look upon India as their Holyland.

It is not a question of embracing any doctrine propound-
y any new theory of the interpretation of God and Soul and
. For we honestly believe that the Hindu Thought—we
» not speaking of any religion which is dogma—has ex-
usted the very possibilities of human speculation as to the
ture of the Unknown—if not the Unknownable, or the
ture of the relation between that and thou. Are you
jonist—a monotheist—a pantheist—an atheist—an agnos-
? Here is ample room, oh soul! whatever thou art, to
» and grow to thy fullest height and satisfaction
this Temple of temples, that stands on no
onal foundation, buton the broad and deep
| strong foundation of Truth. Why goest then to fill
little pitcher to wells far off, when thou standest on the
iks of the crystal-streamed Ganges herself ? Does not the
od in your veins, oh brother, of our common fore-fathers
alond with the recollections of the dear old scenes and
from which they were so cruelly snatched away at
point of sword ? Then come ye back to the fold of your
hers and sisters who with arms extended are standing at
open gate to welcome you—their long lost kith and kin.
¢ can you find more freedom of worship than in this
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land where a ¥M@i® couldpreachatheismfromtﬁ:s ‘
the temple of RIS | —more freedom of social org
than in the Hindu society where from the Patnas of 0
to the Pandits of Benares, from the &arss to the s, ¢
can develop a distinct social type of polity or organize a y
one. Verily Z3grfer 7 G TogiRa 7 AR, | Whatever o
be found in the world is found here too. And if anyth .4.'
not found here it could be founed no where. Ye, who
race, by blood, by culture, by nationality possess almos
the essentials of f§3@ and had been forcibly snatched
of our ancestral Home by the hand of Violence—ye I
only to render whole hearted love to our com
Mother and recognize her not only as f¥gs but eve
a gors, and ye would be most welcome to the Hindu fe

This is a choice which our country-men and our old:
and kin the Bohras, Khojas, Mamons and other Moham
and Christians communities are free to make—a chowef

which must be a choice of love. But as long as they ar
minded thus, so long they cannot be recognized as H n
We are it must be remmebered, trying to analyse and '
mine the essentials of ¥ as that word is actually unders
to signify and would not be justified to strain it in its
cation to suit any preconceived notions or party conveni

A Hindu therefore, to sum up the conclusions a :
is he who looks upon the land that extends from
f&g, from the Indus to the Seas, as the land of his
fathers—his f&3; who inherits the blood of that
first discernible source could be traced to the Vedic ¢

¥
~ .
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d which on its onward march, assimilating much that was

\ncorporated and ennobling much that was assimilated, has
ome to be known as the Hindu people; who has inherited
and claims as his own the culture of that race, as expressed

liefly in their common classic langauge the @&a and
presented by a common history, a common literature, art
1d architecture, law and jurisprudence, rites and rituals,

ceremonies and sacraments, fairs and festivals; and who
above all addresses this land, this g1, as his g3 , as his
Holyland—the land of his prophets and seers, of his god-
men and gurus, the land of piety and pilgrimage.
he essentials of f§ged—a common [, a common I,

These are

\d a common WeBRY. All these essentials could best be

smmed up by stating in brief that he is a &% to whom 1&g-

is not only a @3] but also a gwRy. For the first two
sentials of f§g@—rg and sfA—are clearly denoted and

pnnoted by the word figay: while the third essential of

is pre-eminently implied by the word gy : asitis
ccisely @eHl@ including ¥EHRs ie., rites and rituals

ceremanies and sacraments, that makes-a land a Holyland.

o make the definition more handy, we may be allowed to

sompress it in a couplet :—

sy Ferqudfen a€r Wi
R gonpd @ 3 RegRirera: o
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to this day have never changed the ancient name either
theirlandoroftheirra.ce,andaxemlled to day as five
HuSa dywsago.‘ftdt’,thechﬂdrenofm,inhabiton
her bank of the Indus, yet as in the mention of a river the
_ ﬁonoibothitsbanksisimpliedasamattcrofoomseso
t part of g which constitutes the western bank of
\dus is a natural part of Rrgear and is covered by our de-
sition. Secondly, accessories to the mainland are always
mown by the name of the latter. And thirdly, our Hindu
sople on that side of the Sindhu had through out history
poked uponthislandofsm?rqﬁ as their real fa¥, as well as
7. Thay had never been guilty of matricide in attempt
\ to set up the patch they inhabit as their only fagry or only
g+ . On the other hand their @@ and $er@ and AT are
our 99TCE and ¥@r@ and . From the Vedic time they
e a part integral of WAy, ‘ﬁgﬁrﬁﬂm’ ar ementioned
n THEY and AZFRARA as the rightful constituents of the great
Hindu confederacy and commonwealth. They belong to our
> to our Wif§ and to our Hepid. Therefore they are
indus and their case is well covered by our definition.

