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‘The Arya Samaj, being an independent organi
zation, decided to publish a history of its activitie :
independently. It was therefore necessary for the
‘Hindu Maha Sabha to tecord its activities separately .
The following pages are intended to give a faithful
picture of the struggle carried on on behalf of the
Hindu Maha Sabha.

The author of this book had the advantage OL
personal knowledge and experience. He had actively
participated in the struggle from the very beginning
and was an eye-witness to many happenings in Aurang
abad Jail. Te was therefore in a unique position ta
depict a true picture of the struggle.

In this struggle more than a lakh of Tupees were
collected and spent on the movement and more th n
four thousand civil resisters were sent out to offer
civil resistance on behalf of the Hindu Maha Sabha.

In a struggle like this, many an act of heroism i
brought to light and human beings are shown in thei
true colours. The contribution made by the ‘Hind
Maha Sabha in this struggle, both in the field of actiox
as well as in deciding matters of policies and guiding
the activities throughout, was great
proud of. '

The effects of this struggle are bound to be fa
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By G. V. KETKAR, B.A., LL.B.«Editor, Mahmtta--
General Secretary, Hindu Maha Sabha.

Sjt. S. R. Date, the Secretary of the M:
Wovincial Hindu Sabha has written this 1'?51?1?‘2&1
ulmn.«-. recording the history of the glorious struggle
i Hn‘l(lu Civil Liberties in Hyderabad State. Bhfga.-
agar is an old name for Hyderabad and is fami]iargin
sharashtra. Hence the movement is known in. the
arts as the Bhaganagar Struggle. .

The struggle lasted nearl ‘
y for a year. It began in
,.m-mbcr 1938_and ended in August 1939. Bgut 11;.
ns are enduring. The Hindu Maha Sabha, the Arya
anmij ;}nd for a time the Congress through its arm the
tatc Congress’, were involved in it. The Arya Samayj
mmz(l~ its struggle to religious liberties. The Hind1]1
Gt 1 nlm’bubha broadened the issue and included other civil
Lerties also. The State Congress stressed the demand

bt responsible government.

seaching. It has crgeated pan-Hindu consciousness “l(:ﬁ;r;;lrtld fS RoTeE: BHICIDER i mafefo Wegn the

) ‘ ‘ e o aha ) e Arya-Hin i
aggression. Though this struggle ended in full VICtOTSE ¢ f 41] sorts of attacks aifld inﬂul::n(l:lenslt%anfit\(l):e% ttllllel

e e Hindu Maha Sablia and the Arya Samaj, it B, cnq of
'.,Ln- 0 _the stmggle and emerged triumphant. The
va Samaj showed its virility, its strength as a well-

not at all the end of it. In fact, it is the beginning O

a mew struggle which will have to be fough? on a fall i . ligious organization, its intensity whi '

wider scale, when the fittest only will survive. we all ki e iy S s i o
e a .lqu qf suffering and even death. The Arya-
najist civil resister defied all hardships and even death
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and under the direction of Wardha the State Congress
vithdrew from the struggle abruptly in the middle.
t was a shameless betrayal. Then an attempt was made
o induce the Arya Samaj to stop the fight. It was
ien expected that the poor Hindu Sabha ‘would die’.
vould have to submit with ignominy, with an acknow-
cdgment of weakness. The nefarious plan is brutally
wposed in all its nakedness by the statement of Shri
Jamodar Das, a responsible head of the State Congress,
vho was in close touch with Wardha ( See pp. 140-141 ).
le blurted out the truth. Poor Fellow! He did not
now that ‘truth’ was also to be used with discretion.
le was a Kachha Chela of Wardha.

The Maha Sabha as a political organization had
supply the brain power. Its sacrifices in men and mon
were also tremendous. Senapati P.M. Bapat beg
the fight purely as a fighter against human injusti
His idea was really to aid the State Congress.
Senapati really appealed for support from Congress
out-side. He formed a body of Congressite civil resist
But Congressmen turned cold shoulder towards hi
They depended on the Wardha Oracle which did
want to embarass the Nizam. The non-embarassm
. vow which is limited to the war situation in the case
a foreign government is extended to all time when |
indigenous especially Muslim mis-rule faces the public.
Wardha Oracle depended upon Maulana Azad. This dep
dence is a characteristic example of the pseudo-impa
ality or impartiality complex of the Congress. Its influe
was again visible recently in the Sind affair. Gan
had sent Shrimati Padmaja Naidu to make a rep
on the situation. But her report could not be relied on
probably she was a Hindu. Her report subsequently
the Hyderabad riot also was suppressed. It did not com
light except for some passages published by the Mahs
Maulana Azad selected Dr. Hamid as his trusted emiss
to go to Hyderabad and to report the situation.
Hamid reported that the Nizam’s Government is re
to grant all rights if Hindus and Muslims agreed. T
was a big ¢f. The same 4f which haunts the probl
of Swarajya for all India. Dr. Hamid relied on
Yar Jung-Narsingrao  talks which subsequently ca
to mnothing, not because the Hindu demanded
more rights but the Muslims were opposed to the v
principle of responsible government.

