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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

This iz the last work of Veer Bavarkarji which he
completed during his illness and old age. After ite Marathi
and Hindi editions have been circulated, we feal it & matter
of profound pleasure and pride to offer to the public the
English version of the book. How far the book huas been
popular can easily be seen from the fact thet its Hindi and
Marathi editions have been published repeatedly.

The suthor wanted to translate this voluminous work
into English himself, but be could not do so because of his
fuiling health. His world famouns book, The Indian War of Inde-
pendence, 1857 was translated into English from the origingl
Marathi by his several patriot collesgues, but the final touch
given to the book was of the author himself. He wrote
Hindutea and Hindu- Pad-Padashahi originally in English,

Bavarkar was & writer of great eminence in Marathi,
Besides the charm of lsnguage, there is 8 striking originality
in his writings, and thought is paramount. Hence the neces-
gity of making his work available in other languages arises
invarishly. But translation, they say, is like a faithless
mistress. The charm of the original goes. The learmed
translator, his labour tempered with devotion, bas, bowever,
tried to give his best.

Bhri 8.T. Godbole has not translated the book in the
customary way. The scores of books (given in the Appendix)
which he has quoted in support of the assertions made by
the author while, on the one hand, lend suthenticity to the
book, they, on the other hand, show the colossal labour put in
by him in the projest. We are extremely thankful to him,

Savarkar eaw the panorama of Indian history in the rise
and fall of the Hindus. This concept of history moulded his
political thinking and career. How far he has been success-
ful in presenting his point of view is left to the discerning
reader,



A Word In Confidence

It is with great plessure and satisfaction that I present
to the readers thie tremslation of the original book in
Murathi. I consider it & piece of good luck to heve hed an
opportunity of translating such &n importent book by the
late Bwantentrya-Veer V. I Buvarkar, which cropped up in
my casual talk with Shree Balarao Bavarkar, the devoted
private secretary of that Prince of Patriots. After it waa
traneleted every chepter went to the illustricus suthor who
honoured me by going through it very carefully and when I
had the good fortune to meet him personally on the comple-
tion of the undertaking, he obliged me by saying that he was
safisfled with the translation and appreciated the hard labour
it entailed. Would thet Swe. Veer Saverker had been alive
today to ree this English trapalation of his book in print |

Veer Bavarkar’'s book, “gudg sfagmedis g 8850 o8~ is &
commentary—not & history in its scademic sense—on the
significant events and periods in our nationel life, taking &
broad survey of the growth sod survival of our Hindu rece.
In & way this attempt of Savarkar has been singular, barring
a few honourable exceptiona.

The general trend of the Historieas, written, read and
tanght in schools and colleges has been one of culogizing the
forelgners pnd deprecating the Hindu race, relying wholly on
the hinsad records of the foreign historians amd travellers.
Attempts are, happily, being made to reconstruct and
restate the history of India from the national point of view,
using to the utmost all available native records of coins snd
inseriptions snd covert allusions in the otherwise non-histo=
rical works, slender though they may be ; but they are still
sporadic and isolated, relating to this or that particular
phase of Indian History. This wvolume presents “Six
Glorions Epochs of Indian History® since the beginning
of our recorded history ie. from the days of Chendragupta



Maurya to the end of the British dominance over India.
Hemnce, like its predecezssor, *The War of Indian Independenca
of 1867", which galvanized the public opinien and chenged
the world outlock on that phase of our naetional life, this
book too is wvery likely to start re-orientation of our histori-
cal concepts and the sccepted hiatorical theories. A nesd
for an English translation of this book was, therefore, sorely
felt with & view to introducing it to the people who are
unable to read or vnderstand Marathi,

A book of thie type had to be substantisted with proofs,
especially when it was replete with thought-provoking—even
at times shocking—statements and conclusions. Basic refer-
ences were, therefore, an ooevoidable necessity ; but the
author, who had already erossed the bar of eighty years, and
whose physical silments had already created insurmountable
difficulties in the very writing of this book, could not be
expectad to stand the rigour of pin-pointing his references,
voluminous as they were. I, therefore, had to shoulder that
reaponsibility. The appendage of the basic references to
this volume is thus my humble contribution. They will
clearly show to the resder that the facts mentioned in this
volute are fully backed by evidenes. The interpretation of
these facta and the conclusions drawn from themn, however,
are the author's special privileges, if only they obey the laws
of logical reasoning. The chapters are numbered serially from
one to twenty-three. Each paragraph is serially numbered
at the beginning, while the figures in the body of the para-
graphs indicate the reference number. In preparing the
index, reference is made to the paragraphs and not to the
pages,

My thanks are due to my som, Shri P.8. Godbols for
going through the type written sheets and preparing the
Index, Iam thankful to Bhei B.I). Velankar, the Asiatic
Society of Bombay and the University of Bombay for library
fucilities, T am slsc thankful to the publizhers who have
brought out this book,

5. T, (rodbols
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Glorious Epoch

CHAPTER 1
CHANDRAGUPTA—CHANAKYA I

1. According to modern historical research, the first
phage of the dawn of our national life dates back almost
from five to ten thowsand years agol, Like that of China,
Babylon, Greece and other ancient nations our ancient his-
tory, too, is clothed in the poetical garb of mythology. Itis
replete with aneedotes, folk-lore, and deifieation of national
heroes and heroines, and resorta to supernatural and symbolie
description. Yet these ancient mythologies (Puranas) of ours
are the pillars supporting the edifice of our ancient history?®.
Just 83 these extensive Puranic texts of ours are a magni-
ficent treasure of our ancient literature, our knowledge, our
glorious deede and our grandeur and wealth, In & similar way
they are a vast store-house of the aceounts of our past, desul-
tory, chaotie, even at times, ambiguous though it may be.

2. Qur ‘Puranas, however, are not ‘history’ pure and
unadulterated®,

3. Henee, I propose to set aside the consideration of
the ‘Pauranic times' in the present context. For the ‘Glorious

The namber indicnte reference to the boak given in the Appeadiz.
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Epoche’, that I am going to refer to, and dilate upon, belong
not 80 much to the Pauranic times, ag to the historic periods
of our national life.

THE BEGINNING OF INDIAN HISTORY

4. The main eriterion of history is that the dates and
places and descriptions of events referrad to therein must
necessarily bear the stamp of authenticity, and they should
be corroborated, as far as possible, by foreign s well as
indigenous evidenee,

§. The account of our past which fairly stands this test
beging approximately from the time of Lord Buddha, Hence
meny Indion and Western Orientalists have accepted the
Buddhist period as the beginning of Indian history*. The
incezsant and indefatigable labours of these Orientalists may
in future include some of the se-called Paurnnic period" into
the historical one if eome new evidence were to come to light.
Till then at least we have to regard the Buddhistic pericd as
the starting point of cur history.

6. Again, in respect of establishing the authentic history
of any nation beyond doubt, the convineing references in the
contemporary literature of other nations are really invalu-
able, The ancient period of our history which can be suppor-
ted by the now available, unimpeachable evidence in the
historieal records of countries other than Indis is the one
which begine round about the times of Emperor Chandragupta
Mouryae®. For, since the date of Alexander's so-called invasion
of India momerous references to events in India are to be
found in the histories] accounts of the Greek writers and the
description of their travels by the Chinese travellers.

7. What should be the eriterion for determining the
lorious Epochs, I am going to discuse here, For that matter
there are bundreds of glorious epoche in the history of our
nation which stand the tests of poetic exuberance, music,
proweas, alfluence, the height of philosophy and depth of theo-
logy and many other eriteria. But by the ‘Glorious Epoch’
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T mean the one from the history of that warlike generation
and the brave leaders and suecessful warriors who inspire
ond lead it on to & war of liberation in order to free their
nation from the shackles of foreign domination, whenever it
has the misfortune to fall & prey to such powerful fatal
aggression and to grovel abjectly under it, and who ulti-
mately drive away the enemy making it an absolutely free
and sovereign netion. Every nation extols such epocha of the
wars of independence which inflict erushing defeats on the
enemy. Take for instance, the American War of Indepen-
dence. The day on which America wrenched her indepen-
dence from England, vanquishing her completaly on the
battlefield. is & red-letter day in the history of America and
ig celebrated like & Testival all over the country. The moment
recording this successful struggle for freedom is acknowledged
ag & glorious epoch in the history of America,

GREAT NATIONS AND THE CALAMITY
OF FOREIGN DOMINATION

8. Moreover, the hirth of the United Btates of America,
is only of & recent date. In the very short span of her history
it 15 not unnetural that only one such terrible calamity befall
her and consequently gave ber only one glorious oceasion to
overcome it. But the nations like China, Babylon, Persia,
Egypt, ancient Paru, ancient Mexico, Gresce and Fome and
many others, which can bosst of & history of thousands of
years, naturally bhad meny occasions of being overcome
and oppreszed by mightier foreign aggressors?. From thess
monstrous calamities some of these nations freed themselvea
again and again with exceptional valour, and humbled and
ronted the enemy. These nations with a long tradition of
thousands of years are noturally prowd of many such glorious
moments recording their gignal wvictories over their enemies.
The history of India as compared with that of other nations,
has & consistent and uwnbroken record. Moat of the nations
that flovrished side by side with ber in the past are pow
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extinet and are remembered only by their names. China
stands today as an old witness of the greatness of India.

f, Both China and India are vast countries and have
maintained their independence and power right from the
ancient days. No wonder they had to face many more
mortal dangers of foreign domination than the other short-
lived nations, The unerring wheel of fortune affected them
too. Just ag Indin was attacked by the Sakas, the Huns, the
Mughals and others, so was China too & victim of the invasions
of these nnd other alien nations?. 8he had to build the world-
famous China-wal! all around her territory as a bulwark
against the Hunnish inroads. Nevertheless the enemies did
conguer China, sometimes by circumventing the great wall or
at times crossing it®. Mostly only in parts, but sometimes at
least, wholly, Ching had to writhe and sguirm under the voke
of foreign domination®. Yet every time she could revive
her strength and overthrow the foreign aggression and regain
her independence, and even today she is an independent and
powerful nation. This in itself is o marvel of history. An
appraisn] of Indian history demands the same eriterion to be
adopted. But specially when our country was smarting
under the British sway, many English writers had so much
perverted the Indian history and obliged two or three genera-
tions of Indian stodents in their schools and colleges to learn
it in such & way, that not only the rest of the world but
cven our own pecsple were misled, Absurd and malicious states
menta implying that India as a nation hae always been under
gome foreign rule or the other or that Indian history is an
unbroken chain of defeat after defeat of the Hindus™, have
been used like currency and are accepted by our people with-
out affront or remonstranes or even & formal protest. To
refute these statements is essential not only from the point
of view of honour of the nation but also for the sake of
historical truth. Efforts being made by other historians in
thie direction have to be supported, as far as possible, by
propaganda, That in iteell iz a national duty. That is why
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I bave decided here to0 describe the historical achievements
of those generations and of their representative leaders who
vanquished the aggressors from time to time and liberated

their eountry.

ALEXANDER'S AGGRESSION

1. Alexander's attack on India is the first well-known
foreign invasion during the ancient period of Indian history.
It took place in 328 B.OM, & pericd of human history when
the modern European nations like England, Franee, Germany
and others were not even born,  The Roman Empire had not
as yet any foundation laid for it. It was only the Greeks
who were resounding the European stage!®. Small Greek
vity-states ruled themselves independently. Of these Sparta
and Athens wers the most progreszive, Buot when these simall
separate oity-states were invaded by the ruler of a vast,
well-organized, unitary and very powerful Persian empire,®
they were unable to face him suwecessfully. Those small
Gresk republics did their best to fight the enemy back, but
all their efforts proved fruitless before the vast ocean-like
Persian armies. Naturally, the Gresks earnestly thought of
effecting & fusion of all their separated small city-states into
a poweriul Greek Kingdom and forming a united front. So
Philip, Eing of Macedonia, who was fired with the same
ambition, conquered all those small Greek republies™; but
he died before he sould develop them into a mighty nation®®.
However, hiz son who succeeded him to the throne, was much
tmore ambitious, more esger to gain power than his father
whom be surpassed in valoor?®, Tt was Alexander, He ins-
pired the whole Greek Community with a sense of soliderity
and militant nationalism. He organised an invineible army,
and marched on the Persian Emperor, Darius, himself, who
had been the arch-enemy of the Greeks??. This well-organised
Greek army simply routed the vost but ill-organized Persinn
army. At the battle field of Arbela (331 B.Q.) whole of the
FPersian administration virtually collapsed®®. With his victo-
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rious army Alexander marched straight on to the Persian
capital and after conquering it he procluimed himself the
emperor of that country'®. This unprecedented success
whetted his lust for conguests.  With the Greek and Persian
empires ab his feet, the sky seemed to him well within  his
limit. He was intoxicated with the wild ambition to conquer
the whole world and therefore he planned to invade India, of
which the Greskz had been hearing so much for generations
together, He thought he would ron over India az easily as he
had erughed the Persisn as well ag the ancient Babylonian
cmpire. In order to execute this daring plan he formed o new
powerful army with the pick of hiz Gresk soldiers, full of
vouthful enthusiasm end equipped it with glittering weapona.
This army consisted of one hundred and twenty thousand
foot-soldiers and & cavalry fifteen thoueand strong?®, These
brave soldiers, mad with victory after victory, had been 8o
much impressed by the unbroken chain of Alexander’s con-
quests that they looked upon this great general and emperor
a8 & divine being. Alexander himself began to pose as the son
of the Greck God, Feustt,

GEOGRAPHICAL DIMENSIONS OF INDIA

11. In thoze days, seme two thousand and five hundred
years ago, the Indian community and Indian hingdq:-ma had
spread fur beyond the Induos, right up to the boundary of
Persia. The mountain range known today as the Hindukush
was at that time called Paropnizus®™, by the Gresks., Modern
Afghanistan wos called Gandhar, Enown in Indian tradition
by the name, Ahiganasthan®®, while the river Kabul haz been
called Kubha ‘in our ancient literature®t, Throughout the
whole region up to the Hindokosh mountain, roled peacefully
various states, some small, others large®, Right from these
Indian states, all along the banks of the Indua, straight up
to the place where it leaps into the sca, waz a long and un-
broken chain of Tndian states which strictly followed the
Vedic religion.  Most of them were republies™ and were then
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called *Ganas’ or ‘Ganarajyas’. Their constitution was easen-
tially democratio. There were only two or three monarchies
worth the name, one of which the biggest and strongest, was
ruled by & Pourav King, whom the Greeks callad Porus®.

DR. JAYASWAL'S ‘HINDU POLITY'

12, Dr. Jayaswal, one of the prominent membere of the
revolutionary party. ‘Abhinave Bharat', during the critical
years of 1807-1910, and later on a world-famons Orientalist,
has given, afier & critical ressarch, o very detailed acrount of
the different ‘Bharatesys Ganas® spread along both the banks
of the Indus right up to its confluence with the gea.

13. Aecording to GGreek mythologies, they seem to have
believed that their ancestors had migrated as a separate
branch of the original Aryan Stock from the Gandhar and
other regione beyond the Indns®, When Alexander's forces
entered the precinets of India they accidentally comie across o
smoll community of people who ealled themselves the original
Greeks®®, They had been completely merged with the Indians,
but as soon ae they saw this Greek army they avowed thas
they were the ancient brethren of those Greeks™. Alexander,
too, was led to believe that Indis must be the original abode
of his ancestors. He and his whole srmy were s0 muoh de-
lighted at the sight of this, their antique fatherland, that
they stopped fighting for some days and celebrated a great
featival. The OGreeks performed & sacrifice and offered
oblations to propitiate their Greek deities®.

14. The Greek Gods resembled the Vedic ones very
clogely. Their namea had undergone changes in pronuncia-
tion by corruption in course of time. The Greeks too perfor-
med sucrifices as the Indo-Arvans did, and offered oblations
throngh the firee to their varions deities®®. They were also

called Ionians.
‘IONIAN" AND ‘YAVAN®
15. It ia likely that these Greeks were the descendants
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of Anu, the son of Yayvati 7 One wonders if Anwayan was
later on eorrupted to Indian. This bit of a4 goess most, how-
over, be loft to the research scholars. The fact remains that
the Indians called these Greeks *Yavanaa' from the very
beginning, as is scen from the Sanskrit literature®®, Tt iz from
the Greek word “Tonlans' that they come to be called *Yavans'
or *¥ong" in Indis.

BUDDHA NOT HEARD OF FROM GANDHAR-
PANCHANAD TO SINDH

16. One more fact deserves mention here, The contem-
porary Greek writers have given in their books detailed
descriptione of the varied life of the people from those parts
of Indin where Alexander moved—from Gandhear to Panchanad
(the Punjab) and thenee along both the banks of the Indus to
the very place where it flows inte the sea. But throughout
all these descriptions not & single reference to either Lord
Buddha or the Buddhistic cult or sect can be found, whereas
there wre numerous references to the Vedic Hindus?., From
this and, of course, from other contemporary refercnces it is
guite clear that at least till that time the Buddhist sect was
guite unknown beyond the S8hatadrn (Sutlej) river. It means
that for about two hundred and fifty to three hundred years
after the denth of the Bouddha the Buddhist cult spread here
and there round about Magadha and not ferther off, a fact
which deserves special noties for the proper interpretation of
subseguent history®e,

A GREEK MEANS A YAVAN'!