But even if one rejects the contention that the ownership
of a river does imply, unless otherwise statec, the owner
ship of both its banks yet the definition remains as sound as
ever and applies to our fsfi brethren on other grounds.
For, apart from the special case of our fget brethren that
inhabit on the other side of the Indus, there are
‘hundreds of thousands of Hindus who have settled in all

parts of the world. A time may come when these our Hindu

VII

T.he rough analysis to which the conception of R
subjected in the foregoing scction has enabled us to
working definition embodying or rather indicating the
essentials of it. It now remains to see how far this ger
definition can stand a detailed exa.mmahon that -'T:
b?st conducted by testing a few typical and some of the ;
dxﬁexje:_xt cases which have in fact made the necess:ty
definition so badly felt . While deveioping it we have t
at each step to free it, so far as it is possible to do so
case of so comprehensive and elusive a generalization as
from the defect of being overlapping. 1f we find in
few typical cases in the light of this deﬁmuon
they all fit in well then we may be sure that it is free fi
'th? opposite defect of exclusiveness too. We have seen ‘
}tlsnotopento fAsqNY; it remains to be seen w ]
it is not open to &=qTH also.

The geographical divisions that obtain amongst the Hir
would, at a glance, be,seentohannonisewellwiﬂ:the
of our definition . The fundamental basis of it isthe,
s1fég Rrquda, and although many of our brethern, and
pacally those wh had bees thi st wdoabiad Secol
of the ancient ffgs, and who besides are the very pe
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it ast as in England we find Iberians, Kelts, A.ngles_
g Normans now fused in spite of the racml. re-
’_‘5' Dm&"'tennmiages into one nation, so the ancient
‘cuZtﬁlzﬁl:m of Aryans, Kolarians, Dravidians and ot.hets.
if they had ever been keen, can no l.oxjeral;e ;cw
' have dealt with the point as exhaustively b
i tions and pointed out that theu@w 3
o gnized in our lawbooks bear indisputable tes
! SYStemt::eth that a fusion sufficient to keep the flow of
(:rr:r}rlx:: blood through our body poli:ic l;r:i:rro: ;d ;:;:
. mplished fact. b
ql:a‘:?er:h ;xllle:l cu:::n rp;fused to pull them down in txmte.
’ 33 was neither the first nor the 1.a.st of thAry::,sthe:
! love with a fir€ar, nor the Brahmin lady, the e
mak:nowvsﬁ to whom we have referred already was :
E g 1 that took a fancy to a 3q1q youth. Out f:.l
°"g'oi;y°;‘h§: or Kolis or even Santals, a yc.)':xth l(::o :wig:h
. in a city sc -
may at times be pi.cked up ax.\d dropped s g
o fea:;i ?e::g r;‘c:egn :ii :aiu: born of the fusi::,-
orhit;z :n r::lhe whole is a healthy one, because gradual, of c‘;
b ians, Dravidians and all those of ourax.l
A"Yans{‘ Ko‘ll:::d w.e as a race inherent, is rightly call.ed nenthet:
an Arv;anos,enor Kolarian, nor Dmm—but t‘he H(::dt::ox;o:r :
that is, that people who live as la;tgldt:n l(:n : ct;::mhes e
doring a common holy ~thie
‘::d_f:gs' 'rgherefore the Gares, BIls, gs‘;sm m
and all other such tribes and classes are A et
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colonists, who even to-day are the dominating factor in
numbers, capacity and intellect in their respective
may come to own a whole country and form a sepa "
But will this simple fact of residence in lands other tha
19 render one a non-Hindu? Certainly not ; for the fir
sential of FEgeq isnot thata man must not reside in 1a nds
side India, but that wherever he or his descendants
happen to be he must recognize féaeaT as the land of
forefathers. Nay more; it is not a question of recogn
either. If his ancestors came from India as Hindus he
not help recognizing India as his 173, So this defini
of Rg@ is compatiable with any conceivable expan
of our Hindu people. Let our colonists continue unabs
their labours of founding a Greater India, 2 AYIVRA, to
best of their capacities and contribute all that is best in.
civilization to the upbuilding of Humanity. Let them
rich the people that inhabit the earth from Polé to Pole w
their virtues and let them in return enrich their own cc n
and race by inbibing all that is healthy and true whe: ey
found. f&ger does not clip the wings of the Himalayan cag
but only adds to their urge. Solong as ye, Oh Hindus,
upon BFEA as the land of your forefathers and as t
tand of your prophets, and cherish the prizeless heritage
their culture and their blood, so long nothing can ;
the way of your desire to expand. The only geograp
limits of e are the limits of our earth ! b
So far as the racial aspect of our definition is concerned v
cannot think of any exception that can seriously challenge i