~ The Congressmen in British India did not to
Senapati Bapat even with a pair of tongs, On the ot

Who frustrated the plan ? It was Veer Savarkar
vho did it, the second great thing which he and he
ione did for the movement.  The first great thing was.
o take up the movement although ostensibly it was
pened by Senapati Bapat. Ostensibly because the
lindu Maha Sabha was preparing for that movement
md waiting for a suitable opportunity. The generosity
Qvith which Savarkar supported Senapati Bapat may
e contrasted with the attitude of the Congress exposed
oy the article of Shri. Damodar Das. “Look at this.
icture and at this ” Oh! Hindus.

Taking up the cue from Senapati Bapat’s adven-
ure and giving a pan-Hindu basis to the movement
vas the first great act of Savarkar. The second act
vas preventing the Arya Samaj from falling a prey to
he machinations of the Congress. Savarkar attended
he momentous meeting of the Arya Samaj held at
holapur., It was originally planned for the sake of
suspending the Arya Samaj movement. Congress leaders
vho hatched the Plan almost took it for granted that

'
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State Congress and rob its priority. It is a silly reason-

ing. For even in October 1937, when on Dharmaveer
Wamanrao Naik anniversary, Yashawantrao Joshi had

advocated defiance of the ban on the procession, elderly

leaders prevailed upon him to wait for a year. But
even supposing that the Hindu Civil Liberties Uniom
forestalled the Congress, the latter would have seen the

- taint of ‘Communalism’ of which they make an excuse

later. The thing is that they did not know their own:

mind. The reasoning for suspension was manufactured
over their heads at Wardha. They created a wrong

notion by constant repetition of the untruth that they
were the first in the field and the Hindu Sabha came in
afterwards to disturb their ‘pure nationalism.” The

real thing is that the Hindu sabhaits were first in the

field and the State Congress people were dragged in

for prestige. They then suddenly backed out. Their

upwise and uncalled for entrance and exit unnecessarily
did great harm to the Hindu Sahha movement.

{ And what was this pure ‘Nationalism’ which ram
away from the taint of Hindu Sabha. This ‘Nationalism”

did not want to embarass the Nizam. This Nationa-

lism relied on a Muslim emissary like Dr. Hamid,

who declared that the problem depended on ‘Hindu-

Muslim unity’ that was likely to emerge from the Yar.

Jung-Narsingrao talks. The talks prolonged and
came to nothing. If the Hyderabad problem was purely
‘political’ why did the emissary of the Congress depend
on the Yar Jung-Narasingrao talks which were talks.
between Hindus and Muslims ? The Nizam’s Government
issued a press note denying any connections with these
talks which duped the State Congress people.

The fight of the Hindu Sabha was against tremend-

xi

w1 odds. The Hindn Maha Sabha and the Arya Samaj
v te on one side, while Congress, British Government
wl the Nizam on the other. There were no ABC
¢lisses in Nizam’s jails. The terrible incidents in
Aurangabad jail are recorded by the author in this.
book. He was himself an eye-witness.

Sjt. S. R. Date, had attended the Latur Conference:-
which had sown the seeds of the movement. He headed
the inquiry made by the Maharashtra Hindu Sabha..
He toured in Nizam's State and prepared and publishtd
u detailed report. He was a member of the Civil Resist-
unce Committee which organized the movement before
it was formally sanctioned by the Hindu Maha Sabha
in its Nagpur Session. He led a batch of Satyagrahis to-
Aurangabad and experienced all the hardships of that
potorious jail. He is therefore, best - fitted to record.
the story, which marks a milestone in the awakening of
Hindudom which Savarkar’s lead has roused.