17. Our contemporary Indian ancestors called these
aggressive Greek foreigners, who professed s slightly alien
religion, *Yavans'. But that is not the reason why we should
eall all foreign aggressors “Yavans', It is obviously a mis-
take. Eepecially when our people began to call the Mualime
‘Yavans’, thay really committed a blunder. Although the
Grecks were aggressors and foreigners, they were, compara-
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tively speaking, conzidered to be particularly devoted to
leaming and highly enltored and civilized according to the
standards of the time. The Muslim hordes that inveded India,
venturies afterwards, were highly fanatical, diakolic and ruth-
leazly destructive. It wounld bave besn in the fitness of things
to call them “Mussalmans’ in view of their demonic nature.
To oal]l them *Yavans, iz doubly wrong in a8 much as it un-
duly flatters them and does & very great injustice to the word
*¥ovan" itself, The Mussalmans may be colled ‘Mlenchhas®,
not *Yavans'

ALEXANDER AND STUPID MUSLIMS

18. A stupid notion common amongst most of the Mus-
lims is worth o mention here. The name “Alexander’ was
worrupied into ‘Shikandar’ in the Persian language, So long
a8 the Greek empire had Persia under its eway many of the
Perzian pecple highly impressed by the unprecedentad valour
of Alexander named their new-born sons Shikandar. Later
on even after the Persians were converted to Islem this
practice of naming their children “Shikandar’ persisted.
The Muslim converts in Indis adopted that practice. But
ignorant of the historieal origin of the word ‘SBhikandar’
thousands of Muslims in India fondly believe that, like
Mohammad Ali, Kasim and others, the name Shikandar is a
Muslim name; and (that valiant Alexander must be some Mus-
lim personality). Nay, be could be so very valiant and a world
-congueror simply becanse he was & Muslim. If any one tries
to convinee these fanatica, vulgar and vain-glorious Musalims
that ‘SBhikandar {Alexander) was not o Muslim, thet he could
nevar be one, a5 Mobhammed Paighamber, the founder of the
‘Muslim religion, was himself born not less than o thousand
years after the death of Shikandar, these, die-hard Muslima,
would call that person un-informed.,

18. The eastern boundary of Alexander’s empire at
that time was the Hindukush mountains. After having
-crossed these mountaing he marehed with his vast armios
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atraight to Taxile in India The King of Taxila, King Ambuj
{Ambhi} accepted his overlordship without giving him any
battle**. Bome Greek writers assert that this very King of
Taxily had invited Alexander in order to put down hiz rival,
King Porus®s, If that iz s0, Ambhi had quite naturally to
pay for his treachery by his willing, though abject submission
to the Greeks.

UNIVERSITY IN TAXILA AND A
STRANGE COINCIDENCE

20. Taxila was the seat of the most famous Indian
University of the time, whare students from different count-
ries came to study varions sciences and arta. Even the Princes
of different states came there, learnt pelitical seience and got
lezaons in the art of governance, warfare and strictly observed
the roles of discipline prevalent thers®.

2]. By some strange coincidence, just when Alexander
wag marching at the head of hiz army into India, after redue-
ing Taxila, a brilliant youth, who, a little later, was destined
to carve a glorious page in the history of India was learning
the sciences of war and politics in the same University of
Taxila, He was ealled Chandragupta. The old teacher who
was well-varsed in different Jores of the time and waz alzso an
gstute politician and was giving lessons in pelitice and na-
tional revolutionary activities to this splendid ywouth under
the portals of the same University, was Chanakya®®,

22, But in the confusion wrought by this invasion of
Alexander these two exceptionally gifted personalities hod
not yet attracted public attention to themselves. Both of
them had been watching very closely the movements of Alex-
ander's vast forees.  Alexander had, as it were, put all the
erowns and coronets of Kings, snd kings of kings and of all
the zmall Bav's and Raval's, into a melting pot and forged
& single crown to proclaim himself the Emperor of India;
while the old sage, Acharyn Chanakya, was secretly planning
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an easy ftransfer of that eovetable crown to hias voung
disciple's head by means of a coup detar.

WAR WITH PORUS

23. The king of Taxila, Ambujor Ambhi had, as already
said, bowed down to the Greek might without fighting a
single battle, and therefore everybody began to jeer at his
treacherous act, as it humiliated the braver spirits. In
order to counteract it, the neighbouring Indian monarchies
and republies decided to foree a bitter struggle on the Greeks.
It is really unfortunate that these various independent
Indian states did not think of making it 8 common cause, or
perhaps had no time to do 6. As soon &5 he reached Taxila,
Alexander witheut any loss of time, sent ultimatom, to all
the neighbouring Indian states, demanding unconditional
surrender, and when Taxila’s very next neighbour, King
FPorus, ignored his altimatum and took up the challenge, the
Greek coptain-general macrhed on him®,

24, King Porus mainly depended on his war-chariots
and elephants, whereas the Greeks relied upon their cavalry
brigades. The river Vitasta [Jhelum) scparated the two
armies. All of 8 sodden, even before the two armies joined
battle, torrential raine overflowing the river with high floeds
began to asseil them all rownd. Alexander zearched high
and low and in 4 few days found to the north a place where
the river was fordable. With precipitate haste, he crozsed
the river and with hiz fine cavalry, dashed against the forces
of King Porusdt. This disturbed the whole plan of Porus;
atill ke fought on a fierce battle. But the reins had torned
the feld muddy 92, rendering otterly useless Porus's two
great instruments of war, namely chariota and elephants.
He could not, thersfore, successfully cheok the brisk and
energetic attacks of Alexander's borsemen. In the thick of
the hattle, Porus seated on his elephant and desperatly
fighting, was grievously wounded®* and fell into the hands
of the enemy. Thus, partly because of Porus's misfortune and
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partly becanse of Alexander's military skill on the battle-
field, the Greeks were crowned with success.

VICTORY —SHREWD POLITICAL STRATEGY

25. When Porus was talen as & captive before Alexan-
der, the latter psked the Indian King, “How should I treat
you 7' Porus promptly replied, ‘like a King®’. This apt reply
has evoled the comment of European as well as our own
hiztorinns that impressed by thiz bold reply, Alexander
returned to Porus his territory making him a governor under
him, instead of putting him to death®®, But thiz inter-
pretation of Alexander’s treatment of Porus iz wrong, and
therefore, such platitudes should be avoided in school text-
boolks,

26, Obviously, Alexander was not like the artless simple
Indian King, Harishehandra, who gave away his kingdom in
his walkeful hours in order to fulfil 8 promizse made in dream.
He knew if he killed Porus or liguidated hiz kingdom, placing
in his place some Greek Satrap, the highminded people
of the state would be aflame with rage and hatred towards
the Greeks. Now Alexander wanted to fight his way all
slong to the chisf Capital of Indis, namely Pataliputra | Could
be gver do 5o with the sole sopport of his own Greek army 7
{n the other hand, it was far mere profitable to win over
Porus with apparent magnanimity and kindness as he had
done to king Ambhi of Taxila (Takshashila)and enlist his
aotive aupport in order to facilitate the accomplishmant of his
daring plan of the congoest of India, It is, therefore, not for
the sake of appreciating the beld rejoinder of Porus but as
a olever politioal strategy. that arch diplomat Alexander
returned to Porus his Kingdom. He even annexed the smaller
neighbouring states, which he had conguered immediately
before or after his clash with Porus to the latter's kingdom.
He had appointed him az his Satrap (governor) of thia vast
Indian provinee'®. Porus too gave his assent vo Alexander’s
proposale to simply wait for his time for fortune had played
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foul with him. Porus had done his duty. as o Kshatriya war-
rior would do, of fighting till the end against the enemy of
his nation. In fact amg @ gitgamr (Bide the timel) ie &
viuable tenet in political science, Knowing that the submis-
gion of king Porus wae only time serving, the Indian popu-
lace wlao did not take it amiss. Tt will be shown later how at
the opportune time King Porus (now Satrap Porus) turned
the tables againat Alexander himeelf.

27. After the end of the war with FPorus, Alexnnder set
himself up to the task of stabilising the newly conguered
neighbouring states and began a careful study of the life of
the people there and in the yonder regions. Besides, to
replenial his army that was depleted in numbers and energy
beeause of the incessant ware from the Hindukush to the
Punchanad, Alexander ordered fresh regiments of forces from
his Batraps in Babylon and Greece, and sent back those of
hiz fighting forces who were wounded and rendered invalid
and also those who were shirkers*3.

INQUIRY OF THE INDIAN ASCETICS

28. The scouts whom Alexander had sent round to
eurvey the local condition of the people in the eubjugated
ns well a8 non-aubjugated provinces, brought, among other
reports, detailed descriptions of the penance-groves in the
forests, and of the aseetics, anchorites, recluses, freed from
all worldly bonds, wandering about all alone in eearch of
Enowledge aud also of thoze sages who were deeply engrossed
in philosophical thought. Alexander himself wae fond of
learning and philosophical discussions, for he called himeelf
the disciple of the great philosopher, Aristotle. He had
already beard muoch in Greece itself of such azeetics und of
sustere Brahmins. 80 he earneatly desired to see person-
ally at least some of these austere Brahming in India, who the
Greeks called ‘Gymnosophiste” and have talks with them. So
he sent for some of such bermits [rom their forest-abodegéd
and sofne be saw in their secluded eells, The Greek writers.
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themselves have given some intercsting tales about such
veensions, [ would like to e¢ite a tale or two from among
those in the words of the Gresk writers themselves, 8o &3 to
throw aome light on the thoughts and feslings of the Greeks
and their leader, Alexander.

20, *This philosopher (Kalanos), we are told, showed
Alezander o symbol of his empire, He threw down on the
ground a dry and shrivelled hide and planted his foot on the
edge of it. But when it was trodden down in one place, it
started up everywhere else. He then walked all round it
and showed that the same thing took place wherever he trod,
until at langth he stepped into the middle and by doing so
mads it all lie flat. This symbol was intended te show
Alexander that he should control his empire from ite centre
and not wander away to its distant extremities .

THE CANON OF DANDAMIS

30. Alexander keenly felt that he should send for and
have s personel talk with one Brabmin, of whom he hed
hesrd eo much in Taxila (Takshashesla). The Greeks ealled
this Brahmin 'Dandamis'® but T have not so far suceeeded
in tracing down hiz original Sanskrit name. The Brahmin, bent
with age and knowledge, wae free from all worldly ties and
wandered naked everywhere. He did not pey any heed to
Alexander’s messages, Thereupon Alexander sent his own offi-
cer “Onesikretos’ to this selfless reeluse who told him, “Alex-
ander, the very son of God Zeus (Sansk: Dyus) and a world-
congueror has summoned vou o his court. If you atill fail
to come, you will be bebeaded instantanecusly.” The Brahmin
began to laugh vocifercusly at this threat and replied, */If
Alexander is the son of Feus; in the same manner and for
the same reason [ am also the son of that very Zeus [(Dyus).
Ag to his bonst of Being 8 world-congueror, it is absolotaly
vain! He has not ag yet seen the other bank of the river Vyas.
If he successfully faces the brave Indian states beyond and,
yonder etill, the powerful empire of Magadha, and still
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remains alive, we shall have time to consider whethers he is
a world-eongoeror, Alcxander offers me land and gold, but go
and tell him that aseetios like me spit opon such things. This
mother-land of mine provides me with everything I want,
with the loving care of & real mother, If Alexander iz going
to chop my head off, then my head and body would miz up
with this earth of which they are made, but he would never be
able to murder my aoul. It is invincible, indestructible and
immortal. Go and tell him that he should issue these thrests
to those who are slaves of gold and power and are afraid of
death. Befors us these threats of & mortal like Alexander
fall at and are powerless! For, a true ascetic Brahmin can
never be won over by gold, nor does he ever fear death!! I
won't comel Go away.™

31. We have gquoted only seme of the senwences from
the reply of Dandamis to Alexander. Greek writers have
given the full text of his fearlese and direct reply'®. Plutarch
too, has mentioned these tales. Some writers*” astounded by
his dauntless and straight-forward answer, bave remarked,
“If at all snyone in the world has so swecessfully defied
Alexander, who had conguered so many kingdoms, it was
this naked, old Brahmin ascetic of India™"e,

BRAHMINS HANGED FOR POLITICAL CONSPIRACY

32, Iu his survey Alexander came to know that although
these world-forsakers, ascetics, reclusea and others were
wandering all alone, their opinions exerted a powerful influ-
ence bapause of their disinterestedness, fearlessnesa and their
digregard for any consequences whatever, wpon the govern-
ments of Indian republics and also on the monarchies, The
tongues of these free and fearless Brahmin ascetice had
sharp edges like the swords of the Indian Kshatriyas and
they protested sgeinet the wonjust Greck aggression very
sharply and spread, openly eor secretly, great discontent
againet Alexander amongst the Indian populase. Naturslly
hiz firet adoration of these ‘Gymnosophists’ suddenly gave
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plaee to his intense hatred against the Brahmin hermits.
Therenpen he began to seize some such Brabhming and hang
them*. Hefore beheading one such Brahmin, when Alexan-
der asked him as to why he instigated a certain Indian ruler
pgainegt the Greeks, he fearlessly and firmly replicd that it
wae his most sacred tenet and that if he were to live, he
ought to live honourably, else he shounld die honourably.’”
(Plutareh LXIV).

33. After defeating King Porus, Alexander thought his
dazzling victory should unnerve the neighbouring states and
force them to submit meskly, bot bis hopes in this respect
mostly belied him. As be crossed the Vitasta (Jhelum) and
marched onward, the variouz republics, big or small, on his
way began to offer sanguinary battles?®, Without a decision
ot the battlefield, they would never accept his overlordship
meekly. Although the superior number and might of the Greekas
went on overpowering the Indians, the conseguent strain of
incesgant fighting did not fail to make itself felt on the Greeks.

44, Qreck writers have described many such battles
with warions Indian repoblics, but thie is no oconsion bo
mention thetn either at some length or briefly. However,
gome of the chosen incidents have got to be given here
at some length, at least as a mark of respect to those brave
Indian republics who, though not jointly yet severally, offered
the toughest of resistance to that mighty Greek army of a
bhundred thouwsand gallant soldiers and their brave, world-
famous, captain-general Alexander, who had vowed pom-
pously totrample over the whole of India and conguer the
Crown of Magadhe for himself, and which finally forced him to
gtrike & retreat homeward from the very threshold of India.

REPUBLICS OF SAUBHOOTIS AND EATHAS

3. The constitution of both these republics was demo-
cratic. Writee a Greek writer Diodoros™ ‘they were gover-
ped by laws in the highest degres salutary and their political
pystern was admirable’®s, One special feature of these
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republics was that with a view to promoting healthy, strong
and handsome progeny, the procrestion of human species
wag not left to individual whims and fancies, bot was
controlled by the state. They were very fond of physical
beanty®®. Hence marriages were arranged not with an eye
on the handsome dowry, bat with proper consideration of
mutual physical fitnese, beauty and health, and the ability
of the bride and the bridegroom to bring forth healthy and
sturdy children. Even while electing their leaders, whe were
to gaide the natien snd bear the yoke of national welfars,
sufficient weightage was given to the condidate’s build of the
body and physical strength. Their laws regarding the proper
production of human species were 8o strict that within three
months of their birth children were medically examined by
the state authorities, and if s child were found with some
native defect or to be suffering from some incurable disease
or deformed, it was immediately put to death ander state
orders without any mercy®e,

35-A. DRBeaders of history know well that tht Bepublic

of Sparta had similar laws about hersdity®L.

36. Though not so very strict and rothleas as the
Baubhootiz and the Kathas, thers were other Ganaz or
republics in India who paid special attention to heredity,
and the bringing forth of strong and handzome children.
The ‘Vrishnis® were also very particolar, from the ancient
times, about the physical beauty and strength of their lead-
ere and state officials., The physieal strength and beaunty
of the world-famous leader of these Vrishnis, Lord Shres
Erighog, hos been immortalized. Lord Bhree Krizhna's sons,
too, have been credited by the Puranas®® with exceptional
benuty.

REPUBLIC SUBSISTING BY ARMS

37. A good many republics, in the Panchanad (the Punjab)
and along both the banks of the Indus, right up to its great
leap into the sea, were sndd to be living on weapons®., The
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moet remarkable fact about them was that not only the men
but the women too in those republies, had necessarily to
undergo military training so that at the time of war, literally
the whole nation could be drafted for military action.
Although different from each other in some particular
reapects, their constitutions, needless to say, were essen-
tially democratic. Whether big or small in size, they were
all independent.