tors,
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the case of our i@ brotherhood. No one could be sosilly as-
ontest the statement that Fayear, “sifny fagedar ARa-
* is their Fatherland—the land that ever since the first
1t records of the Vedic Period has been the land where their
\thers lived and loved and worshipped and prayed.
condly, they most undoubtedly inherit the Hindu blood in
pir veins asmuchasanyoneinMadrasorBengaldoos. Nay
ore - While we Hindus in Maharashtra or Bengal inherit
blood of the Aryans as well as of those other ancient
wople who inhabited this land, the Sikhs are the almost
oct descendants of those ancient (&¥gs and can claim to-
ve drunk their being at the very fountain of this Ganges
our Hindu Life before she had descended down to the
Janes. Thirdly, they have contributed and therefore are
he rightful copartners in our Hindu culture. For &&@Al
was a river in the Punjab before she became the Deified
] mage of Learning and Art. To this day, do millions of
section of people amongst them—not 3 {{indus through out Hindusthan join in the enchanted chorus
taken I.IO'tion. but unfortunately to :o i -CXplode this with which the f&gs, your forefathers, Oh Sikhs, paid the
and suicidal mistake in the opposite ':.mlt \ another grg \ribute of a grateful people to,and extolled the glories of, the-
1 irection and diso River on whose banks the first seeds of our Culture and civili-
. sauon were sown, and catching their Rigvedic accents sing
«sifyaR A<t | 3faR @@ | The Vedas are theirs as they
are ours, if not as a revelation, yet as arevered work that sings
of the first giant struggles of Man to tap the sources of Nature,the-
first giant struggle of Light against the forces of Darkness and
Ignorance, that had stolen and kept imprisoned the spirited
waters and refused to allow the rays of Illumination to touch

those
of them who have not as yet come fully :

fi
uence of any orthodox Hindu sect, do still

-and sai
saints and follow a religion, which however i

-are still purely attach
: ed to this land, whi .
B:t only a fatherland but a Hol):la.nl;mh e
R c:l‘:u‘::l‘ﬂd have been no serious obj;;cﬁon e
misllndersf_anaépect of m too, but for i ."
]ari dmg ﬂlatOWeslts ongmtoth l.,,‘.
Tity between the two terms fége and Hin: confusing
tw alrmd}f to draw a clear line of dem oem.
wo‘:dCODO?ptlons and protested agai tha:catlon e
Ui Hmdmsm to denote the Wmﬁ g use of
Hinduis identical - with f&gas; nor is w ida.loxfg, 1
Tz and b:?hm twofold mistake that identiﬁ:sn ;-:'
DON-YHITHT sects‘“th ) I_ il sects is iustly resented b \.
goads a o

# .
andgmmnd for any such bitterness of feelings on eith,
: on truth as it is woul oy
faiz-m?dd d be acknowledged by all {]
S geed people through out our Hindu Society y:l,,
neral treatment of this question we could oo

; not tak
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Jent. The T, ST, e, MEATHT and the firef Sikhs
e proud of being Hindus by race and by natmnahty As their
urus themselves had been the children of Hindus they
ould fail to understand if not resent any such attempt to
wss them as Non-Hindus. The %89 is read by the &aradls
s well as by the Sikhs as a sacred work : both of them have
S ek M T Silkhs 10 and festivals in common. The Sikhs of the g&&@dr
with us bewail the fall of gufars, share the fate of a ¢ .t aho, 5o ar 2 the bk of the population s concerned,
‘quered people, and suffer together as Hindus. Millions of S equally attached to their racial appellation and live
‘mm' o 50 the R+ e 3 mongst Hindus as Hindus. It cannot be but shocking to
‘ 1 nlamguageOt L riat chol et \em to be told that they had suddenly ceased to be Hindus.
ok OF fhdhr Land. ) Whilo th gist canll bur racial Unity is so unchallenged and complete that inter-
.Gm'ownllmit ST it e B amagos are quite common amongst the Sikhs and ®aTasls.
O g g g The fact is that the protest that is at times raised by
et Ladiy e i i yme leaders of our Sikh brother-hood against their being
Ny motorly the AL but s th gt tho i, G d as Hindus would never have been heard if the term
o Bkl oy Hinduism was not allowed to get identical with Sanatanism.
born and bred in Hindusthan ; the lakes of Hindusthan are h o R T L s the waeeneth Ak et e
l1akes of nector and of freedom—m and FHEY; the lan