Let every Hindu reader read, agitate, and inwardly
digest the lessons of the Hyderabad struggle. Let him‘
after reading this book circulate it amongst friends.
Let it prove a light which lights another nor goes less.
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S. V. Pathak,

who suffered and at last died in
Hyderabad jail, and all those
myrters who laid down
their lives in the fight
for freedom.




CHAPTER 1

HYDERABAD STATE

IN RECENT YEARs Hyderabad State has attracted
public attention on a large scale. It had been the
centre of political and religious activity which in course
of time assumed wide dimensions : and it appears that
it will grow in importance as the scheme of the All India
Federation will develop. It is undoubtedly being
made a Muslim State. The pro-Muslim bias intro-
duced into the administrative machinery since the
accession of the present Nizam to the Gadi of Hydera-
bad in 1911, has been much responsible in creating a
wide gulf between the Hindu and the Muslim commu-
nities of the State. The Aligarh spirit which had
once dominated only the authorities, has now been
completely imbibed in the mind of the Muslim commu-
nity. The Muslim natives of the Dominions who were
once quite friendly and brotherly towards their Hindu
neighbours, have now begun to look down upon them
as rulers to the ruled !

This policy had its natural effect. It created a
stir in the Hindu community which was, and still is,
to a large extent, disorganized. It gave new life and
start to the Hindu organizations all over the Domi-
nions. The tremendous agitation led by the Hindus
of the State and also of the outside, during the last five
years and more, has aroused the feeling of self-con-
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1 i indus now feel that

in the Hindu mind. Hin y

ﬁdenc.e eglif they become, they can su}"e}y agsert theﬁ.
Orlg:;wand bend and mend the admxr.ustratwe mar(ii : !
?leery to care for the benefit of the Hindu community

as well. ol |
' The Nizam Dominions or the Hyderabad State

\
as they are popularly called, are one of the largest tracts

one despotic rule. The totfﬂ area i
2flela§cit:nizcludmg tl?at of the Berar w(l;uiz r;sm r;)lt
directly administered by th.e EBnt15h Int(;lxan fhat e
is 82,608 square miles. Th1§ is larger tha o
Bom’bay Presidency which is only 77,035 IS(;lil.l i
or even that of the Centr:iill Proernn(::sg:z«i :dil:f fo

ich i e miles. Al wdial

thhtﬁz %zrglto?nsg‘rl:; after Kashn.lel';e ;Nhl(e‘,}‘; 1sit8i2,8ta

i ation point of view, the
b mﬂc?rsl' stFefl?n;nE(i)glﬂ StatesI,) having a population
T 311611 g8 persons according to the census qf 1931
. I’44”3\1;11‘4rrevenue yield of the State ‘excludmg .ﬂ}])..
T:ﬁagrl: Paigahs and Serf-e-khas etc., 15 a;t;loveI ::(15 ;
grores wilich is far more than that of any other .

State. Al : ]
Geographically ~speaking, it 1sd351tuz}£c§c: c(;));ich
cally in the heart of the souther_n India. Sisthennis
. like a series of vast rolling uplands ha % ,‘
352 lavation of about twelve hundred feet a o
average1 i el. Broken hill masses are to be found scattered
i evtﬁe territory. The high table land ofd? (
ia-)lfacc(;‘rllerstretches down towards the eafst deS(i::n -
into the vast plains. This wzlolef tli';?;orylt st
: ichest parts o -
. t’he b?ls'(aldsxcl)dr;;e irricminefals, especially in coal a
ferlt;l \ ?Irile two great rivers of 'the Deccan,—t ¢
gold. i

interest and of importance.
which are one of the best relics of Buddhistic architec-
ture. The fortress of Devagiri still shows the best
engineering and strategic skill of its builders, Paithan,
the capital of the great King Shalivahan of renowned
memory, is
Godavari. Parali Vaijanath and Ghrishneshwar, two of the
twelve Jyotirlingas, are the holy places of the Hindus.
Bhawani of Tuljapur and Amba of Ambajogai
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Godavari and the Krishna— flow through these regions,
and enrich the soil of an extensive area. There are
large forests covering a total area of about 0,000 square
miles, which is almost ten per cent of the total area of
the State. Practically all kinds of crops and especially
cotton, rice, jawar, and all kinds of sceds are produced. .
Castor seed is one of the' largest products of the State,

its annual crop being almost sixty per cent of the total’
produce of the world.