THE REPUBLIC OF THE YOUDHEYAS

38. The Bepublic of the Youdhevas, spread fur and wide
in the fertile lands to the south of the river ¥Vyae in the
FPanchanad (the Punjab), was the most prominent of them all.
It was looked upon with awe and respect by every one
becanse of ite walinnt youths who alwaye fought for their
independence regardless of their lives. It was truly called, by
the foreign historians™, ‘A pation in arma’. They too had a
law neceesitating everyone between the ages of 18 and 21 to
underge sound military training which kept not only their
male but even the female population wellequipped with
AT,

39. On seeing Alexander march down the Vitasta
(Jhelum) snd the Chandrabhaga (Chenab) in order to cross
the Vyas, after defeating King Poruas, the adjoining republics
and the hill tribes, the gallant Youdhevas®*, whe were to
the south of the river, spurned Aleznnder’s ultimatum of
abject eurrender and began all-out preparations for war.
Yot the &o-called Emperor of Magadha, the cowardly
Dhananand, was not ronsed from his stapor. That lily-livered
coward does not seem to have sent any military help to the
gallant Youdheyus in order to vanquish Alexander at the
very portals of India. Nevertheless, the Youdheyas got
ready to face Alexander, relying on nothing but their own
strength.
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ALEXANDER'S ARMY STRUCK WITH TERROR

40. When Alexander’s army came fighting to the banls
of the river Vyas, after crossing the ITndus, the Vitasta, and
the Chandrabhaga, they came to know that beyond that
river the democratic Youdheyas had taken arme to fight for
their independence against the Grecks. Besides, they learmt
about their bravery and also of the fact that beyond the
Youdheyas mightier Indian states along the banks of the
Ganges were making ready to fight with them. Though the
Greck soldiers already spent and disgusted with uncessing
warfare with the Indians in the Panchanad, dared not eross
the Vyas and join battle with the courageons and daring
Indian states like the Youdheyas amd the others®e

41. Buot the lust for war and congquest of their war-
intoxicated enterprising, and exceptionally couragecus cap-
tain-general and emperor, Alexander, was not gquenched in the
leaat. He proclaimed, throughout all the divisions of his
army, his immutable decision to cross the Vyas, conguer the
Youdheyss and march straight off to Magadha. This obsti-
nate declaration of Alexander rowsed a great furore and rage
amongat the alrendy war-weary army, even amongst the
veterans | The Greek soldiers secretly began to pass resolu-
tions, group by group, to refuse straightaway to go ahead.
In spite of the fact that they had been considering Alexander
unconguerable and the son of God Zeus, they were extremely
disgusted with his Inat for power. No sooner did Alexander
emell of this dissatisfaction amongst his soldiers, be deliversd
an inspiring speech,

ALEXANDER'S SPEECH TO HiS ARMY®

41-A “0Op seeing that you, O Macedoninns and allies |
no longer follow me into dangers with your wonted alacrity.
I have summoned you to this assembly that I may either
persuade you to go farther or to be persoaded by you to
turn back......if we have driven the Seythiznas back into their
deserte, and if besidea the Indus, Hydaspes, Alesines and



20 S GLORIGUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY

Hydractes fiow through the territories that are ours, why
should you hegitate to pase the Hyphasis also......7 Are you
afraid...... ?

41-B “For my part, I think that to & man of epirit
there is no other nim and end of his labours exeept the
labnurs themselves........-

41-C  “But if any one wishes to know the limits of the
present warfare, let him understand that the river Goanges
and the Bastern sea are now at no great distence off............

41-I **But if we turn back, many warlike nations
extanding beyond the Hyphasia to Eastern sea and many
othera lying northwards between these and Hyrkanis, t0 say
nothing of their neighbours, the Scythian tribes, will be left
behind us unconguered, so that if we torn back, there ia
cause to fear lest the conquered nations, as yet wavering
in their fidelity, may be instigated to revelt by those who
are still independent. O Macedonians and allies | glory
crowns the deeds of those who expose themselves to toils
and dangars.........

41-E  “'Buch of you as wish to return home I shall send
back to your own country., or even myself will lead you
baele."

41-F  Aceording to Bmith, “he (Alexander) recited the
gloriea of their wondroue songoests from Hellespont to
Hyphasis, and promised them the dominion and riches of all
Agia, But glowing words fell on unwilling ears and were
repeived with painfel silence, which remained unbroken for a
long time"(F. 79).

42. But the effect of his inspiring speech was contrary
to his expectations. As it was now amply clear from the
very lipa of Alexander that they would be reguired to fight
more sanguinary wars of atteition, they were sonred to the
marrow. Dr. Jayewul writes in his Hindu Polity, ""The Greek
army refused to move an inch forwsrd against the nations
whoae very name, according to Alexander, struck his soldiers
with terror', ' :
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43. Alexander wae extremely enraged to eee that his
soldiers disobeyed him by flatly refusing to cross the Vyas
in erder to save all further trouble, because they wers tho-
roughly exhauvsted and afraid to fight immediately withowt
any resti®. Buot Alexander was as cunning as he was brave.
Apprebending danger, Alexander refroined from deing any
thing rash in a fit of anger and straightaway walked off into
his tent in utter despair. He stopped talking to anvbody.
He did not show himself outside his tent for three consecu-
tive days®®, Then be thooghtfully hatched & new plan in
his mind. He, thereafter, gathersd the whole of the Greek
army and told them that he had given up the plan of cross-
ing the Vyas. He said, "I have now decided to go back to
Greeca™.  This statement naturally elated the rank and file
of his army.  Alexander then asked, "Bot how are we to go
back 7 If we turn our backs straightawaey and go to Greece
by the same route as we came along, all this Indian territory
we bave conguersd would rise in revolt, thinking that we
are stricken with terror.  Bo instend of turning our back
gtraight off towards the land route to Greeee we should
better go a little obliguely to the ses along the banks of the
Induz und then return to Persia along the ses-route. Next
time when we shall come again to India, we shall conquer
the Indian states bevond the Ganges and accomplish our
conguest of Tndis™e,

44, True it is that Alexander said *“When once again we
shall come to Indin’—“But O Gresk Captain General, once
again | Truly | But when T Let alone the kingdoms beyond
the Ganges but if these very states that you have songuered
today were to renounce the yoke of your sovereignty and
become indepedent, then ¥ Nay, even before that next time
you mentioned, if vou yourself were to be ne more then...?
Ewen the race of Zeus can sucenmb to the ravages of time,
may it then belong to Gresce [*°

46. If those Indian Gymnosophista, ascetics and recluses
have ridiculed Alexander’s threat of coming back again
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to India in some such manner, it eould never have been out
of placa,

ALEXANDER'S RETREAT

46. However loudly and pompously Alexonder might
have swaggered with hi=z mouth, the fact remains that the
Greek soldiers took a fright of the Youdheyas and others
beyond the ¥Vyas and henee Alexander could not dare cross
that river | Indian valour had taken the conceit out of the
haughty epirit of the advancing Greek army, and so they had
to strike & retreat. Alexander did not retire willingly. The
Greeks proved to be powerless before the Indians, and henge
was this ignoble retreat [ To hide this simple fact the Greek
and Europran historians write, *“Had he but crossed the Vyas
Alexander would have defeated not only the Youdheyas buot
the Magodha empire also. The Youdheyas and the Magadhas
bad never nctually defeated the Greek army of Alexander on
the open battlefield®." These boastful “ifs" and ‘whens’ can
be answered most aptly on behalf of the valorous Indian
Youdheyas in some such way :

1 YT IAY W AT qIAT g )
gEray wqwy afy et o
—Kalidas' Shakuntalam,
Aot 3 Bhloka 1

[Why fight with an enemy who flees away at the mere

twang of our bow]

47. Again this typical iteh of the Greek army for
fighting in the open field was to be allayed for ever by the
Indian militery strength o little later | Soon Chandragupte
was to mole his entry on the military stage of India, Wait
a bit, 0 you, reader !

ALEXANDER BUILDS A POWERFUL NAVY

48. Boon after his retreat from the Vyas, Alexander
had five to gix hundred warships built in order to make his
wny to the sea along the course of the Indua®. Embark-
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ing thousands of his well-equipped warriors on these war-
ghips, be began to march off to the aea through the river.
About the commencement of thie voyage of Alexander along
the waters of the Indus, arrived the two fresh regiments of
forces ordered from Babylon and Greece®™s, Naturally,
the heretofore war-weary and rebellious Greek soldiers of
Alexander were chesred up once more.

49+ Buot while Alexander was making his way towards
the sea after striking an ‘bonourable’ retreat from the Vyas,
a very great political conspiracy began to shape itself most
gecretly throughout the Greek-trodden Indian territory
from the banks of the Vyas right up to Gandhar. But of
that conspiraey we shall bave occasion o spesk in a more
detailed way a little later. Here it should sullice to say that
the Indian republics along both the banks of the Indus,
whether big or small-made light of Alexander's threat to
corme again to conguer India as nothing more than a pompous
political stunt, and prepared grimly to oppose his forces as
severcly and as stubbornly as possible. But alas | it was
a decision taken separately by each particular republie. It
waa not 8 well-organized, united effort, under & central
aunthority to destroy the Greeks under Alexander. Hence the
eame sbory of Gandher and Punchanad was repeated here, and
the well organized army of Alexander, with its superior
numbers, could successfully fight each Indian republic and
go ahead, Even if these stray battles with various Indian
armies did not fail to exhavust and weaken Alexander’s forces,
gtill they could not crush bim completely. There were, of
course, eome exceptions to these separatiat war-efforts. Of
them at least two, which even the hostile Greek historians
praise whole-heartedly and which gave such a severs blow to
Alexander, deserve a brief mention here,

THE REPUBLICS OF THE MALAVAS
AND» THE SHUDRAEAS

#), The two repoblies led their separate lives along the
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banks of the Indus. Both were rich, brave democracies with
& high sense of honour. Of the two, Malava republic was the
more famous from the ancient times and was quite extenzive.
These two republios had at times been hoatile to each other.
But when they saw Alexander's powerful novy went on defon-
ting every gingle Indian state in worious battles and kept
on forging its way to the sea, the politieal leaders of both
these republics decided to correst the mistake of these
gevern] Indian demooracies which fought =ingly with & vastly
puperior enemy, & mistake which was proving fatal to their
wider national interests. 8o, instead of fighting the Greek
army gingly, they decided to amalgamate their fighting forces
under & unified sontrol®, Not only did they unite their men
at arma but they intermarried in order to bring about politi-
oal and social unity among them. For the intermingling
of castes and blood they had a great collective marriage
ceremony, wherein at least a thousand girls from both the
*Ganas’ (republica) were inter-married to the youths of the
ather republie.

51. While this unified army of the Malava-Bhuodrak
republics waa fighting tooth and nail with the Gresks, Alexan-
der laid siege to one of their important cities. Although the
name of this ¢ty cannoé be ascertained positively, it must
have been some capital ity or one of similar importance. As
this republican city kept on fighting desperately the Greek
giege had to be prolonged. The hanghty Alexander eould not
bear it. He thought of ordering the ladders to be put up on the
ramparts of the enemy strongheld and commanding his Gresk
oldiera to cimb them up and straightaway storm the civy.

62, But the same sort of unrest and dizaffection
againgt Alexander began to be seen in hiz army as was
once experienced at the time of the crossing of the Vyas.
The Gresk army was avowedly wending itz way homeward in
order fo avoid new wara. But all along the bank of the Indus
they had to fight fresh battles. And they knew that unlesa
Alexander gove up his aggressive designs coleulated to pacify
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hisz unsatiable lust for conguests brutal wars were unaveid-
able. Beeauze of this bitter war with the Malava-Shudrak
combined forees, the Greek discontent reached the climax and
there were rebellions whisperas openly Souting Alexander's
commands,

52-A ‘When the Macedonian soldiers found that they
bad still on hand & fresh war which the most war-like
nations (sais) would be their antagonists, they were struck
‘with unexpeeted terror and began again to upbraid the King
in the languuge of sedition. {Curtins Bk, 1X Ch, 1V as guoted
in ‘Hindn Polity”) {M¢ Crindle I. L. by, Alexander P. 234).

63, Btill in the end Alexander promulgated his eommand
to his soldiers to climb up the ladders and leap straight into
the enemy stronghold which valinntly defied the Greek siege.
‘Beeing that his Greek soldiers hesitated to wndertake the
-daring feat, that exeeptionelly valiant commander of the
‘Grecks, the mighty Alexander, himself began to climb one of
the ladders put up against the ramparts of the stronghold. At
this the whole Macedonian army wis suddenly inspired to do
the great deed, and all began to elimb instantancously. Onee
at the top of the mmparts Alexander atraightaway jumped
down in the midst of the enemy and there ensued & hand-to-
band firht between the Indian and the Greek forees.

And suddenly—

G4, And suddenly sn Indian warrior took out an en-
venomed arrow from his sheath and applied it to his bow-
string and let it fly with an unmistakable aim at the place
where Alexander atood edging on his warriors, and shining in
his golden helmet®s,

55 It was mot an arrow, it was in fact Indien revenge
inearnate. To use the lines of poet Moropant (with s slight
wariation, of couras) we eun say.—

@ arwrgTEr afgar wfEar erfoarasar
vy gaaft gaen aedtsr mife swmsE o

{with apologies to Moropant sraiarer-Fajag )
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ALEXANDER ROLLED INTO A POOL OF BLOOD

8. The shaft of the Indian warrior unmietakably pierced
the heart of Alexander, and suddenly the emperor rolled
down uneonscious®, A Greek soldier immedintely covered
him with hia shield. There was o sudden hue and ory in the
Greek ranks Lthat Alexander had been wounded, that he had
fallen wnconscions, With exceptional daring the Greeks lifted
bim from the pool of blood and earried him safely to his
camp, There with great difficulty that terrible shaft of the
Indian warrior was extricated. The Greseks heaved a sigh ot
relief when aftera long time of patient nursing, Alexander
graduslly regained consciousness. It took several days for
the wound to heal up. During all this time Alexander was
confined to bed.

§67. But everywhere, in Babylon and Greece, the news
that was received reported that Alexander was killed in the
war by an Indian arrow®. Consequently there were some
uprisings in Gandhar and Persia. But later on when it was
known that Alexander was only severely wounded and was
now recovering, the situaticn camme to normaley.

8. No wonder whatsoever, if the news of Alexander'a
having feinted by a bow-shot was greeted cheerfolly through-
put the Malava-Shudrak republic. Alexander was so much
puffed up with pride when King Pourav (Poros) was woundad
in the battle, tha: he cirenlated & pew coin with o picture
showing his fall stamped on it. The coin ia still to be asen
e 8 mark of his vanity®™e, That insult infdicted on India
was fully avenged by the Indian arrow which sant the Gresk
emperor rolling down on the battlefield in pools of blood.
The Ionian Emperor, Alexander, who unjustifisbly shed
Indian blood, was made to atone for it personally by the
shedding of his bload.

59, The Malava-Shudrak republie too should have stam-
ped on some golden coin the picture of Alexander fallen in a
pool of blood with an arrow deeply thrust into his chest.
Possibly they dud.
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60. According to his eruel military code, he had been
crvelly crughing down the states which had opposed him.
‘But whenever there appeared any foe who waa equally strong
and whoe retalinted foriously, Alexander had the cunning to
dissemble nobility and frankness of heart. When he recovered
from his wound, he began to make overstures of peace to the
comimanders of the Malava-Bhudrak army instesd of dictating
hiz uznal arrogant terme*®, For cease-fire talks a hundred
representatives of the joint Malava-Shudrak republic were
clected, and for them Alexander held a grand reception
eeremony in his camp. Detailed and very entertaining
descriptione of this reception are available in the books
of Greek historiens®, But for want of space we have to
satisfy ourselves with a brief reference to it. The bundred
representatives were, even actording to the Greek standards,
of uncommon height, heavily built, having handsome muacuolar
bodies. They were clad in valuable embroidered clothes and
had worn beautiful ornaments of gold and pearls and precious
gtones. Everyone of them went to the Greek camp in hie
well-decorated and well-equipped golden chariot. They had
with them elephants, too, with costly and beautiful ouwtfits.
The Grecks had always felt a special fascination for the
elephants.

é]. Although ranking in his mind was the faet that
these wvery representatives of the Malava-Shudrak joint
republic hod brought wpon him, a little while ago, & mortal
danger, Alexander showed his magnanimity in that reception
ceremony and paraded hiz own imperial splendour. For every
one of those hundred representatives there was a special
golden seat. © The banguet which was given in their honour
was attended with costly wines and excellent savoury
dishes™. The grand banguet was followed by warious field
games and tournaments, music and dancing. In the end, a
troaty was signed by the Malava-Bhudrak representatives and

Alexander™,
62. The divergent secounts given about this treaty by



48 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY

various (reek writers of the time have at least this much in
common to tell. The Greeks and the Indians had jointly
agreed to put a atop to their hostilities and that the Malavas
Bhudrak republic was not to canse any harassment to the
retreating army of Alexander while it was progressing on its
wiy home slong the Indus.  Of these two wailant republics,
the Malavas will be referred to later on when, I shall be des-
cribing the wars with the Bakas, the Yuechis and other
Mlenchhs powera. The fact that this Malava republic had been
prosperons and strong for many centuries to come, therefore,
need not be speeinlly proved.

63. Even the Greek writers could not help recording
some more acta of valour during the Indian resistance to the
Greek onsleught, although the details of the time and place

of their happenings are not available, Two of them are cited
here to serve as apecilmens.

THE TREACHEROUS ATTACK OF THE
GREEKS ON MASAGA TRIBE

Gk, At Masaga, Alexander captured a amall armed
community of seven thousand, which included aeveral women.
Alexander promised them their lives on condition that they
should join his srmy and fight with hiz Indian enemies, or
€lse, he threatenad them with wholegalem an-zlaughter, Or,
88 & third alternative, he said, he would carry them off as
slaves | The leaders of the community agreed to hizs first
proposal, but requested that they should be allowed one night
for motual exchenge of wviews, Alexander agreed, There-
upon thess seven thonzand Indians marched towards a hill
some nine miles ahead of the Greek Camp. Writes Vincent
Emith. “The Indians being unwilling to aid the foreigners
in the subjugation of their countrymen desired to evade the
unwelcome obligation™®, 8o they decided to give the
alip to the Groecks. But Alexander came to know of their
intention. S¢ while they were sleeping for a little reat,
Alexandeor fell upon them all of & sudden with his huge army
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and began to cuot down everyone. There was a great havoe
pimongst those Indiane, Buot within a short time they drew
up their swords and other weapons. They made a hollow
sireular formation, gathering the women and children inside
it, and faced the Gresk attack most heroically. A good
many women also wore found desperately fighting with the
foe. Till almoat all of them were killed they kept on fighting
for the freedom of their nation.

t4-A. ““The gallant defenders met a glorious death
which they would have disclaimed to exchange for a life with
dishonour," Early History of India, by Vincent Smith 1824,
Page LD

THE AGRASHRENIS

65. This little Indian republic of the Agrashrenis too,
instead of surrendering, fought to the last with the vast
Greak navy of Alexander as it wasmaking itz headway to the
sea through the course of the Indus. When the Greehs attacked
their very capital these brave Indian warriors erested
blockades and barricndes at different intervals and fought
every inch of their ground so tenaciously that Alexander
could not enter the city before he had sacrifioed many Greck
lives. According to Curtine,™ '*when those brave fallows eonld
not further resist the odds, they (the Agrashrenis) set their
housss on fire and their wives and children and all threw
‘themselves into the flames™® I That is to say, they ‘made
jehar' (to use a later day phrazeclogy).