sulting therefrom, are at the root of this fatal tendency that
+of Hindusthan is the land of prophets and prayers-%g and 3 nars at tlm&s the cordial relations existing between our
9T Really if any community in India is Hindu beyon

ister Hindu Communities. We have tried to make it clear
cavil or criticism it is our Sikh brotherhood in the Punj at FégA is not to be determined by any theological tests.
L —— ool F et we must repeat it once more that the Sikhs are free to
B o e g or feg pec reject any or all things they dislike as superstitions in @I~
The Sikh of to-day is the Hindu of yesterday and the ‘ x93, even the binding authority of the Vedas as 2 revela-

-of to-day may be the Sikh of to-morrow. The change of tion. They thereby may ceasc to be Gadls, but cannot
dress, or a custom, or a detail of daily life cannot change i L oce o be Himdns,  Sikhs ave Bindos io)the sesse of our

R N e blot out history itself. definition ‘of fég= and not in any religious sense whatever.
- To the millions of our Sikh brethren their f&ge is self-evi- .
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‘man and rouse the Soul in him. The story of the Sikhs,
any one of us must begin with the Vedas, pass on through
palaces of Ayodhya, witness the battlefield of Lanka, h
§ to lay the foundation of Lahore and watch prince
leave the confines of Hi@@awg and enter the caves to find
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n: lans—in fact to us Hindus they are more important than
y non-Hindu Community in India. The harm that a
wecial and communal representation does is never so great
the harm done by the attitude of racial aloofness. Let
\e Sikhs, the Jains, the Lingayats, the non-Brahmins and
cen, for the matter of that, Brahmins press and fight for the
¢ht of special and communal representation, if they honestly
o e nity sk upon it as indispensable for their communal
“us Hindus. We are Sikhs, and Hindus and Bharatiyas. or their growth is the growth of the whole Hindu ’
are all three put together and none exclusively. ' ven in ancient times our four main castes enjoyed a
Another reason besides this fear of being indetified wit ind of special representation on communal basis in our
followers of ATAA9Y which added to the zeal of some o ouncils of State as well as in local bodies. They could do
Sikh brothers and made them insist on getting classed s hat without refusing to get fused into the larger whole and
rately as non-Hindus, was political one. This isnot the pla ncorporated into the wider generalization of fEgw. Let
entering into merits or demerits of a special representa o Sikhs be classed as Sikhs religiously ; but us Hindus ra-
The Sikhs were naturally anxious to guard the special in ially, nationally and culturally. ]
of their community and if the Mohomedans could enjoy The brave people who placed their heads by hundreds
privilege of a special and communal representation, we der the executioner’s are rather than disown their
not understand why any other important minority in I um—ﬁﬁmﬁﬂ%lmﬁmﬂm“ﬁm!—
should not claim similar concessions. But we feel that Il they disown their seed, forswear their fathers and sell
claim should not have been backed up by our Sikh heir birthright for a mess of pottage! God forbid! Let
by an untenable and suicidal plea of being non-Hin  minorities remember that if Union lies in strength then in
Sikhs, to guard their own interests, could have pressed bo lies the firmest and yet the dearest bond that can
and succeeded in securing special and communal repres fiect a real, lasting and powerful union of our people. You
tation ont he ground of being an important minority as- nay fancy that it pays you to remain aloof for the passing
' ur,butltmlldomealmhblehamtothlsouranaent
nouncing their birth-right of f&g&. Our Sikh brotherh race and civilization as a whole—and especially to yourselves
Your interests are indissolubly bound with the interests o¢
8