Linguistically, the State is not homogeneous,
About seventy lakhs or almost half of the population is
Telugu which occupies the eastern half of the State.
Marathi speaking population which is about thirty-
cight lakhs resides in northern and western  districts ;
while Canarese which is the mother-tongue of about
sixteen lakhs is spoken in a few districts in the South.
Generally Urdu is the language of the Muslims who
are about fifteen lakhs in number and are scattered
all over -the territory. But though they form only
10.5 per cent of the total population of the State, their
Urdu language is considered as the language of the
State and the Court, and all Government business from
lop to bottom is carried on through it.

Historically, the State includes many places of

There are the Elora caves

situated on the banks of the = river

are
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still ‘the places of wox.‘st(xlips.of ;hfvhﬁfif}:; Sﬁj}?%%?ﬁé
s plal(i? (;fegc:.l rllrlx ig:g:n o}in‘?he’ great Guru, is situ.ate_:d ‘
dQV\ﬁ} tlk?e State. There are the battlefields of cherished
- mr Udgir 'and Kharda, where the Maratha forcez
11111::1“ Org\;ted the Nizam armies. The holydpﬁze:;dgu‘
Dnyaneshwar and Eknath, of Ramdas ;mt TN
and so many other saints are there. In fact, ¥

both inside and outside of this State have not only

i i lso of common
ds of kith and kin, but also .
iiﬁ:g: bt?;}ch religious and cultural, within the bound
A« y ; 't
:as of the State as also outside 1it._
arleb];)efore the advent of the fourteenth ?en:;llrry;;
there were only Hindu kingdqms 311 ov;ixl'l (‘;hclal as.((i)uin :es_..
i The Muslim invaders ha
i g .1 and other parts in Nothern
d Punjab and other pal !
:;a‘:lg;y ir?ttglzl;zmh arzd twelfth centuries, had %S"ta
brllished their supremacy in pelhi 211(} thih:ug:slznt 11rnn
It was however, 1 1299, or 3
iﬁ:?tgl invasion of the South was contempla_ted. uﬁl;l
u({-dm Khilji, the nephew of the thertlh rulsxongt hs H
- . decided to run down on the ; :
Jalz:e\(lldftll‘: Vindhya mountains and came up ?ORt,}.l
: (f;:)(;tress of Devagiri, now called paxﬂatabad, whereof :}]1 .‘
Ramdevroy had made his capltal. It was (:.ixe o .
most marvellous and strategically built fortress :

India. It was rightly considered as the gateway to

the South. It is surrounded by hills on three sides,

i the east. It was said
ine a commanding eye on @
fl(i?tmllli who possessed this 1mpregfn;1}t1)1e fortt;:;sl, IcI;)clllil
i le of the sou A
his control over the whole . rm .

1’?}1115 eskilll of construction and ingenuity exhibited

ildi i attracted and still attract
building this fortress had ey

even the military experts of today.
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to break ‘into it. But what the expert engineering
«kill and strategy of the position had succeeded in
achieving, the weakness of human heart succeeded in
destroying. The advancing forces of Ala-ud-din Khilji
who had pretended that he had had quarrel with
his uncle and that he was going to the south to
seck service somewhere, marched on the off-guard
soldiers of the King of Devagiri and the secret “fifth
column” spies showed the invaders the private and
secret ways to get into the inside of the fortress.
Ala-ud-din succeeded in defeating the King Ramdevroy,
and after annexing a vast territory and enforcing upon him
a big annual tribute, returned to Delhi. A few years
later, however, Ramdevroy took opportunity to re-
fuse to pay the tribute and tried to be independent
again.  After Ala-ud-din became the Sultan of Delhi,
he sent in 1308 a large force under the command of
his general Malik Kafur who marched against Ram-
devroy, defeated him, and annexed his kingdom to
the throne of Delhi. Malik Kafur then ran down still
farther in the South, He took possession of the fort-
ress of Warangal and defeated the Hindu King who was
ruling there, Then he went straight upto Dwara-
samudra, the seat of the Hoysal Kings, captured that
place and ruined the dynasty; and after creating a masjid
on the Coromandel coast, he returned to Delhi. This
was the first time when Muslims penetrated their way
into the South. As usual what they did in the North,
they did in the South. They came to stay. At the time
of returning, Malik Kafur had appointed his agents at
all important places, and carried a vast plunder with him.

After the Khiljis, came the Tughlaks. Muhammad
Tughlak had heard of the glory of the fortress of Dev-
giri and was enamoured of it. He also wanted to ex-