THIS IS THE SAME JOHAR '—JAI HAR !

68, We gencrally believe that this magnifieent and
awe-inspiring tradition of *johar’ or self-immolation of lerge
groups of men and women in timea of national crisis was ori-
ginally practised by the Kajputs enly. But instances, like
the one just mentioned, cited by the Greek writers who wers
astounded to witness them, go to prove that, even before
the name of the Rajputs was ever hesrd of, this splendid
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tradition was followed by our Indian warriors right from the
ancient days. The word ‘jobar’ iz comparatively modern.
It was perhaps derived from the war-ery 'Jai Har'! The
Indian God of war and destruction is Har ! Har ! Mahadev !!
That is why the Indians fought desperately inspired by this
deafening war-cry | The Marsthas too used the same war-cry
‘Har, Har, Mahader " After fighting to the last, when every
hope of success was over, of every chance of escape from the
enemy wis logt, this johar, this martyrdom, this noblest type
of self-sacrifice wag resorted to by the Hindos as the last
unfailing weapon to save their religion, their nation, their
own self-respect and to avoid captivity, abject slavery and
hateful eonversion | As soon as all men of fighting age were
glain on the battlefield after taking the greatest toll of the
enemy blood, their wives, mothers, deonghters, hondreds of
them, with babies at their breasts, used to leap into the burn-
ing pyres, specially kept ready for the purpose, and were
reduced to ashes., This wos what was known as “Johar' [ It
was not an easy job ! It was the limit of valour and endu-
ranece for the sake of keeping up the prestige of one's self and
one's own religion |

67. Whoever had donned this execeptional armour of
‘johar’ and its leaping flames were beyond all attempta of an
Alexander, an Alls-ud-Din or a Salim—why, even of Satan
himgelf—to pollute them and convert them to his religion |
Confronted with this horrible sacrificial fire the enemy stood
nghast, discomfited and crest-fallen.

%, The above-mentioned’ johar'—collective immolation
of livee—by the Agrashrenis is one of the many described by
the astounded Greek writers, and which the Indians preferred
to the humiliation of being the captives of the Greeks.

THE JANAPAD REPUBLIC OF BRAHMANAKAS !

69, At last when Alexander’s naval foroe reached the
mouth of the Indus, fighting inceasantly all the way, it met
with yet other independent republics. These ‘janapadas’ or
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"Ganas' were like the small Greel city-states, and had none
amonget them which could ably withstand with equal
numbers the mighty and nomerous army of Alexander. 8till
one of themn, the ‘Brahmanak jonapad’ made uwp its mind
to cross swords with, rather than submit to, Alexander. This
was the same ‘Brahmenak janapad’ which is referred to by
Panini, eays Dr. Jayaewal™. It ie already told how, while
fighting in the Panchanad {the Punjab), Alexander had wreak-
ed his rancourous revenge against the clan of philosephers,
egpecially the Brahmans. When Alexander learnt that it was
the same clan of Brahmans, to whiclh this amall state
belonged, he decided to whack his malicious atroke upon it
with all his might. Plotarch {(McCrindle *Invesion of India
by Alexander’ P, 308; V. A, Smith E. H, L., P. 108) writes in
his 'Life of Alexander’, “These philosophers were specially
marked down for revenge by Alexander as they gave him no
lees trouble than the mercenaries. They reviled the princes
who declared for Alexander and encoursged free states (in
Indin) 0 revelt against his authority, On this seeount he
hanged many of them' (Ch LIX),

89-A. That little ‘Janapad’ too fought to the last with
thess Greslks for the sake of its national honour and inde-
pendence,

PATTANPRASTHA

T0. What now is cailed by the Muelims, Sindh Hyderabad,
wae &t that time known as Pattanprastha. In Sanakrit lan.
guage the cities along the sea-shore, or at the mouths of
rivers were mostly called *Pattan’. FPattan iz equivalent to
the English word ‘Port’. Perhaps the Englieh word <FPort'
might have been & corruption of the Banakrit “Pattan’. When
Alexander neared the eea this small atate of Patranprastha
was confronted with a dilemma : to surrender to the enemy
wits most hateful to the “Pattanprasthis’, buot they knew full
wall that they would never be able to fight with the powerful
Greek army on egual ground. So they resolved the dilemma
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by foraaking, collectively, their native country, their bomes
and lapded property and motherland with sad hearte™.

ALEXANDER'S HOMEWARD VOYAGE

71. That part of the ocean where the Indos flows into
it should really be ealled SBindhusagar. Bindhuosagar, a name
for the sea to the west of India, is a fitting counterpart for
the Gangasagar, a traditional name for the eastern sca.

72, Omn first reaching the ses, Alexander divided his
army into two parts. The first bateh he sent back to Iran
(Pergia) by a land route through what now goes by the name
of Baluchistan®™. The whole of Alexander’s army had baen
thorooghiy exhauated in this expedition to India. Moreover,
Ealuchistan, at that time wasa full of impregnable foresta and
thoroughly unknown to the Greeka, Bo, the Greek division,
sent this way, somechow reached Persia, after so many haz-
ards and privations, On the other band, Alexander himself
sot gail by the sea-route with snother division of his army
and reached Persia®™. As the whole of the old Persian
Empire had now formed a part of Alexander’s greater demane
he went to his capital namely Babylon. But be did not return
to the eopital in that same trivmphant spirit in which he had
started on his Indian campaign two years ago, with a view to
winning for himsell the vauntful title of the Emperor of India.
Not only did be not return like the Emperor of India, he did
not even appear to be an emperor at all. He retorned just
like an ordinary commander of an army despaired and worn
out after a long-drawn and hazardous campaign,

INDIA WAS NOT PERSIA

73. The cause of this disappointment of Alexander was
that the Greeka up to that time knew only one empire, worth
the nome,—muach more extensive than their own—that of
Persin | When these Grecks marched upon that Persian
emipre under their uneommonly brave and brilliant comman-
der, Alezander, and when after only two or three campaigns
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the vast Persian empire fell before them like a paper palace,
they were g0 much flushed with their victory that they fondly
considersd their commander to be endowed with divine
gualities, and ag such unconguerable. Alexander himself
eould not escape the infection of pride. His ambition to win
for himself the over lordship of the whole world soared to the
gly. Bhurat appeared to him just next to and as eagy 8 prey
as, Persia. 8o very vast a land and so very weak !!! So he
wanted to crown his Persien conguest with the glittering
diadem of the Indiag imperial asthority. Greedily encugh he
ran to have it with all haste !

74. But the experience he had had wasguite contrary to
what he had expected. In India he had to face the bitterest
oppesition at every step,  Although he never lost a battle as
guch, his Greek army was completely exhausted and exas-
perated in the very process of winning them. These victories
were far too costlier than the ones in Persia, and all their
vauntful declarations of conguering India a3 easily as Parsia
proved o be empty words “full of sound and fury signifying
nothing’. And in the end he had to return with the acquisi-
tion of only a small strip of land along the Indus river.

76. Thus was Alexander disappointed and to a certain
extent insulted. But that valiant emperor was not downeast!
He was itching to return once again to India after stabilizing
things in the newly conguered regions of India and annexing
them permanently to hig wast empire, like those of Syria,
Persia, Babylon and others.

T6. Alexander declared the annexation of the region
from Hindulkush and Gandher to Taxila (Takshasheela), half
of the Panchanad up to the river Vyas, and that from the
confluence of the Vitasta with the Indus to the sea. Hs
appointed the Indian King Ambuj or Ambhi of Taxila his
governor (Satrap) of the Hindukush region®, and King
Porus as his governor of the Panchanad. To the third but
narrow gheip of land along the Indus, were appointed his two
trusted Greek generals, Philip and Nicanor, under whom he
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placed the mobile foree of the Gresks., He established in
Indin some townships too, ene of which was Alexandria in

the direction of Taxila™.

ALEXANDER'S DEATH

77. Before Alexander decided to stabilize things in the
Indian territory he had recently captured, he learnt that the
loea] democratic institutions refused to accept his over-
lordship™. Ewven while Alexander was in Sindh, he received
intelligenee of a revolt by the Indian subjects in Gandhar. He
was about £0 send & fresh and large Greels army to (zandhar.
But in gquick succession followed another disturbing news of a
fresh conspiracy being hatched in the Punjab (Panchanad) to
overthrow Alexander completely. Buot Alexander could at
that time do nothing to thwart any soch attempts at revolt,
Dwring his campaign ageinst India not only his army but he
himealf wis completely exhausted. To add to it, his addiction
to drinking had grown bevond all limits of safety; he suddenly
took ill and died in B.C. 323. That is to say, hardly within
a-year-and-a-half of hiz return from India with all his army
the great Greek (Macedonian) Emperor breathed his last at
Babylon?™®.

INDIAN POLITICIANS CONSPIRE

TE. As has already been told, az soon as Alexander
began to retreat along the Indus, some of the Indinn politi-
vinng began hatching out & secret plan against the Greeks in
the Punjab to win back their Jost freedom. But it was not
merely aimed at the recovery of the lost territory. Tt was
essentially to overhanl and revolotionize the whoele gamut of
the political life of India and to bring about a sweeping
change in the internal life of the country. Even if Alexander
had not died so soon, the deep-laid Indian plot was
destined to achieve this daring politieal revolution. This
sudden death of Alexander, however, gave Indian political
workers an unexpected golden opportunity and they were
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quick enough to uwtilize it for the overthrow of the Greek
power.

GREEK GOVERNORS BEEHEADED

78, Alexander had left behind Nicanor and Philip as the
chief representatives of the Groeks, When the news of
Alexander's death reached Indis the Indians in the republic
of the Ashvinis suddenly fell upon the Greel Governor, Philip,
and asaassinated him along with his small Greek regimant™,
The second, Nicanor, was also similarly despatched,® and all
those monarchies and republics along the banks of the Indus
which had acqguiesced in the Greek overlordship, shook it off
at once and  proclaimed their independence forthwith, Greek
eolonies, Greek ensigna and standarde—whatever signified
the (aresl power were completely destroyed on the spot. The
whole of the tract along the banks of the Indus right from
the Panchanad to Sindh which Alexander had conguered and
annexed for ever and anon to bis empire, became indepen-
dent within zix months of Alexander’s death®,

Bl. Alexander had congoered states and countries and
empires like Greece, Syria, Persia, Babylon, Egypt and the
like. There he founded Greek cities and Gresk colonies, and
even after the divieion of his vast empire, just after his
death, his governors and military commanders and their
descendants ruled the respective regions like Babylon for
centuries together. Even now in some other countries cities
exist with the name Alexandria, and Alexander's name i
ever ocrowned with the honorifix “The Great’ thronghout
anoient history.

81. But what happened in Bharot? The small states
and republics in the farthest corner of Indis which Alexander
had annexed to his empire under the impression that he had
conquered them for ever and for ever, after fighting inces-
santly on variona battlefields for two long years and shedding
the blood of millions of Greek and Hinda soldiers—thoss very
Indian staves and republics and monarchies literally nproot-
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ed his power, his standard, the Greek colonies and every
hateful sign of the Gresk vietry—and that too within six
monthe or at the most & yearts |

82. At last, not to speak of the city of Alexandria which
he had established, hiz own name too is not to be traced
anywhere in Indian history, as if there never was any
invasion, any aggression on India's borderland of any Mlenchh
(Yoaven) emperor, named Alexander, who dinned the ears of
the people throughout Europe with his prouwd title, “The
Groat’ ! Curiously enough, even no stray refersnce has yet
been  discovered in Vedice or Jain or Buddhist ancient
literature,

83. Writes Vincent Smith in his famous Early History
af India © "All these proceedings prove coneclusively that
Alexander intended the permanent annexation of those
{Indian) provinces to his empire......But within three years
of hiz departure from Indis {fron 325 BC to 322 B his
officars in India were ousted, his garrisons destroved and all
traces of his rule hed disappeard. The colonies which he
founded in India, unlike those eatablished elsewhers in Asia-
tic provinees took no root. His campaign though carefully
degigned to ssoure a permanent conguest, was in actual effect
no more than & brilliantly suceessful raid on & gigantic scale
which left upon India no maerk save the horrid scars of &
bloody war. India remained unchanged. Bhe continued her
life of aplendid isolation and soon forgot the passing of the
Macedonian etorm. No Indien suthor—Hindu, Buddhist or
Jain—makes cven the faintest allusien to Alexander or his
deeds," (Page 117)

84, Who were the most prominent leaders of this politi-
cal conepiraey which wiped out, within a period of six montha
or & year, the whole of foreign politica] dominance cauwsed
by Alexander's aggreasion right from the Panchanad to
Bindh 7 History as yet is ignorant of their names®® | Still
two of them &t least have become immortal | They are the
same two men whom I bave mentioned while describing
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Alexander’s adwvance up to Texila. The first was a brilliant
and smart youth, who had just completed his studies at the
University of Taxila; Chandragupta | And the other was
Acharya Chanakya, who had been & teacher at that Univer-
sity and who later on gave practical lesgons in politieal eraft
and political revolutions to the young Chandragupta ! As
they were to lead the whole of Bharat hereafter, it is fit and
proper that they should be introduced here.

THE STORY OF CHANDRAGUPTA'S BIRTH

B5. Like all other great men of the ancient world
Chandragupta and Chenakya have their life-stories clouded
with legends, anecdotes and imaginary sccounts. Those
who are interested in themn for the sake of intellecton]l enters
tainment may profitably read Badhakomod Mukherjee's
‘Chandragopta Mavrya And His Times’. We shall give here
only go much of their lives as appear to ue to have historical
sanchion.

86. Some small bands of the Shakyas, amongst whom
was born the great Lord (antam Buddha, had at one time
to shift to far off regione because of some disastrous calamity
that had befallen them. They called themeelves Kahatriyas.
However, in those adverse days those displaced Shakyas
began to follow other professions for their livelihood. There
happened to be a plentiful breed of peacoclks in the forest
whers these tribes later on lived. To keep these peacooks
and sell them became one of their professions. Ho they had
‘Moriya” as their nickneme, and the Morives formed a clags
by themselves, One family of these Moriyas came back to
settle in the wicinity of Pataliputra. One woman of that
Moriya tribe named Mura (Mayura) somehow got access to
the harem of the roval palace and soon became the coneubine
of the Emperor, Mohapadmanand or ‘Dhanapand’ as he wae
generally enlled. Her son from this Nanda Emperor was
the same Emperor Chandragupta.

B87. Howewver, when Chandragupts became an emperor,
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the story of his birth might bave appeared derogatory to
his greatness and therefore in some books of the time the
gfory wea slightly altered to mean that Muradevi was the
wedded gqueen of the Nanda emperor, not his concobine,
which in consequence meant that Chandragupta was a legiti-
mate royal prinee and not an illegitimate one.

8B. But a third aoecdote seems to outdo both the
above, stories saying that Mura and Emperor Nanda were in
no way connected. Muora had & gon from her hushand of the
same clan and that son was Chandragupta himself. Later on
with the help and guidance of Arys Chanakya and with his
own walour be reised hie poor father and mother to eminence
and after wresting the imperial power from the Nandas he
founded the Maorya Diynasty®e,

80. It seems a common weakness among all homan
sogieties and communities, in a grester or lesser degree, to
attempt to judge the greatness or meanness of an individual,
not so much from his manifest wirtues or vices ss from the
race, the comimunity or the family be iz born in. That is why
as the titne passes such inflated anecdotes about their family
tradition are propagated amd popularized through plays,
poeme anid novels or through folk-lores. There are other
anecdotes too besides the ones referred to above, which seek
to ascribe greatness or meanness to Chandragupta. Bt for
the rensons given sbove they need not be mentioned here.

80. Was Chandragupts a concubine’s son 7 Was he not
a Kehatriva 7 What matters though ! Chandragupta could
bave asid with jostiflable pride, “More than any of you,
nominal cagte-born Kehatrivas, who bowed wvoor lheads to
the Mlenchhes, the Greek emperor and his commanders, I, &
‘peerless’ Chandragupta, have a greater claim to being a
Kshatriva in as much as withmy sword I have completely
vanguished those very Mlenchhas in every battlefleld.” With
the same haughty affront of Karna, he conld have flung in
the face of those rafling enemies the following words :
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AT AT A GEI &7 47 G BT A7 AT 1)
fame §9 wew mEmd g qveE )
— ¥tEETT of Bhatta Narayan, Act III, 37,

[“Whether a eharioter or a charioter’s son, or whoever
{else) I may be, (that is of no eonsequence [) Birth in a (noble)
family depends on fate ; but manlineas depends on me 1"']

#1. The son of Mura isa Maurya ! That is precisely
why Chandragupta is called a Maurya. Proud of his maternal
extraction Chandrgupta designated hia royal family as
Maurya and immortalized the name of his mother, Muradevi,
in Indian history. The Maurya emperors aceepted the same
Moriyn caste too, (one which traded in peacocks) that
belonged to his mother. The guardian deity of the Maurya
family is also a ‘Peacock’. This fact is corroborated by rock
inscriptions. The Ashoka pillar found at Nandangad bears
at the foot a picture of o peacock,  The stories from the life
of Ashoka inseribed on the celebrated *stupas’ at Sanchi have
gimilar figurea of peacock carved beside them®a,

THE EMPEROR OF MAGADHA

92. Maphapadmanand was the emperor ruling at that
time over the vast Magadha empire. He waz already very
unpopular because of his many vices?®. His subjects were
exasperated because of the heavy taxes, levied on them in
order to eatiafy his lust for gold. People called him Dhana-
nand instend of Mohapadmanand in order to deride him for
his excessive lust for money®®, He could come to the throne
because he happened to be the brother of the earlier emperor,
but be had not & gingle virtue, fit for an emperor | He wounld
have proved his worth had he but taken wp the challenge of
Alexander snd erushed him in the Panchanad when the latter
had marched on Indin and when he had proudly declared his
intention of conguering Magadhe and be the emperor of India.
He should have at lesst undertaken such & great expedition
ga to overthrow the Greeks and free the Indian territory
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subujganted by them to deserve the title of an emperor | But
he did nothing of the kind, and meekly swallowed the insalt
hurled st bim by Alexander ! This cowardliness on his part
made, on the one hand, every self-respecting and nationalist
Indian despise him, while, on the other, made him erafty. He
hated the selfless national politicians. In order to undermine
their prestige, he insulted them publicly. A really capable
person was invarisbly an object of hiz hatred and was
subjected to melicious treatment.