Religiously they are Sikhs, as Jains are Jains, Lingay
Lingayats, Vaishnavas are Vaishnavas:—but all
racially and nationally and culturally are a polity and a pi
one and indivisible, most filty and from times immen
called Hindus. No other word can express our racial o
not even WRHM can do that for reasons dealt with i
foregoing sections. WRAT indicates an Indian and expr
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your other Hindu brethren. Whenever in the future as i n
past, a foreigner raises a sword against the Hindu civil
tion, it is sure to strike you as deadly as any other
community. Wheneverin future as in the past, the Hir
as a people come to their own and under a Shivaji or a Ranj
Ramchandra or a Dharma, an Ashoka or an Amoghwar
feeling the quickening touch of life and activity mount ¢
pinnacles of glory and greatness—that day would ‘
lustre on you as well as on any other member of our
Commonwealth. So, brothers, be not dismayed by the i
mediate gains, paltry or otherwise, nor be duped by "
readings and misinterpretations of history. 1 was once G
by one, who posing as a  #fy was nevertheless convicte
for committing a dacoity in the house of a Brahmin to whe
he owed money and whom he consequently murderec th
the Sikhs were not Hindus and that they could incur‘;
guilt by killing a Brahmin as the sons of Govindsing were b
trayed by a Brahmin cook ! - Fortunately there was ano h
Sikh gentleman and 2 real ¥4t and was recognized'..‘
such by all learned Sikhs who immediately contradicted an
comered him by several examples of #RigT@ and others, wh
had sheltered the Guru and proved true to the Sikhs e e
ento martyrdom. Was not Shivaji betrayed by his kith az
kin and his grandson again by a ¥ who too was
Hindu ? ButdidShivajiorhisnaﬁondisowntheirraco an
cease to be Hindus? = Many of the  Sikhs have actei
treacherously first at the time’of desertion of the heoic Banda
then again at the time of the last var of the Khalsa ¢

ith the English. Gura Govindsing hnmself was d&;rt:d:i

ber of Sikhs and in the very thick of ﬁght an: .1
L t“u:ct of treacherous cowardice of these Sikhs wl.nch by
orcing our lion-hearted Guru to try a desparate sortx;,s g:;z
sccasion to that cursed Brahmin wretch to betray i
ns; 1f therefore for the crime of the latter we cease i
Hindus, then for the crime of the former we ought to ‘

: A | ;
I Kesx:i:; of the Hindus as well as the major com::xi::;
ties of them did not fall from the ski?s as separatt;d c;:: i l;
They are an organic growth that has its roots em i
in a common land and in a common culture. . You canlxim ;fnit
up alamb and by tying a =5 and #9797 on it, make a onoan;
If the Guru succeeded in forming a band of martzerts1 a
warriors he could do so because the race 1.:ha,t produ m
as wéli as that band, was capable of being moulded ; &
'l‘hé lion’s seed alone can breed lions. The flower camnof i;)er v
“1 bloom and smile and smell:vsurely. 1 came out g N
stalk é.lone :—1 have nothing to do with the roots ! 0
more gan we deny our seed or our blood. As soon as };tim
point 5 Slkh who was true to his Guru you have automa fc-
ally. pointed out a Hindu who was true to the Gur;;;ndzr,
before being a Sikh he was, and yet contmnfm t'o be;ha us‘.:
So long as our Sikh brethren are true to Sikhism oaytmthis
of necessity continue to be Hindus; for 8 long. mus A
land, this AT, Sy Fagea, remain their ﬁézxt:
their quy, It is by ceasing to be Sikhs alone tha ’,
way, perhaps, cease to be Hindus. |
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culture

o g L recognised as a Hindu. For, she had adg:e}‘m“;e L

We.have dealt at some length with this special case and came to adore our land as her %R, St g X

eur Sikh brotherhood as all those arguments and rema Hindu and that is, apart from all technicalities,

would automatically test all similar cases of our other 3 and the most important test. But we must not forget ﬂ"t

b & % s o5is H A A § in the sense 1o

e e s s e s sl 1 i i ol of R n e e

/ s hich the word is a y

agnoticism, or for the matter of that, atheism. The Saaw T :f our people. And therefore we must say that any cfmvert

look on this land as the land of their forefathers, their of non-Hindu parentage to Hindutva can be a Hindu, if b::cd
as well as their gua31 , and are therefore Hindus, Of cour : ts our land as his or her country

St ; fide, he or she adop : ol i

it m;uperﬂu-ous, after all this, to tefer to t?ur S T9E : muﬁsaﬁindu,thmwmn&wh“mrhnl:::a ™ m.