83, From thiz Mahapadmanand, it is said, his coneu-
bine, Mura, had the illustricus son, Chandragupta. Bome
aneedotes pertaining to Chandragupta's childhood are avail-
able but they are far too few and merely hearsay stories.
What appears to be certain is only this that the cowardly
but erafty Mobhapadmanand begon to fear the young Chandra-
gupta, shining with his sharp wit, his dariag and ambiticus
epirit, seeking to exercise his rights as the heir to the throne,
bastard aa he was. He feared that under the leadership of
this unrestrained bastard son, his antagonists would not fail
to dethrone him! Mahapadmanand very well Enew how his
very Nanda forerunners had vanguished the original Shishu-
nag dynasty of Magadba and uvsorped the throne ! Under
some such apprebenzion there appears to have occurred some
clagh which Mahapadmanand used as a pretext to banish
Chandragupta out of the precinets of the Magadhan
empire®*, The intervening account is permanently lost to
oblivion. Hereafter Chandragupts makes hiz appearance in
the University of Taxila (Takehashesla) as a roval prinee
baving his leasons in politics and the seience and art of war.
An snecdotes which iz current in thot region wiz. that he got
agcess to this university mainly through the good offices of
renowned and learned Arya Chanoskya may have some grain
of truth in it®. Chandragupta bad already been studying
in the manner described above at this university for about
gix or seven years when Alexsnder attacked Indin, Thers,
for vhe first time, this illustrious disciple of Chankyn, this
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young Chandragupta, began to shine with his exceptional
brilliance in the sacred national conspiracy that was being
hatohed by the Indinn patriots and politicians to avenge the
insults heaped on the Indian nation by the Greeks and to
liberate the territory lost to them.

A MARVELLOUS HALF HOUR IN HISTORY

4. Young Chandragupts seems to have secretly wan-
dered through the Greek camps in order to study the peculiar
features of the Greek armoury, the Greek military formations
and war strategy. For he was once caught by the Greek
sentries on suspicion that he was reconnoitring in the empe-
ror's camp®™, The report reached Alexonder himaelf and the
Muoeedonian emperor summoned the disgunised Indian youth
to bis presence.  Some even think that the said youth went
to e Alexander by previous appointment.

85. That valinnt Macedonian supreme commander and
emperor Alexander, in his thirties and the foture Indian
captain-general and emperor Chandragupta just on the
threshold of his twenties, but as yet merely » wandering
nonentity stood face to face sizing up each other for a fow
moments | It appeared as if two lustrous suns, one fast
approaching his zenith and the other not as yet rigen fully
out of the misty shroud of the early dawn, were staring at
ench other's eyea.

96, This strange interview 15 not likely to have lasted
for more than half an hour, Buet it has truly proved to be a
historical marvel of perennial interest !

497. Ewven whils almost sll the Greek writers® allude
to this strange interview, nobody can say for cerfain what
exaotly tranapired between the two or what words were
exchanged by them. One or two of them write only this
much that Chandragupts said distinetly that he was related
to the royal family of Magadhs or something to that
effpct®s, This much is certain that to the guestions put by
Alexander, Chandragupta answered boldly and reaolutely !
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In that strange parely something went wrong and Alezander

“ordered the youth €o be taken out of the camp forthwith.
Instantly the fiery youth left the camp, but in the mean-
while when Alexander changed his mind and called again
for the youth in his presence, he was nowhere to be found
agmin#,

THE STORY OF CHANAEKYA'S FAMILY

8. Arya Chanskys was born in a Brahmin family and
his name was Vishnugupta. His name Chanakys must hove
probably been derived from his native town of Chanalc. But ho
iz more particularly known by his name Chanakya. Koutilya
is one more name by which he i8 equally well-known. Hie
great and abiding work is known as Keutifipa Arthashastra.
Koutilya must hove been formed from his originul family
name (515 gpr) Kutal, He was well-versed in almost all the
geiences of the time and was renowned at the University of
Tazila aml also amongst the learned circles of India, asa
great scholar.  He was ugly in appearance, Later on, when
after the imperial revolution of Magadha his name gained
great famne not only all over India but even in Greece and
other foreign countries, as the guide and preceptor of Chan-
draguptn’s early vears and later &5 the chief minister of the
Indian empire, severn] hearsay stories sprang up asto his early
age, as they did regarding Chandragupts snd Alexander.
Several references to them based on solid grounds or other-
wise are to be found in many literary works, dramoas, folk-
lores, written many centories after the desths of both
Chandragupta and Chanakya. These references in  Jain,
Buddhist and Vedic literatures are not wholly relinble®. Even
in & Banskrit drama his character hne been depicted in an
unrealistio manner for the aake of dramatic effect. Az such the
ridiculous descriptiona of his ugliness or of his nngainly teeth
or the childish reports, that he picked op from amongst the
uncducated rustic children playing in the street one reckless
Chandragupta to be made the [oture emperor of Indis simply
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becanse he took a faney for the child, or because his know-
ledge of palmistry guided his choice, cannot be taken as
historical truths. However, more discerning research-workers
ghonld neces=sarily investignte if there iz any basis for them.

THE PERVERTED REPORT OF CHANAKYA'S VOW

89, One suoh aneodote about Arye Chanakya should be
discnssed here as an illustration. For, it is being taoght in
the present-day echools in that very perverted form. The
said anecdote purports to say that becanse he became famous
as o great scholar in the University of Taxila (Takshasheela}
and the regions round abovt, Arya Chanakyn was appointed
at the Chairmen of the Grants Commiseion [gmregg) in the
royal palace of Mahapadmanand st Pataliputra®. While
he was working in that high office, Emperor Mahapadmanand
came there one day on his inspection rounds. But he langhed
at his teethless ngly month and his unshapely body, st which
Chanakya took & great affront. Therefore, Nande pulled him
down ingtuntly and, as is written in some books, pulled his
tuft of hair till it was vprooted and finally ordered him to
be driven out of the palace. The fiery Brahwmin instantly
retorted saying *'T shall drag you down from your throne and
completely destroy the Nanda dynasty and then and then
alone shall tie up my tuft of bair.” With thie grave vow he
marched straight ont of the palace™.

100. But let it be remembered that Emperor Nanda had
come there to inspect the work of the Charity Department,
not to visit & besuty parlour ! How is it plausible, then,
that Mahapadmanand who had himself appointed that learned
echolar to the high office of the President of the Charitable
Gronts Department, would now say that because of his ugly
features Arya Chanakys was unfit for that post ? The office
of the Cheirman of the snid Grants Department reguired the
expert knowledge of the religions seiences and judicial proce-
dure, not physieal beauty ! But there is 8 more potent objec-
tion than this one to disprove this foolish sneedote. This
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angcdote implies that Chanakya revolted against Emperor
Nunds because of his personal insult alone, and that, had he
not bean thus insulted, he wounld bave remained a loyal
gervant of Mahapadmanand, that the India-wide revolution
that be successfully brought about was not for the sake of
freaing the Indian lund from the foreign Mlencheha domina-
tion, but only to avenge his personal insult | For this very
reason this anecdote ia clearly perverted.

I01. When as & strategy in politics Shivaji went to
Agrin accepting the overlordship of Aurengzeb, the latter
insulted him, and when there was & clash of words, Shivaji
waa put under arrest. But Shivaji slipped away most miracu-
lously and skilfully and declared war against Auvrangzeb.
If, after telling this story, any wiseacrs were to conclude that
it was because be was peraonally insulted that 8hivaji bore a
grudge against Aurangzeb and established an independent
Eingdom for himself, that he bad no higher motive of the
emancipation of his religion and ecuntry, it would be the
height of absurdity and foolishness. Rgually absurd and
foolish would it be to say that it was only to avenge hia persc-
nal insult by Emperor Nonde that Arya Chanalya brought
about a political revolution by exterminating the Nanda
dynasty.

THAT ANECDOTE SHOULD BE EXPLAINED THUS

102. It is not troe to say that because of his personal
insult Bhivaji revolted against Aurangzeb. On the contrary,
Aurangzeb bhad taken a fright that it is to overthrow his alien
religione domination that S8hivaji had taken arma, fired as he
was with & glowing fervour for Hindutwa. That is why he
insulted SBhivaji nnd relegated him to captivity ! In a similar
way because Mahapadmanand had secret reports that, avail-
ing himself of the weakness of the reigning monarch, Arya
Chanakya was busy conspiring against him so as to overthrow
the Manda empire, the Emperor Nands insulted him in his
royal palace and ot that very moment the illustrions Brahmin
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Aryn Chanakya retorted boldly, ‘If I am & troe Chanakya
I shall see to it that Your tyrannical rule is overthrown so
that Bharat might prosper’’. This is how the anecdote should
be explained.

1038. A very solid proof for this iz available to us in
the wvery Koutiliva Arthashastra written by Chanakya
himself. While introducing the writer it is said {in the very
book)—

Frmsa s faere: | adud g 0
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“He who destroyed the Nanda and rejuvenated the
national armed strength, as also the national scientific
advance, which were decaying under the Nanda regime amd
thus caused the uplift of his Bharatbhoomi. has written this
treatise.” He has not uwsed even a aingle word in thess
introductory lines to say that he destroyed Nanda to avenge
his personal insult. It is for the progress and prosperity of
hia own nation and motherland that Nanda was destroyed !
Chanakya's great work itself tells it clearly |

104. The anecdote which is told in a downright drama-
tic way perhaps means only this, that his original nationalie-
tic animus towards Nanda wag whetted the more becanse of
this personal insult.

CHANAKYA'S POLITICAL ACTIVITIES PRECEDED
ALEXANDER'S ONSLAUGHT

106. Chanakya bad been living in the vicinity of Taxila
good many veurs before the aggression of Alexander®. He
had a first-hand knowledge of the politieal situation in the
Bharatiya frontier territories right up to the Induos.

106, Just adjoining the borderland of India had stret-
ohed far and wide the unitary and centrally well organized
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nation, inimical to India. Chanakya was shrewd enough to
understand that in the event of an aggression by such &
woll-organised and inimical country, the small native demo-
cracies and monarchies from the Panchanad to the Indos
would utterly fail in the open battlefield, if they were to
fight sepurately.

THE GREEK CITY-STATES TOO PERISHED
PRECISELY FOR THIS REASON

107, Juat then a practical demonstration of the above-
mentioned axiom took plaee in Greees, The moment the
Peraian Bmperor invaded Greoen the small Greek city-states
like their prototypes in India, were eonvulsed to their bones,
In the end, it is only when Philip and Alexander eonguered
all of those separatist Greek city-states and forged them into
a powerful empire was it poasible for them: to vanguieh the
Persian empire. Chanakya was not elow to understand fta
significance.

108. He arrived at the firm eonvietion that vis-a-vis a
powerful and extensive imimical empire ax its neighbour,
India had only one way to defend ita independence and make
its administrative machinery strong enough to withstand
any foreign oggression and that was to beil down all the
smpller monarchies and republies and fo forge oot of them a
centralized, unitary and strong empire.

FOR THE ENTIRE UNDIVIDED INDIA

108-A. But there was not & single Indian monarchy or
republic thronghout the whole of the region right from
Gandbar, Panjab to the Indus delts, which could execute
thiz plan of Chanakya, who hod alrendy appraised their
capability and inclination. Naturally his next choice fell
on the only mighty empire of North Indis, namely Magadha,
His liead full of plans for the future Indian revolution, Arya
Chanakyn came again to Magadhe in order to study secretly
the political situation visiting every place right from a poor
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man's pottage to the royal palace. As such he was trying
to get access to the King's court on some pretext or the
other. When the question of the appointment of Arya
Chanakya ss the Chairman of the ‘'Grants’ departroent’
{gmmgs) wae mooted Nanda did not object to it because till
then he had known nothing elee of Arya Chanakya, but of his
echolarship. This appointment greatly helped Arya Chanakya
to perfect his secret revelutionary plans.

104. But before long Emperor Nanda had reports that
Arya Chanakya was not a ascholar pure and aimple, but an
expert orguniser of eecret plots and was at that time buay
plotting against him. Enraged at this, he publicly inzultad
Aryn Chanakya as already told before, deprived him of his
authority as the Chairman of the Grants’® Department, and
expelled him ouwt of his imperia! presincta. Being thus
outlawed, Chanskya returned again to Taxila.

110. In the mesnwhile, the young bastard son Chandra-
guptn being ecxiled, as has been slresdy told, from the
Magadhan court by Emperor Nanda, went to Taxila and
joined Chanakya—an incident which proved most favourable
to that patriot's ambitous plane of establishing an all-India
BINPiTeE.

WHY DID CHANAKYA BACK CHANDRAGUPTA
ALONE 7

111. If he were to dethrone the weak and wicked Nanda
and erown in his plooe on the throne of the Magadha empire
any outsider, the tradition-loving important persons from
smonget the fendatoriea, the Indian princes and even the
common people would probably have opposed vehemently,
even though the chosen person bad been endowed with the most
excellent qualities whereas Chandragoupta, though not a
lawful royal prinee had some native blood-relation to the
throne as the bastard son of the Emperor of Magadha, He
was, moreover andowed with valour and other gualities of
head and heart. As soch the arch-diplomat Chanakya
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shrewdly guessed that even these votaries of tradition were
far less likely to oppoee Chandragupta’s election to the
throne of Magadha., He, therefore, determined to champion
the claim of Chandragupts to the emperorship of Magadha—
why even to that of the whole of India:

112. While the grand plan of an India-wide empire of
Chanakya-and-Chandragupta was thus being set afoot the un-
fortunate event of a foreign invasion was reported towards
Persia, Alexander had already destroyed the empire of Persia
and bad invaded India. Although, as has been related in the
foregoing page, he was staunchly opposed by the Bharatiya
valour snd forced to retreat home, it was plain that Alexan-
der's well organized imperin]l military might was not totally
annulled,

113. Even out of thiz evil some good did emerge. The
republican subjecta of the frontier regions, with their faith
in democratic principles shaken rudely by the heavy knock
of & foreign invasion and the bloody wars that followed,
began to agree with Chanakya and other patriotic prophets
that national independence waz in peril unless & countrywide
Indian empire was established on the lines of the wvast,
highly eentralized, well-organized and anitary form of empire
of the enemy,

114. The first happy sign of this revolutionary spirit
was seen in the general uprising throughout the amaller
states and republics, conguered by Alexander &nd annexed
to his empire, and in the fact that hardly within six monthe
of & year of Alexander's death these Tndian territories sheok
off the foreign rule and became independent. Justin, an
ancient, renowned writer, cradits the leadership of Chandra-
gupta with the authorship of this wonderful and noble
collective uprising. “India after the death of Alexander had
shaken, ae it were, the yolke of servitude from ite neck
and put his governors to death, The anthor of this libera-
tion was Bandrocottus.” The 'Sandrocottus’ of this quotation
is Chandragupta. The Greeks pronounced the name of
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Chandragupta in this very way.

THE ONLY WAY TO REPEL RE-INVASION 7

115. Although the general riging in these frontier pro-
vinoes was successful under the guidance of Chandragupta,
Chanakya and others, the followers of Chanakya began to
warn all princes and political leaders, that it had not as yeb
made Indian independence completely safe from the foture
(reek onelaught, They went on preaching everywhere that
Alexander himself had vowed till the day of hiz death that
he wounld invade India onee agein and conquer it thoroughly,
that the “chief officers of his stpte and commanders were nt
war with one another for the division of the Greek empire,
that the trinvmphant one among them who would ascend the
throne at Babylon would not fail to attack Indis with an
ariny more pewerful than before and that the first victims to
that aggression would be these very people, if they remained
disunited az separate Rajokas (monarchies) and Prajakas
(republics). But if they availed themselves of this opportu-
nity of the civil fends of the Greeks and if they counld merge
the whole of India into a strong empire with an efficient
adminiatration at the centre, this new Indian empire stronger
than that of the Gresks, could very easily beat the Mlenchehsas
were they to come onoe again aggressively. Hence they said
Indis should be built into one strong nation !

INVASION OF CHANDRAGUPTA AND CHANAKYA
ON MAGADHA

116. Without wasting even a szingle moment of the
golden opportunity of the Gresk internecine wars, Chandra-
gupta and other followers of Chanakya began openly to raise
a powerful army to march first of all against Magadha
according to Chanskya's plan of the political revolution. A
few but very telling references to thia fact are to be found
in the critigue named ‘Mabavamsha™, From these and
fromn other sources it appears that this inveding army of
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Chandragupts was mainly composed of the soldiers from
FPanchanad, the Pauravas and the republics who were inspired
with the preaching of Chanskya for a unitary Indian empire.
In erder to enlist the sympathies of the Parvateshwars i.e.
EKing Paurav, who was & powerful king in those provinces
Chanakys ie said to have met him secretly. As Alexander's
sway had been completely thrown off from the Indian
territories, King Pauravy was no longer a subordinate satrap
of the Greeks. From stray references in some books it appears
that not only King Paurav offered his support for Chanakya's
cause, but some wealthy prople too helped him actively.
Chanakya offered the command of the whole army to Chandra-
gupta. After establishing their hold on all possible regions of
Panchanad, they marched speedily on Magadha®. The Indian
populace and the local powers disgusted with and enraged
gt the tyraonnieal and weak rule of the Nanda and jospired
by Chanalkya’s ideal of & strong unitary empire of the whole
of India, joined Chandragopta’s army as it marched ahead
fighting®.

117. In this daring and stormy msrch of theirs Chan-
dragupta and Chanakya had many times to face very grave
dangera to their livea. Onece their whole army was routed by
a violent knock of the opposing forces and both Chandregnpte
and Chanakys had to flee into the forest to save their lives®,
One night they had to sleep on the bare hard ground, bot
undeterred by any of these calamities, Chandragupta and
Chanakya formed their armies again and’again and kept on
marching shead and in the snd entered the precincts of
FPutaliputra, the Magadhean capital itzelf.

118, The arch-diplomat, Chonakya, had bribed the
army and the people in the capital of Nandsa, On the strength
of this general sedition the daring Chandragupta fell like an
arrow-shot upon the city of Pataliputra,

MAHAPADMANAND EEFEADED
119. When Chandragupta’s army rushed into the capital,
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blocking it very rigidly from every side there was a great
havoe everywhere. Chandragupta himself enterd the royal
palaee, but Mabapadmanand bad already left it in the general
disorder that had ensued and was trying to slip out of the
capital secretly. He was, however, caught on the way and
bebeaded almost instantapeously™.

SAMRAT CHANDRAGUPTA KI JAYA!

120. Chandragupta was soon proclaimed Emperor of
Mugadha. He adopted Maurys os his family name after that
of his mother, Mura. Henee be and his royal dynasty came
to be known for ever in history by that very name ‘Maurya'.
As soon a8 he publicly aseended the throne of Magadha he
appoinéad Chunckys as the Chief Minister of the empire,
approximately in B.C. 3219,

121, Alezander died round about B.CL 323, Tt means,
therefore, that within abont two vears Samrat Chandragupta
and Chenskya effected this gigantic revelotion which establi-
shed the indepedent and powerful Indian empire dizpelling
all gloom of despondency and disintegration, while on the
other aide the Greek fendal lords were quarrelling amongst
themselves™. In order to avail himeelf fully of this epportu.
nity, Chanakyn immediately busied himself with the satabli-
shment of internal prace and order.

THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF CHANAKYA'S POLITICAL
THEORY -MILITARY MIGHT FIRST

122. But the peace and order of even a unitary empire
altimately depends on its military strength alene which forms
the bed-rock of the whole imperial strocture. This was the
basic principle of Chanakya’s politicsl theory. Warlike
gpirit and armed-strength, he saird, were the very life-breath
not only of the politicel but also the civil life of & commu-
nity. Let that warlike spirit mitigate itself a bit and all
religions, all sciences, sll arts, why the whole life of o nation,

is doomed |
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79 g1 SEATfagar: | S T Teed g 0
‘In the event of the Kshatriyas forsaking their old kingly
duty all the religione are (bound) to perish’. A huge building
without a (proper) foundation, as also, an empire without an
(adequate) military strength are bound to topple down
even with & stormy wave of wind. Arya Chanakya, who
preached all this, firat of all began to reorganize a huge
powerful army, which was well-commanded and inspired with
the ambition to win in order to defend the newly-born
empire. This he did with such an amazing speed that during
three or four years not only his subjects eame to have faith
in hia great powers but also the enemies of India began to
fear it.

123, What did thizs huge army of Chandragupta so well
planned and eo well organized amount to 7

124. Hardly foor years earlier when Chandragopta-
Chanakye vowed seeretly to establish an independent Indian
empire uncer o unitary command their armed might was
literally nil ! That very Chandragupta who started with this
'nil' had now a well-equipped loyal army of &,00,000 foot
soldiers, A0,000 cavalry 2,000 war-clephants and 4,000
chariots |

125. 'With this powerful army, Chanakyas wiped out the
chaos created by the separatist small states, republics and
monarchiee in north Indin which wanted to lead an  inde-
pendent life of their own, and eatablished peace and unitary
organization. In the end all the territory on this side of the
Induz up to the Panjab, the Kingdom of the Pauravas and
8indh proper were anpexed to the Mauryan empire®.

128. Had any politiea]l thinker and administrator or an
Indian emperor felt proud to have established for the first
time such & uwnitary Bharative cmperor, it would have been
but natural,

INDIA'S FRONTIER HINDUKUSH NOT INDUS
127, But Chandragupte and Chanakyn were not sa tisfied
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with extending the bowndaries of their empire up to the
banks of the Induas only, they had vowed to establish the
Bharatiya empire over the whole of India and to annihilate
the unruly Mlenchehes | At that time the (north western)
fromtier of India did not rest with the eastern bank of the
Indus. But it reached muoch farther beyond the Indus so as
to include among its fold the regions like the Gandhar and
the rivers now loat to Afghanisthan, but onee well-known to
Vedic Arvans, like the Eubhe (the Kabul of today) the Eramu
(the Kurram of today), the Suwastu (the Swat of today), the
Gomati (the Guomal of today) and others, right up to the
peaks of the Hindukush mountains®™. To that far end
were spread our republice following the Vedic religion and
born of & Bharatiya race |  And over these regions had been
ruling the traditionsl royal dynasties of India. As our
people in that ice-cold regions were comparatively whiter ik
wis alag called by some “White India™®,  Naturally the
national aspiration, as embodied in Chandragupta-Chanakya
gcheme of things, fortified ita imperial boundaries not only
up to the eastern bank of the Indus with a strong army, but
it also busiad itself with the plenning and preparation and
excontion of the extension of the imperinl boundaries right
ap to the natural geographic frontiers of India, the Hindokush
mounkain, and vearned to hoist its flag on the top of that
mountain.
mewisfr avtfavagae: afer et

" These aleo laboured in the cause espoused by the other

Bages."

GREEK FEUDS AND THE DIVISION OF THE EMPiRE

128, In the meanwhile, the Greek eivil feuds had tem-
porarily ceased by dividing Alexander's empire, seding its
vast portion from the Indian frontiers up to Babylon to
Seleuens Nicator, one of the bravest and most experienced
veteran of Alexander’s militery officers, who rulad it ns an
independent soversign®™. He was supposed to inherit the
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elaim to the regien bevond the Hindukush which was formely
conguercd by Alexander.

128. He, therefore, demanded the surrender of that
region from Chandrsgupts who had appropristed it to him-
self®®, Of course, Selevcos did not realize that now the Greels
bad to fuee not an Ambhi of Taxils as before, nor any cowardly
minister, but King Chandragupts and his minister, Chanakya !
They not only scoffed at this frivelous demsnd of Selencos but
demanded in return the surrender of the region from Gandhar
te Hindukush beyond the river Indugif,

SELEUCOS ATTACKS INDIA WITH A MIGHTY ARMY

130. Enraged at this rebuff, Seleucos marched against
Indin round about 316 B.C, with o Gresk army, trained under
Alexander’®, If we leave aside the little-known invasion of
Gandhar by Alexander in B.C. 320, this was the second inva-
sion of Indiz by the Greeks after the famous one, already
fully described, by Alexander in B. T, 326,

131. DBut this time, after be crossed the Induos, Seleucos
was amazed to see that the region instead of being divided
into separate Indian republice as at the time of Alexander
had undergone a complete change, both political and military,
becansze of the brave efforts of Chandragupta and Chanakya.
He was confused. Right fromthe northernmost part of the
Panjab, on the bank of the Indus, to the waters of the
Westarn Sca (Bindhusagar) he saw erected, as it were, o steo)
wall of well organized, centrally controlled fourfold Indian
army to check his advance! And at the head of it wae
Chandragopta himself !

132. As soon as the two armies thirsting to fight met,
o bitter war started. The Greeks did their utmost but at last
the Indian forees on two or three battle-fields somewhere on
the banks of the Indus (the place or places are unknown yet),
put them to auch a pitiful rout that Selencos could not belp
capitulating to the victorions Chandraguptal®™.
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REVENGE OF THE DEFEAT OF KING PAURAV

133, Thus was avenged by this decisive vietory of
Chandragupta over the vanguished Greeks the old sore of the |
defeat of King Paurny and other atrocities and insults meted
out to the Indiane by Alexander | Bo—

THE VANQUISHED SELEUCOS MEEKLY ACCEPTED
ALL THE TERMS OF THE VICTORIOUS
CHANDRAGUPTAM™,

134. According to these terme of the treaty, Selencos
relinguished his right to the Indian region this side of the
Indus which he had =¢ far maintained. Buot when he was firmly
told by Chief Minister Chanakyn that the war would not
end unless the whele region from Gandhar to Hindukush,
which wag till then in the Greek hands, was yielded to the
Indian Emperor, he aubmitted to it meekly and the thousands
of Greek warriors who proudly held their brave chests and
their swords drawn up while crossing the Indus on their
march against India, now returned crest-fallen, with their
heads and swords held down, They crossed not only the
Indas backwars but retreated to the farthest end of the
Hindukueh mountain®.

LOVE IS IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT FEAR
(= fa7 &7 7 7]

135. This singular victory of Chandragupta brought the
Indian frontiers quite close to those of the Greek empire of
Seleucos and the dividing line between the two cmpires was
the range of the Hindukush mountain! The might of this
Indian emperor and the personality of Chandragupta and
Chanakya impressed the Greek Emperor; Seleucea, so much
that ha waa fully convineed of the advisability of having
friendly relations with auch a mighty empire than to be on
inimical terme with it | Becondly, Belencos had enemiss on
the gther frontiers although they too were Gresks. Frisnd-
ship with Chandragupta,. therefore, was caleulated to overaws
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them too | For these reasons the Greek Emperor, Seleucos,
whole-heartedly signed a treaty of permanent peace with
Emperor Chandraguptal®®,

138. Moreover, with a view to cementing this political
and internationsl friendship with a wedlock between the two
royal families and personal affinities and ties, the Greek
emperor celebrated the marriage of his daughter with Chand-
raguptalil,

137. Thie offer of the royal prineess in marriage by
Belencos erected a golden pinnacle bedecked with jewels
over the magnificent temple of the success of Emperor
ﬂhalldraguptar

THE GLORIOUS TREATISE OF MAHAMATYA
CHANAEKYA !

138. How very effectively and firmly with full regard to
the propriety of the case and yet how very disereetly Chana-
kya managed the affuirs of the state can bo clearly seen from
his treatise on body politie named Kaurileeya Arthashastra
and from the far-reaching influence of the invineible Indian
Empire which kept on increazing for at least a hundred yesrs
afterwards. The account of Megasthenese, the Greek ambas-
gador at the court of Chandragupta, also testifies to the part
this Treatise played in maintsining peace and order and
afffuence in the whole empired?,

139. At times a single historieal event happening over-
night or within & zingle day changes the whole current of
history for over & thousand wears to come. This decisive
victory of Chandragupts over the Greeks had also bad  far-
reaching effects. The English historian, Vincent Smith, bas
this remark to offer : “For almost a hundred years after the
failure of Selencos Nikator no (freek sovereign presumed to
attack Indie'. '

140, c=--The first Indian empersr, more than two thous-
and years ago thus entered Into possession of that “Scientific
frontier' sighed for in vain by his English sueccessors and
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never held in its entirety even by the Moghul monarche ofi
the 16th and 17th centuries (Early History of India, 4th ed.
1824 by V.A. Smith, P, 126).

DID ALEXANDER CONQUER INDIA 7 NO. |

141. In the ancient period throwghout the whole of
Kurope Greek civilization was the only one which was far ahead!
of others. Almost all the modern nations of Europe, therefors,;
rever It as their source. Naturally the name of a waliant
Greek emperor of that time like Alexander ig, therefore, a
source of living inspiration to them. The Eurcpean histories,
therefore, call him “Alexander the Great' and many anecdotes
and legends in the mythical munner are colourfully taught
to the young pupils through their history text-boolks. But the
commonly educated European people—not of course, the faw
learned historians—are blisefully ignorant of thet hen Indian
antogonists of Alexander and his Greek empire, Chandragupta,
and his minister, Chanakya ! Boch perversion of history can
be overlooked so far as the European people are eoncerned.
But after the establishment of the British rule over India in
our schools and colleges too the same disproportionate
praises were sung of Alexander in the history text-books and
-other types of literature. Because three or four generations
of ours have been imparted the same English education, our
-aducated classes are also impressad by the name Alexander the
‘Grent. But they too probably never knew who Chandragupta
or Chonslya was, This perversion of history and the mizon-
derstanding it has created in the minds of our people should
no more be tolerated hereafter, We may not mind the other
traditional aneedotes about Alexander, but those at least
which are connected with Indian history and which extol
Alexander disproportionately to the dercgation of the Indian
people, must be deleted from our school text-books and from
our literature. Take for example, the one colourfully told
in the school and college books of Europe and other typea
of liternture and which was widely published in cor country
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aleo by the English.

142. The Grecks and the other European people believed
that Alexander was a world-congueror and he had conquered
the whole of India. When that war-like Emperor returned
home after his world-conguoest, he is said to have burst into
tears at the sad thought that no more country remained for
him to be conguersd. This anecdote about Alexander is
proudly told nov only in Europe but even in India !| Now it
ean be very clearly seen how wvery absurd and ludicrous this
belief is from the short account given earlier in these pages.
To the great nation of those times, Chine, he never turned
his face. But even if we leave this fuct aside, we have already
shown how he was baffled and mede to retreat when he came
conguering to the Western frontiers of India with the ambi-
tious design to conguer the Empire of Magadha and the rest
of India and how his aspirations were defeated. Alexander
wae brave, Alexander was & congueror ! But he was not o
world-conquercr | Congueror of India be never was I I at
all that valiant hero was really moved to tears it was impossi-
ble that his tears should have been caused by the thought
that there was no other eountry left for conquest | For he
himself knew that it was fulse. His tears then must have
been caused by the sad realization that be was not able to
defeat India completely which he Innged a0 much to conguer.
On the contrary he must have been much disturbed by the
thought that even the emall corner of Indin that he believed
he was ahle to conguer wae also very likely to be wrenched:
from his hands by the rebellious Indians |

142. A Ag it i= said in the poem “Gomantak™

gET AT wat faeT, g qree SaT A
gaar §) ar af s s d ar g 2

[Of whomsoever else he might be the congueror, Alexander
was never the congqueror of India ! He did not even see the
courtyard (of the palatial edifice) of Indis, and to many
others he was never known(even by name) !]
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SUPER ALEXANDER |

143. Great men should ordinarily be never compared
with one another, They are great in various ways, but if
anybody trics to compare any such and extol the one to the -
derogation of the other, this hoax must be exposed and refuted
completely. Bo long as Europe eulogizes Alexander alone as
‘the Great’ and tries to brow-beat hiz antagonist, Emperor
Chandragupta, by evading any reference to him, we Indiane
must need assert that if at sll they are to be compared,
Chandragupta wnz Soper-Alexander in comparizon with
Alexander | Alexander ascended the throne of a strong
nation, already won by his father and commanded an army
that was nlse formed by King Philip. On the strength of
this aneestrnl] inheritance be bravely built up a strong Greek
empire | But Chandragupta enjoyed no such heritage ! He
had not a single seldier under his ecommand ; besides he had
been banished from his ancestral empire by his father ! Only
one man was at his side; it was Arya Chanakya ! Under these
eircutnstunees he had to start anew ! Yot he built op a
mighty sarmy, conguered the ancestral empire, and wiping
out the Grreck conguests under Alexander himself and wnder
his general SBelewcos Nicator, founded an Indian empire
mightier even than that of Alexander himeslf !

144, The epoch which atarta with the conguest of the
Yavanas by Emperor Chandragupta, the Super-Shikandar
is THE FIRST GLORIOUS EPOCH of Hindu Victories over
the Aggressor, )

* Kk k



Glorious Epoch

CHAPTER II
YAVANA-DESTROYER, PUSHYAMITRA

145. Emperor Chandragupta expired in 208 B.C.O,
He was succeeded by his son, Bindusar, whe was also brave.
He took for himself the epithet Amitraghat’ (the annihi-
lator of enemies?. FEven after the death of Chandragupte
the ministership rested with Chanakya at least for some
time®. Naturally, Bindossr took upon himself the task
of Chanokya and Chandragupta, which was left half aceomp-
lished at the latter's death. {cf : paragraphe 108 to 127)
According to the plan, the Yavanas were aorely beaten, the
whole of India was onee again free, and there was established
as far as north India was concerned, = centrally administered
unitary form of etrong empire. But their avowed objective
was the consolidation of the whele of India wnder one
Bupreme ruler, for the sake of which it was his duty to as-
similate Bouth India into the Maoryan empire of the north |

146. Although the several states in South India at the
time belonged to our own people, they were independent in
their own ways, and were absolutely free from any kind
of foreign domination. It was, however, neceseary that they
should bave merged their separate existence into the morth
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Indian empire if the whole of India was to be one indivisible
nation with a4 central authority to guide itz destiny. To do
w0 was their national duty |

147. Once he started on his Southern campaign, Empe-
ror Bindusar made almost all of the Souwthern States and
principalitica accept his soversignty either by peace talks,
by grants of money or by threats of violence or even by
sowing seeds of seditioni. Tt is recorded in history that
he annexed seventesn capitals [(with their states) between
the eastern and the western seas to the Maorya empire. It
geema that he brought the whole of the northern, southern
eastern and western India under his sole command and
aceomplizshed the ideal of the Indis-wide unitary empire.
Besides thia, the Mavrya empire of Bindusar was wnigue /v as
much as, even according to the standards of history, India
was the mightiest, in its military sense, of all the nations of
the then known world.