all the essetials of Rg@ hold good in their case S0 em and adopts our culture and thus adores our as the g9,

ently that they are Hindus of Hindus. We, in fact, a The children of such a union as that would, other things
unable to hit upon any case that can lay our definition o DY

being equal, be most emphatically Hindus. We are net
to the charge of exclusiveness, ¥ .
4 thorised to go further.
In one case alone it seems to offer some real difficulty. [ auBut by coming to believe into the tenets of any sects of
for example, Sister Nivedita a Hindu? If ever an exce ptic ]

the Hindus, a foreign convert may bf:.reoogn.isetoas a !‘:I;
a+ft, oragi@, or 2 ¥;and as these rehgmnsbe-:?.‘n;igthundedert
or revealed to Hindus, go by the name ofﬁ; e oonvnnd

' 100, may be religiously called a Hindu. But it must be under-
sto;d that a religious or cultural con.vel.'t possewtw ot:llz g
of the three essentials of &g and it is owmng 10 e
qualification that people generally do not:r\eeogms":ﬂl l—ea,l‘sgwus Hmdbe.

tributes to the

any one and every one who con ' . i
liezsoiourraoe. Sodeeponrfeelmgoigra.utudem:towzjs
aSistetNiveditaoranAnnieBsantiorthem:x;«:n ;
Yendered to the cause of our Motherland and our ,we
<oft hearted and sensitive to the touch of Love as a race
Hindus are, that Sister Nivedita or a person like her who so

proves the rule it does so here . Our patriotic and noble m

ed sister had adopted our land &Tf&Y RrgY¥aT as her Ry
She truly loved it as such, and had our nation been free,
would have been the first to bestow the right of citizenshi

on such loving souls. So the first essential may, to some e
tent, be said to hold good in her case.  The second essenti

of common blood, of Hindu patronage must, never-the- _‘
and necessarily, be absent in such cases as these. The sacra
ment of marriage with a Hindu which really fuses, and
universally admitted to do so, two beings into one may be sa
to remove this disqualification. But although this seconc
essential failed, either way, to hold good in her case, th

]

third important qualification of fggar did entitle her to b
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Yo.u take up buckets and fill your trenches with water
call it moat. Behold, Varuna himself, with his one
pl.lﬂl.lng continents aside, fills the 8ap by pouring seas
jmth the other! This Indian ocean with its bays and
s our moat. ‘

These are our frontier lines bringing  within
reach the advantages of an in-land as well as an ing
country. '

She is the richly endowed daughter of God—This our Moth
land. Her rivers are deep and perennial. Her land is yie
ing to the plough and her fields loaded with golden ha 4
Her necessaries of life are few and a genial nature viel
them all almost for the asking. Rich in her fauna, rich in ;
liora, she knows she owes it all to the immediat,e ’~
light and heat—The Sun. She covets not the icy lands : bles .
be they and their frozen latitudes. If heat is at times ‘encreg
ing’ here, cold is at times beumbing there. If cold indue

manual labour, heat : i
She takes more de;;htl;n;o;e:c;:sth: :l:sanvi:ytbn L The second essential of f§Z@ puts the estimate of our
, Tt Bioaniaitid %P N latent powers of national cohesion and greatness yet higher.

elight in exertingg No country in the world with the exception of China again,

Asy is peopled by a race so homogeneous, yet so ancient and yet

so strong both numerically and vitally. The Americans too,
whom we found equally fortunate with us so far as the gift
of an excellent geographical basis of nationality is concern-
ed, are decidedly left behind. Mohamedans are no race nor
are the Christians. They are a religious unit, yet neither a
racial nor a national one. But we Hindus, if possible, are
all the three put together and live under our ancient and

gardens are green and shady, her granaries well stocked, her
waters crystal, her flowers scented, her fruits juicy and her
herbs healing. Her brush is dipped in the colours of Dawn
and her flute resonant with the music of Gokul. Verily
Hind is the richly endowed daughter of God.