148. It was because of the invincible four-fold armed
atrength built up according to the precepts of Chanakya,
that from Chandragupta's accession to the throne of Magadha
to the time when Ascka courted Buddhizm and even till his
desth i.e. for about & hundred years, no enemy from the
ontside world could give any kind of offence to this All-
Indin Maurya Empire, either by land or sea or by erossing
any frontier whatsoever |

ASOKA THE HOLY !

14%. Bamrat Bindosar died in 273 B.CS5  His son,
Asoks, ascended the throne after him by putting aside hia
elder brother®. Emperor Ascka truly deserved to be includ-
ed in the list of virtuoue and holy kinge not only of India
but of the world. However, necording to the criterion laid
down in paragraphs 7 to @ of thizs book the Asokan epoch
does not fit in preperly in the seope of the glorious cpochs,
Henee we eannot do anything more than bypass him with
only a slight reference.
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150, Buot after his conversion toBuddhism, Asoka earried
out an exeessive propaganda in favour of certain Buddhist
pringiples like Ahimsa gmnd fhe resf which have cansed so
much harm to the Indian political cutlook, her political inde-
pendence, and her empire, thet it has become absolutely
neceasary to discues at seme length here as well as in other
chapters, not only the principles of Asoka but also those of
Buddhisin and their practices.

HAIL TO LORD BUDDHA |

151, PBefore disoussing bere some of the anti-national
Buddhist preachings and practices and their effects, I conai-
der it my duty to state in the beginning—so that there may
not be any misunderstanding or perversion of my views--that
on the whole, I have a very high regard for Lord Buoddha
and his religion. In Indian bistory there are several lofty
Himalayan peaks of world famous personalities, and the
name of one of those sublime heights iz Bhagwan Buddha !
Ag regards this reverence for him, I too, would gladly jein his
diseiplea in bowing down my head before his idol, saying
‘Hail to thee, O Lord Buddha !" The Hindo nation too, which
gave birth to such a divine considers him the ninth inearnme-
tion of Lord Vishno.

CAUSES OF THE DECLINE OF BUDDHISM IN INDIA

152. The Buddbist cult for that matter was being
preached in the vicinity of Magedhs at least three bundred
vears bofore Asoka., It was mostly propagsted, till then, by
persuasion and conviction, on metters of principles. Natur-
ally its progress was slow. It has alresdy been pointed out
in Parpgraph No. 18 that till the time of Alexander and
Selevens  Buddhist  religion was  bardly known in the
FPanjab, Sindh, Gandhar and other provinees. The Grecks
Enew nothing of it. Good many historisns are onder the
impresgion that becsuse Buddbism did not regard the putho-
rity of the Vedas as the highest and beeause on the whole it
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appearad on the whole atheistic, the followers of the Vedie
religion at that time opposed it very vehemently and as
ench the Buddhist religion was exterminated from India. But
this belief, firmly established in the minds of the people
throaghout the ages till the very present day, is not wholly
right; for, the belief that Lord Buddha founded any non-
Vedie atheistic cult iz in itself wrong. Round about the
time Gautam Buddhse was born there were nearly fifty
or sixty creeds in vogue® and this the Buddhist books them-
selves admit as true. It was costomaery to bold intellaatual
debates of the Vedic and non-Vedie philosophies. Whoever
was convinoed by persuasion and discossion adopted freely
the religion he liked. Although it iz tree that Buddhism
guffared & sort of defeat in this philosophieal and intellectual
wartare that went on thronghout the long period from the
days of the Buddha to those of Shankaracharya, the disgust
aid hatred which the Brabmins, the Kshatrivas and the
other Hindu people felt for the Buddhist sect and the corrupt
practices they followed were mainly due not to the philoso-
phical or intellectual, but to the national and political rea-
gong. How all this happened will be explained so far as the
gcope of thie book will permit.

ASOKA ENFORCES BUDDHISM

163. After courting the Buddhist cult, Asoks became
such & great zealot of his new religion towards the end of his
oareer that he was not satisfied with persuazive type of
religions eonversion so far prevalent in society. He declared
as penal all those Vedic religious practices which were taboo
from the point of view of the Buddhists but which were the
very foondation of Vedie religion. For want of space we shall
cite not more than two or three instances. He banned all
those saerifices throughout hiz empire which admitted of
violence®, BSaorifiee was the mainstay of the Vedic religion,
round  which the Bharative civilization had Hoorished
ever aince the Vedic period.  The diseontent, therefore, that
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must have been caused amongst the eighty per cent of the
population which comprised Brahmins, Kshatriyas and
other Vedic people when those sscrifices were declared penal
offences by the government, can best be imagined. Ashoks
even banned hunting®. The Wedie religion considered
hunting as one of the essontial duties of a Kahatriya. Not
only was it forbidden by Asoka to kill fish and fow! for the
food of millions of people, but zimply for upholding the
extremizt principle of the Buddhistic ‘total Ahimsa’. If
practised sincerely and without making any exceplions, these
prineiples prove utterly harminl to mankind. It was also
declared wnlawful to hont wild beasts like lions and tigers
which very often broke wpen homan babitations and caunsed
great distress by carrying away men and animals!?. While
he was thus tyrannically overriding the religions practices of
the Brabmin-Kshotriva and Vedic people!!, Ascka went on
erecting great pillars and inseribed thereon his famous edicts
enjoining on hiz subjects to be tolerant to all religionists, to
give respect to the Bhramanas (ascetics) and Brahmins alike.
It is really strange that an emperor, calm, cool, composzed
and considerate, like Ascka, should not be able to realize the
inconaistency between hiz procept and practice,

154. Nearly fifty years before Asoka, Chanakyn had
already visvalized the inevitable, horrible effect of some of
the teachings of the Buddhist oult on the national strength
and the foundation of the society as a whole. As such in
his famouns political treatize, “Arthoshastra™, on which was
erected the whole edifice of the Maurya empire, he had laid
down certain restrictions which were essential from the
national point of view, on those who thought of leaving the
worldly life and become 'bhikkus'. For instance, one of the
Chanalyan rules forbade a minor girl to enter the Buddha
‘Bangham’ without the express permiesion of her parents and
the government. Another of his rules prohibited every
geveral man from becoming & “bhikku', unless and until he
had provided amply for dependanta, his wife and children®®.
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But during the reign of Asoka and later also these restric-
tions disappeared, and every man or woman, young or old,
became ahsolutely free to renounce the worldly ways to enter
the Buddhistic Sanghss, Thousands of these *bhikkus® in
the “Banghue' were allowed free food, clothing, beddings and
abodes as charities, at the cost of the state. Asoks spent
crores of rupees from the imperial treasury on building
gigantic wiharas and on the maintenance of millions of
guch bhiklkus living in them?. The major part of the revenue=
eollestion of the imperial treasury was made from the estates
of the Vedie Hindus, yet it was spent on the universal
propagands of the Buddhistic sect which antagonised them.
This squandering away of their wealth for the growth of
their antagonists naturelly bred great discontent among the
Vedie populace.

A B[.D'W. TO THE IMPERIAL MIGHT !

155. Thiz excessive propaganda for anrestricted ahimsa
whioh Asoka carried on by the use of his political authority
throughout hiz empire and the countries beyond it, cut at the
very root of the Indian empire and was even more harmful
than any other acts of his for the national exiztence and
national independence™ | Thousands of bhikkus, appointed
and malntained by Ascks preached everywhere that army
atrength of every sort was violent and sinful, and that all
those who foilowed the life of & Kshatriya were wiolent and
g irreligions | Everyone whe vowed to practise ‘ahimss’,
everyone who rencunced the use of weapons and his family-
life and lved the life of a ‘bhikko® in the wiharas according
to the Buddhistic prineiples was greater, holier and 20 more
praiseworthy than the brave Eshatriya soldier who fought
and bled and died in the defence of his nation. Naturaslly
the common people too came to think that any and every
wandering parasite of a ‘bhikkn’ was more respectable and
religious-minded than the brave armed warrior®®,

1568, Asoka had precept, commonly preached by other
religions also, inseribed on his ‘pillars” : Religious victory ia
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more valuable than the one gained by meana of arms I But
was this religions victory possible in this earthly life 7 Whaa
it practical 7 A draught of nectar is said to make a man
immortal ; may be | But can anybody tell the whereabouts of
the shop whers that nectar is available 7

ST Fd drararsne | fgfn g sy wEr f o

158-A. [Whoever can satisfy his bunger by cating the
rice and curry made of words 7]

157. Was not the empire of Asoka with the unlimited
resouress, power and wealth with which he could earry out,
throughout the whole of India and abroad, a vigorous propa-
gande *that religious victory was superior to victory on the
battle-field’, itself gained on the strength of the mighty and
invincible four-fold army built up by Chandragupta and
Chanakyal* ? Had all that army forsworn arms and lived the
idle parasitic life of the *bhikkus’in the ‘viharss', embracing
Buddhism, as soon as Ascks asconded his ancestral throne,
wonld it have been poesible for him to sit there securely as an
emperor even for a moment? Even at that time the Greek
states beyond the Indien border and farther off than thess the
more ferocious wild tribes of the S8aka-Kushan-Hun type, who
recognized 'violence' as the only means of achieving their
objectives were anxziously weiting for an opportumnity to
pounce, like a lion, on Indis, but they feared the four-fold
invincible Indian army. Would they all not have taken this
golden opportunity to throttle the ‘bhikku-ridden’ India and
Asoka'a ‘religious trinmph without the wse of arms’ and drawn
ita blood ?

158. But it is hardly necessary to indulge in these *ifs’
and “whens'. At that very time, Indis had unfortunately to
suffer the gricvous consequences of the preaching, not only of
Asoka but of the Buddha himself, as has been shown in my
play, ‘Banyasta Khadga®?. The miserable plight of the people
and the successful resistance which the Vedic Hindue offered
will be described hereafteor.

168. While deacribing these sad consequences, I do not
at wll intend to analyse the comparative merits and demerits
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of all religions principles, practices or ritoals of both the
Vedic and the Buddhist religions like the sacrifices, penan-
ces, sanyas and the like, from the ‘other worldly' point of
view, nor do I wish to examine them thoroughly and compa-
ratively from ‘this-worldly' outlook. To see how many of
thoee principles are trustworthy today or how many of those
rituals are worth following at the present time i also out of
the scope of this book. So these points will not be raised.
I. however, wish to discuss in this book the nation-wide eon-
sequences of the different religions prineciples and the actions
of their followers on the political life of India of those days.
For without any such historicsl analysis, the different cur-
rents and undercurrents of history of those times cannot be
properly ahown,

AFTER THE DEATH OF ASOKA

1600, This pious emperor, Ascka, who till hiz and
Izboured hard wccording to his own religious faith for the
ultimate good of mankind, died in 232 B.C.

161. His death proved to be the baginning of the end of
that magnificent India Maurya Empire |

162. During the last 25 years of his life he had applied
himself heart and goul to the propagation of the Buddhistic
eult. His descendants who succesded him a8 emperors were
all honest Buddhists and that iz why they turned out to be
nominal rulers, weak in armed strength?. Because of the
criminal neglect of the imperial military might for these forty
years or so by the ‘extremists’ among the followers of the
Buddhist principle of ‘non-viclence' and their rulers, the
whole military organization of the Maurya empire right up
to the frontiers, and especially the north-western frontier,
graduvally went into complete disorder. This was allurement
encugh for the foreign foes who had been eo far kept off
threugh the awe of the Maurys empire, to venture a  fresh
aggression on India hardly within thirty years or so of
Asoka's death,
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THE AGGRESSION OF BACTRIAN GREEKS
- 183, Bamrat Chandragupta had defeated Beleucos Nica-
tor and driven away the Gresks far beyond the Hindukusk
mountaina round about 316 B. C. (of. paragraphs 180 to
140). Seleucos had established his independent Greek king-
dom in Bactrin sdjoining the western side of the Hindukush
monntaing which was then the extreme frontier of Indis, A=
it was independent, it had lost every eontact with the origi-
nal distant European Greek state. If at all there existed any
eontact between the two, it waas that of dire enmity. These
Bactrian Greeks, therefore, were called Asian Greeks. Be-
cause of the break in the confinuity during the intervening
hundred years or 8o, these Bactrian Greeks had fallen off
miserably in every reapect from the high standerds of the
origina] Greeka of Alexander’s time. They had now nothing
of the spirit and vigowr of ftheir Alexandrian ancestore.
Alexandrian ambition of conquering Indis, however, still
gonded them on. As soon as they saw the degeneration of
the military strength of the Maurya empire, these Baotrian
Groeks were fired with the malicious ambition of Indian con-
guest, a3 has already been ftold above, and Demetrecs, their
king at that time, crossed the Hindukush and attacked
India ¥, As the Indian army offered no resistance worth the
name, Demetress reduced Kamboj, Gandhar and crossed the
Indus, and conquering the whole of Panchnad, that Yavana-
dhip (the Greek King) proceeded with his army to conguer
Magadha itselffl, The whole of the Greek army was inspired
with the warlike spirit and they began to declare that they
were going to realize the dream of the Indian conguest of

Alexandes??,

WHY THIS SUDDEN DEGENERATION OF
INDIAN BRAVERY 7

164. How wvery strange it is that bardly before a hun-
dred years or ao the provinces like the Panchnad {the Punjakb)
and others from the Hindukwsh to the Indus in which the
brave Indian Kshatriyas, their republics, and soldiers and the
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common populaoe had all defeated and repulsed, with excep-
tional valour, the aggressive Greeks under Alexander wnd
Helpueos and drove them baclk, should now be owerrun so
very easily by the much too weaker and degenerated Bactrian
Greeks | Owing to the constant dread of the brave fighting
warriors of India, Alexander and Seleuess could not sleep
soundly in their military camps while fighting in thess provin-
ges. Buot these second-rete Bactrian Greek military leaders
could sleap soundly in the royal palace of Ayodhya [Baketi)
in the confident safety of their triomph,

165, This Greek invasion of Demetreos took place within
thirty to forty years of Asoka's adoption of Buddhism. How
did the Indian rezisting capneity and bravery in the valiant
provinees of Gandher, Panchnad and others deteriorate so
sinddenly during those intervening years? What particular
event in those thirty to forty wyears necessitated this
degeneracy in the high standard of Indian heroiam?

166. Was this Bactrian Greek invading army, under the
lepdership of Demetrecs, in any way superior to those of
Alexander and Seleacos? Not ot alll| They themselves wd-
mitted that their forefathers under the leadership of Alexan-
der and Beleucos were far superior to them, were endowed
with almost divine powers®®, Tt clearly means that the rea-
gon, why these inferior and weaker Gresks should conguer
the Indians so very essily, was not that the Gresk prowess
had increased since the fime of Alexander but that the
Indian beroism and the Indian capacity to resist aggression
must heve deteriorated to a horrible extent.

147. Now, during the hundred and twenty-seven years
or &0 that elapsed between the Alexandrinn sggression in 327
B. C. and the one by Demetreos about 200 B. €., there ocour-
red only one significant event which was likely to bring about
this grievous falling off in the high standard of Indian mate-
rial proweas and their ability to repulse the enemy. It must
have been the extremist propaganda of the non-resiztant
non-viclent principles of Buddhism which condemned the
military might throughout these provinees. For no other
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event of such magnitude took place at that time. We shall
just consider here two pointa which throw some light on this
T

INDIAN MENTALITY AT THE TIME OF
ALEXANDER'S INVASION AND THAT AT THE
TIME OF DEMETREOS |

168, At the time of Alexander the Buddhist cult was
never beard of in the provinees o f Eambej, Gandbar, Panch-
nud etraight to Bind, (ef. para: 168). The people there were
hero worshippere nf Vedic Hinduos ! Btates like the Youdheyas
were proud of their war-like spirit and bore the attribots
‘Nation-in-arms' (sn349i)) with evident exultation | jef : para
38). Not only the Rahatriyas there, but in some of the states
all the citizena, men and women, young or old, took the field
to face the aggressive foreign enemy. Where unfortunately
a certain republic got beaten, the brave Indian ladies thers
leapt into the fire with the dauntless children (cf. paras 40 to
56) at their breasts ! One more thing can be addoced in
support of the martial spirit of the Vedic Indians of the time
of Chandragopta-Chanakya who were ever prepared to protect
the national boundarics.