Neither the English nor the French—with the exception of
the Chinese and perhaps the Americans, no people are gifted
with a land that can equalin naturalstrength and richness the
land of fag®EId. A country, a common home is the first im-
portant essential of stable and strong nationality ; and as of all
countries in the world our country can hardly be surpassed
by any in its capacity to afford a soil so specially fitted for
the growth of a great nation, we Hindus whose very first
article of faith is the love we bear to the common Fatherland,
have in that love the strongest talismanic tie that can bind
close and keep a nation firm and enthuse and enable it to

accomplish things greater than ever.

a.t .feveris,h speed, wrapped in his icy sheets. She loves ¢
visit her ghats and watch her boats gliding down the e
on her moonlit waters. With the plough, the pe s

f:le lotus, the elephant and the Gita, she js willing to fc
if that must be, whatever advantage the colder lati
enjoy. She knows she cannot have all her own way. |
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common roof. The nnmencal strength of our race
asset that cannot be too higly prized. - ,

And culture ¢ The {English and the Americans
are kith and kin because they posses a Shakespeare
mon. But not only a Kalidas or a Bhas, but Oh ]
ye possess a Ramayan and a Mahabharat in common—
the Vedas! One of the national songs the American child
are taught to sing attempts to rouse their sense of '
self-importance by pointing out to the hundred years t
told that stand behind their history. The Hindu counts.
years not by centuries but by cycles--the Z and the &9+
amazed asks ¢ TUA: F9 TAIACHITST | TZI: T &N HLUG

He does not attempt to rouse the sense of self importar ¢

Vg
s the Jews : neither centuries of prosperity nor sense of gra-
itude for the shelter they found can make them more attach-
d or even equally attached to the several countries they in-
habit. Their love is, and must necessarily be, divided between
¢ land of their birth and the land of their Prophets. 1f the
Zionsts’ dreams are ever realized—if Palestine becomes a Jewis-
State and it will galdden us almost as much as our Jewish
fricnds--—they, like the Mahomedans would naturally set the
nterests of their Holy-land above those of their Motherlands
1 Ameriea & Europe and in case of war between their adopted
ountry and the Jewish state, would naturally sympathise
dith the latter, if indeed they do not bodily go over to it.
: History is too full of examples of such desertions to cite parti-
much as the sense of proportion, which is Truth. And ¢ lars. The crusades again, attest to the wonderful influ-
has perhaps made him last longer than Ramses and Ne ence that a common holy land exercises over peoples widely
chadnezzar. 1f a people that had no past has no future, ¢ eparated in race, nationality and language, to bind and hold
a people who had preduced an unending galaxy of h hem together. '

and heroworshippers and who are conscious of having fat The ideal conditions therefore under which a nation can
with and vanquished the forces whose might struck Gre attain perfect solidarity and cohesion would, other things be-
and Rome, the Pharaohs and the Incas, dead, have in ». ng equal, be found in the case of those people who inhabit the
history a guarantee of their future greatness more assuri and they adore, the land of whose forefathers is also the land
than any other people on carth yet possess. g of their Gods anp Angels, of Seers and Prophets ; the scenes
~ But besides culture the tie of common holy-land has of whose history are also the scenes of their mythology.
times proved stronger than the chains of a Motherls The Hindus are about the only people who are blessed with
Look at the Mohamadans.  Mecca to them is a sterner these ideal conditions that are at the same time incentive to
ality than Delhi or Agra. Some of them do not make national solidarity, cohesion and greatness. Not even the
secret of being bound to sacrifice all Indian if that be to Chinese are blessed thus. Only ‘Arabia and Palestine—if
glory of Islam or could save the city of their Prophet. ever the Jews can succeed in founding their state therc—can
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‘be said to possess this iunque advantage. But Ar o utilize our opportunities ! For let our people remember that
incomparably poorer in the natural, cultural, historica Gireat Combinations are the order of the day. The leagues of

numerical essentials of a great people ; and even if the d
-of the Zionists are ever realized into a Palestine
-they too must be equally lacking in these.
England, France, Germany, Italy, Turkey propet
Japan, Afganistan, Egypt of to-day (for the old
-ands of ‘ Punto’ and their Egypt isdudlongsinoe -
‘other African states, Mexico, Peru, Chilly ( not to m
states and nations lesser than all these }—though ra
~more or less homogeneous, are yet less advantageousl {
ated than we are, in geographical, cultural, histo
oumerical essentials, besides lacking the unique gift
sanctified Motherland. Of the remaining nations Russi
Europe, and United States in America, though geogr:
‘ally equally well-gifted with us, are yet poorer in al
every other requisite of nationality. China alone “ﬁ
present comity of nations is almost as richly gifted w
geographical, racial, cultural and numerical essentlals
Hindus are. Only in the prosessnonofaoommon.a
-and a perfect langauge, tha Sanskrit, and a sanctified )
land are we, so far as the essentials thatcon’m
national solidarity are concerned, more fortunate.
Thus the actual essentials of g are, as this
~sketch reveals, also the ideal essentials of Nationality. I
would we can build on this foundation of f§ge a ful
greater than what any other people on earth can yet d
‘of :—greater even than our own Past. Provided we are:

Nations, the alliances of Powers, Panmislamism, Panslavism,
Panethiopism,—all little beings seeking to get themselves in--
orporated into greater wholes, so as to be better fitted for
he struggle for existence and power. Those who are not
aturally and historically blessed with numerical or gorgaphic-
or racial advantages are seeking to share them with others.
Woe to those who have them already as their birthright and
ncw them not ; or worse, dispise them! Thenations of the
vorld are desparately trying to find a place in this or that
tombination for aggression ;--can any one of you, Oh Hindus !
hether 8 or ATt or GAIAHL or YA or anyother subsection,
fford to cut yourselves off or fall out and destroy the ancient,
he natural and the organic combinatoin that already exits —
'ombination that is bound not by any scraps of paper nor by
e ties of exigencies alone, but by the ties of blood and birth
nd culture ? Strengthen them if you can: pull down the
that have survived their utility, of castes and customs,
of sects and sections : What of inter-dining ?—but intermar-
ges between provinces and provinces, castes and castes,
e encouraged where they do not exist. But where they
cady exist as between the Sikhs and Sanatanies, Jains and
aishnavas, Lingayats and Non-Lingayats—suicidal be the
and that ties to cut the nuptial tic. Let the minorities re-
sember they would be cutting the very branch on which they
and. Strengthen every tie that binds you to the main
yrganism, whether of blood or langauge or common festivals
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Servians, who politically and racially and religiously were
more closely bound up with them. Take the case of America ;
when the German war broke out she suddenly had to face the
danger of desertions of her German citizens ; while the Negro
citizens there sympathise more with their brethren in Africa
han with their white countrymen. American State, in the
ast resort, must stand or fall with the fortunes of its Anglo-
Saxon constituents. So with the Hindus. They being the
people, whose past, present and future are most closely bound
with the soil of Hindusthan as fde3], as a gva¥j, they consti-
tute the foundation, the bedrock, the reserved forces of the
Indian state. Therefore even from the point of Indian
ationality, must ye, Oh Hindus, consolidate and strengthen
indu Nationality: not to give wanton offence to any of
our non-Hindu compatriots, in fact to any one in the world,
but in just and urgent self-defence of our race and land ; to
render it impossible for others to betray her or to subject her
to unprovoked attackes by any of those ‘ Pan-isms’ that are
struggling forth from continent to continent. As long as
vther communities in India or in the world are not respectively
planning India first or Mankind first, but all are busy in organ-
sing offensive and defensive alliances and combinations on
ntirely narrow racial or religious or national basis, so long,
at least so long, Oh Hindus, strengthen if you can those
ubtle bonds that like nervethreads bind you in One Organic
Social Being. Those of you who in a suicidal fit try to cut °
off the most vital of those ties and dare to disown the name
Hindu will find to their cost that in doing so they have cut

and feasts or culture and the love you bear to the comn
Motherland. Let this ancient and noble stream of Hindn bl
“flow from vein to vein, from &12% to $2%, till at last the Hi
‘people get fused and welded into an indivisible whole, |
-our race gets consolidated and strong and sharp as steel.

" Just cast a glance at the past, then at the Present :
islamism in Asia, the Political Leagues in Europe, the ¥
«ethiopic movement in Africa and America :—and then see,
Hindns, if your future is not entirely bound up with
future of India : and the future of India is bound up, in |
last resort, with Hindu strength. We are trying our b
as we aught to do, to develop the consciousness of ang
‘sense of attachment to the greater whole, whereby Hing
Mohamedans, Parsis, Christians and Jews would fe
Indians first and every other thing afterwards. But
ever progress India may have made to that goal one th
semains almost axiomatically true--not only in India but eve
where in the world—that a nation requires a foundat
to stand upon and the essence of the life of a nation is the
of that portion of its citizens whose interests and history a
aspirations are most closely bound up with the land and .Q
thus provide the real foundation to the structure of th
national state. Take the case of Turkey. The you
Turks after the revolution, had to open their Parliament a
military institutions to ArmenSans and Christians on a ng
religious and secular basis. But when the war with r
‘came the Christians and Armenians first wayered and. th