169, It is interesting to note bow martia]l prowess has
been extolled in glowing termes in the famous treatise, “Artha-
shastra’ of Chanakya, which mainly guided the administra-
tion of the megnificent Indian empire of Chandragupta.
According to Chanakya's treatise, all the vernas ineluding
the Brabmins bad free access to the military service.

wantE FTET WA 57 )
FIFWIET T @Eaal giafsT
(in the event of an extenzive war with the enemy. O Yudhi-
gthir, all the clazses of people should be seen well-armed with
winpons, |

This was the tradition of the Vedic Hindus ! When such
n large imperial army entered the bottlefield in order to face
the enemy, the emperor, dictates Chanakya, himself was to
address the whele four-fold army in the following way
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v gaTaRf qwrATEEery ar g afa:
gomTfafa 1 mdia arefEnfa g grng gy i
gerAmiter wafye: gy Wi fag wwas ) g geas

{The brave warriors enjoy the same hliss as the one
which ia obtainable through the final ceremonial bath after
the completion of sacrifices—it is voucheafed by the Vedas!
In the righteous war the warriors sacrificing their lives go
instantly to the eame bliseful state (in heaven). This Eing-
dom is to be enjoyed by you as well as it is by me. Then,
why wait. Fall upon the enemy, and annihilate them )

171. Who can tell, even Chandragopta himeelf might
have thus inspired his Indian fighting forees when they mar-
ched uvpon Beleucos |

172. The war, which beats down unjustifiable aggression,
protects the virtuous people and destroys the wicked ones, is
never considered ‘violent” by the Vedie religion. It is called
a religlous war (8 righteous warl)®,

173. At the time of Alexander the Vedic propegandists
had been going round kindling the fire of heroism and
bravado in order to fight suoh a righteous war of liberation
againet the Yavan (Greek) enemy throughout that region
from the Panchnad to 8indh. Many of such national propa-
gandists, mostly Brahmins, were being canght and hanged
by Alexander | {of : paras 32 and 69 for Plutarch’s citation)

174. After the valinnt soldiers of Chandragupta thus
routed the forees of the Yavan emperor, Seleucos, Chandra-
gupta and Chanakya built a strong steel wall of the mightieat
four-fold army in the world to protect the Indian empire
right up to the Hindukush mountain. The dread of that
armed might alone stopped the Bactrian Greeks beyond the
Hindukush from harbouring any thought of enmity towards
India for about 125 years. Bo long as S8amrat Asoka called
himself the follower of the Vedie religion, that means till
about 252 R.C., the north-western fronrier guards of the
Mauryan empire remained well-equipped and invineible,

175. But as goon as Asoks adopted Buddhism, this
security of the empire fell to pieces | Had Ascka abdieated
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from the imperial throne of Magadha when be adopted
RBuddhism as Lord Gautam Buddhs himself forsook the SBakya
nation before him, and had he travelled around as & bhiklko
propagating the faith, the Indian empire might bave been
spared a great calamity and Asoka’s loyalty to Buddhiem,
too, would have been truly tested. But till his death Asoks
could not bring himself to abdicate his imperial throne. On
the contrary he turned his whole empire into a Buddhistic
monastery to carry on the propaganda. Ewidently enough
in those frontier provinces the dictums like *Religious victory
pxcels martinl glory', ‘Anger should be conguered by the
negation of anger’, ‘Non-violence is the supreme religious
duty’, ‘Never kill any animal’, and such others which had
their roots in the Vedio religion, and which were Benefleinl
to the society so long as they were practised with due regard
to place, tine and person, began to be presched in the
Buddhist way, irrespective of any such consideration and in
absolute terms, without any reservations. Bands of *bhiklus’
brought up and maintained by the imperial treasury of
Asoka began to preach in that region that armed might was
agin | Only the followers of Buddhism were appointad to
high offices of ‘Dharmemshamatra’ (4§ s@wrg), provincial
officers, and the faithful government servants like the Rajjules.
All these wers expected, according to the orders from Asoka,
to render every sort of belp on government level to the
precopt and practice of the Buddhistic cult. Throughout
the provinces like (Gandhar and Panchnad Buddhism was
preached not only amongst civiliane but alse amongst the
soldiers. Naturally in those frontier provinces of India, the
warlike spirit and armed strength began to decrease as
speedily as the untrammelled propaganda about non-violence
and other Buddhistic principles gained momentum every-
where with the avowed royal support. After earrying en such
demilitarizing and anti-national propaganda for twenty years,
Asoka breathed his last, Hir suceessors, the Buddhist weak-
lings, surpassed Apoka in the neglect of the invineible
frontier guards whick had been =0 scrupulously and assidu-
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‘ously maintained in well-equipped military cutposts sinee
the time of Chandragupta, This was ignored to such an
extent that the whole defence-line collapsed as would a whole
torres the base of which bas sunk underground.

IN SHORT

178, Becwuse Asoka and his descendants with their
imperial support earried throughout their empire the
incessant propaganda of the one-sided extremist Buddhist
principles, which derided martial prowess, and criminally
neglectad the intrepidity sod wvalour which fought for
national independence. and because they transformed the
whale empire inte & gigantic Buddhistic monastery and
eonverted the fighting warriors into saffron-clad Buddlha
bhikkus, the heroic spirit among the people of the frontier
provinces and their staunch patriotism suffered s horrible
debasement and the militery organizetion which had been
the strongest in the world zince the time of Chandragupta,
wore out completely becanse of this internal vwirus. And
that is the reasen why Demetress’ Greek forces, far inferior
to those of Alexander and Belencos, could so easily redoee
the whole region from the Hindukush to the Panchnad and
eould march proudly towards Magadha,

177. With all the imperial authority and resources at
the disposal of these Boddhists, none of the provincial
governors, nor any administrator, nor even the Buddhist
population, got exeited and boldly came forward to fight in
the battlefield these Yavan foes who dared snatch away the
independence of India and subjugate it. They were not
enraged at this insult of Indis nor were they ashamed of it.
The very descendant of Asoka in Magadhs, who called him-
salf emperor and was adoring the imperial throne, the
Buddhist King Brihadrath, never took a step to resist the
advance of the Greek enemy !

178. Perhaps that Buddhist King was trying to win
«pver the Greeks by his unrestrained observance of the Bud-
dhistic principle of ‘non-resistance’ and the one which
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preached, “Anger should be conguered by the negation of
anger’’ and was trying to sueeeed in the application of the
Buddhistic doetrine by keeping indoors !

WAVE OF NATION-WIDE RAGE AMONG THE
VEDIC HINDUS : THE VALIANT KHARVELA,
THE KING OF KALINGA, MARCHES ON
THE GREEKS

178,  Although the Buddhbizts were neither enraged nor
diaturbed, ner for that matter, even ashamed of the faet
that the Greek aggression was undermining the national
honour of Indis or that it endangersd the nation‘s liberty,
the Vedic Hindus at least were highly enraged at this
national insult and the imminent national calamity. TUnfor-
tunately, they had no politiea]l power left in the north of
India which eould immediately resist this national calamity.
But within a decade of Ascka’s death the proviness of
Kalings and Andhra in south India had rencunced the para-
mountey of the Buddhist Mauryss and established their
independent kingdoms*. The kings of both these provinces
were staunch followers of the Vedic religion and so equally
staunch Indian poatriots. Beoth of them had built up mighty
armies well-equipped with arms, The news that the Greeks
had conguered northern India, and that the Magadha king,
o werk Buddhist, could not =t all resist it, cauzed a great
furore amongst the Vedie population in South India. At last,
the king of the independent State of Kalinga, the wvaliant
Kharvela, decided to march himself at the head of an army
against the Greek army of Demetreos.

THE YAVANAS ROUTED : THEIR HASTY
RETREAT |

180. First of all with & mighty army he conguered
Magndha® and joined battle with the Greek forces some-
where near Ayodhyn®. The strong Indian army of Kalinga
dealt such a croshing defeat upon the Greeks that Demetreos3"
immedistely turned his face backwards, and marched off with
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all his army back to his home beyond the Panchnad®.

181. After driving the Gresks beyond the frontiers of
India, Kharvela did not find much time either to pursue the
fleeing enemy or to organize the administration of the whole
of that region. Political emergency drove him back to
Kalinga almost immediately. He did not dethrone the
Maurya emperor of Magadha, King Bribadrath. As soon as
he returned to Kalinga, Kharvela celebrated, sccording to
the Vedia tradition, the horse ceremony®, to commemorate
the brilliant victory he had gained against the Gresks in de-
fence of the honour and liberty of India. This horse-sacrifice
was particularly known to heve s national and political
gignificanee®, Besides owing to  Asoka’s ban, the Vedic
Hindus were not able to perform any sacrifiee whatsoever for
the last forty or fifty years. But soon after the Vedic states
were established in Kalinga and Andbra, this horse-sacrifice,
the first of its kind was celebrated in total defiance of all the
injunctions of Aszocka on the Vedic religious practices imtmor-
talising the crushing defeat inflicted on the Greeks, the
national enemies of India.

ANOTHER GREEEK INVASION

138, Besing that Kharvela had returned to the south
Menander, whe had so far stabilized hie position in Kemboj
and Gandher and whe was furiovs at the disaster met with by
Demetreos on his march againat Magadha, onee again invaded
India within a period of four years™. Ag at the time of the
invasion of Demetrecs so aleo at this time the Greeks did not
meet with any opposition worth the name in the Panchnad,
which was dominated by the Buddhists and, as sueh, had
beeome pacifist. The weak descendant of Ascks on the
throne of Magadha, too offered no effective resiastance,

THE BUDDHISTS SYMPATHIZE WITH
THE GREEKS

183, On the contrary, Menander could enlist the sym-
pathy of many of the Buddhizte in his campaign. Ior he
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openly said that he approved of many of the Buddhist
‘principles and that he was soon going to become & convert
to it%. 8o, many Buddhist preachers began to publicise that
the Greeks had come to fight with the Vedie Hindue alone
and that if they conguered Indis theirs would be a Buddhist
rule ! The Buddhistz were not much concerned with the
alien nationality of the Greeks. Buddhism did not recognize
the differences of caste, race or nationality | This was the
anti-nationsl and anti-Indian wicked way in which the
Buddhist preachers began to delude the people of India |
As their eympathetic assistance was so useful to Menander,
he too began to eirculate through hizs Greek agents that this
campaign of hiz was dirested solely to nip in the bud the
conspiracy of the Vedic Hindus to snatch away the imperial
power from the hands of the weak Buddhist rulers of Maga-
dha®, Menwnder came onee sgain redocing the Panchnad
and other provinees right up to Avodhya. In order to avoid
the repetition of the sad plight of Demetreos who had made
undue haste at an inopportune time, Menander spent some
time in Ayodhya consolidating the newly won territories and
replenishing his army before he launched an attack on
Magadha and waited for the auspicious moment.

BUT THERE IN PATALIPUTRA...7

184, The Vedic commuuity and their leaders in North
JIndia had already experienced a surge of heroio spirit
becnuse of the victory of the brave EKharvels of Kalings.
To pdd to it the news arrived of Menander's manacing inva-
#ion | Besides, the Indian Buddhist populace showed clear
glgns of defection and betrayal of their eco-nationalists to
Menander. The nationalist Indian leaders, therefore, formed
& revolutionary body with o view to dethrone the vacillating
and weak Brihadrath Maurya from the royal geat of Magadha
and replace him with one of the Vedic sect, who was of proven
metal like Chandragopta Maurya. But everybody was con-
fronted with the difficult guestion as to who was there g0 hold
and powerful as to take the lead in thiz nationel revolution
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and to destroy the Yavanas (the Greeks) completely.

PUSHYAMITRA

186, Amongsat the remnants of the Magadhan warriors
in the army of the above-named Brihadrath Maurya was one,
named Pushyamitra. Hew as a Brahmin by birth. He was;
moreover, & staunch supporter of the Vedic religion and
Indian nationality, and a devotee of Lord Shiv¥. His family
narie was Shung. Even in the Mogadban army he had
attained so much importance because of his military exploits,
that Brihadrath Maurva himself had appointed him, not
very willingly but only out of necessity, to the office of the
Commuander-in-Chief of the forces in the face of the deadly
war with the invading Greeks. The moment he got the reins
of the highest military authority, Pushyamitra began to
enlarge and recrganize the army of Magadha, and equipped
it with all the weapons, This focussed the attention of all
the patriotic Vedic populace on Pushyamitrs, the gencral
of the army. Everybody anxiously hoped, if General Pushya-
mitra should lead the political coup......7 Who else, they
thought, was, at that time, fitter and abler than this valiant
hero to azcend the traditional imperial throne of the Indian
empire

186. From the historically established facts of this
Magadhan political revolotion which are geing to be related
very shortly, it will be amply clear that (Genera]l Pushyamitra
muet have accepted the leadership of the future conspiracy.
It is very likely that he must have secured, in advance, at
least tacit consent of his srmy and some of it= leaders, beforo
he acted openly.

ASSASSINATION OF BRIHADRATH MAURYA

187. While all these preparations were going on, one
doy it was decided to hold & grand military review in the
vast courtyard of the royal palace in the capital eity of
Pataliputra. Emperor, Brihadrath Manrya was present therse
to witness the march-past and receive the salute of the army.
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But while as per Pushyamitra's orders the ceremonial move-
ments of the four-fold army and their different formations
were going on with ali pomp and show and noise and bustle,
for gome reason, not known to history, some troubls arose
near the place where King Brihadrath was sitting. In the
exciterment of the moment, General Pushyamitra marched on
Brihadrath Manrya who had some to be merely the titular
head of the empire and beheaded him38.

188, This chopping off of the head of Brihadrath put a
stop to the dynasty of the Maurvazs | The Buddhiztic Mauryan
Emplire met it doom that day !

189. This unexpected and Lorrible turn of events
caused o great furore in the large crowd nssembled there. But
did any of the armed warriors or anyone from those of the
royal household who were sitting near King Brihadrath
attack Genera] Pushyamitra ¥ No, not at all. On the con-
trary, the whole army heiled him as their leader?®,

190. For, General Poshyamitra had doneexactly whatthe
soldiers them=elves and many others wonted to de but could
not, a8 nobedy in the whole of Indin dared shoulder the
responsibility for such an hazardouns deed. FPushyamitra
hod simply done the unavoidable national duty of killing
Asoka's descendant, Brihadrath Maurya, whe had proved
himself thoroughly incompetent to defend the independence
of the Indian empiret?.

PUSHYAMITRA AND CHANDRAGUPTA

181. Chandragupta and Chanskya had to assassinate,
as an unavoidable national duty, Samrat Mahapadma Nanda
who had proved himeelf thoroughly incapablé of repulsing the
Greeks for the protection of the Indian empire and its inde-
pendence at the time of the firat Greek invasion of Alexander,
Just for the same reason Pushyamitra had to cut off the
head of Brihadrath Mauvrya, the nominal Buddhist emperor,
simply as & national duty.
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EMPEROR PUSHYAMITRA SHUNG

192, This momentous event took place round about
184 B, 0.1 and with all the Vedie ritualzs Pushyamitra was
annointed Emperor of India on the throne of Ascka in Pata-
liputra. It marked the end of the Maurys dynasty and the
beginning of the reign of the Bhungas.,

EMPEROR PUSHYAMITRA'S CAMPAIGN
AGAINST THE GREERS !

193. First of all, Pushyamitra stabilized the adminis-
trative set-up and consolidated his position in his capital
and the regions around it and affer mobilizing a stronz four-
fold army, eager to fight, he fell upon Menander who had so
Tar dug in his feet safe in Avodhya®®, Finding it extremely
difficult to hold their ground before the mighty arms of the
Indian army, the Greak peneral, Menander began to retreat.
Kurlier Demetrecs had not been pursued; but this time
Pushyamitra was not going to be slack. He chased and
bunted down the Greek army. Toflicting defeat after defeat
on the (ireek army and causing confusion in their rauks,
Pushyamitra drove the dispirited and vanguizhed Mepander
far beyond the Indus. The Indian empire right up to the
Indus waa once again set free from the Greek political
dominsnce’d,

THE GREEK SWORD WAS BROKEN, THE GREEK
SHIELD SHATTERED, THE VERY ROOT OF
THEIR POLITICAL POWER DUG UP
AND DESTROYED !

194. This was the last of the Greek aggressions on
India. This terrible defeat inflicted on the Greeks by Pushya-
mitra consumed their strength so much that they never had
the heart to strike agein at Bharat any time in foture |
Bharat thus annihilated this Greek enemy who had been a
source of constant trouble since the time of Alexander.

195. Pushyamitra annexed all the territory liberated
from the Greek hands to his own empire®. He appointed at
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Ujjain his son, Agnimitra, as the viceroy of the region. General
Agnimitre waz a brave and able commander like his father.
He foreed the land up to Vidarbba in the South to acknow-
ledge his overlordship. But later Vidarbha refused to do so.
Hence Agnimitrs sttacked it. In the battle Vidarbhadhish
(the lord of Vidarbha) was defeatedi®. Amidst all this con-
fusion, Princess Malavika, the daughter of the Vidarbharaj,
waa enamoured of the bravery and other virtues of Agnimitra
and wag very eager to marry him. 8o with the consent of
Pushyamitra, the King of Vidarbha celcbrated her marriage
with Agnimitra. This not only created the bonds of friend-
ghip but also the bonds of blood-relation between the two
royal familiez. On this romantie theme itself haz Kalidas
composed his famous play Malavikagmimitra.

A HORSE-SACRIFICE IN THE VERY PATALIPUTRA
. OF ASOKA !

196. Pushyamitra, who had completely destroyed the
Greeks, the age-old alien enemies of the nation, and rejuve-
nated the Indian empire, had acquired with his own splendid
vietories the right to perform a horse-sacrifice according
to the Vedie tradition. About this right of Samrat Pushya-
mitra Vincent Smith writes in hiz Early History of India
(1924), "The Yavanns and all other rivals having been
digposed of in due course, Pushyamitrs was justified in
his elaim to reign ae the paramount power of north India
and atraightaway proeeeded to announce his success by a
magnificent cslebration of the Ashvamedha Sacrifice at his
eapital, (P.212)4,

187, Thiz declaration of celebroting s borse-sacrince
by S8amrat Pushyamitra thrilled the whole country, barring
the minority eommunity of the Buddhists, with national
pride and martial triumph. In the very capital of Asoka,
who had deprived the Vedic Hindus of their religious free-
dom by means of his supreme political authority, was this
Ashvamedha of SBamrat Pushyamitra to be performed. This
horse-gacrifice of Pushyamitra was in fact a public imperial
proclamation of 8amrat Pushyamitra that all the restrictions
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imposed by Asoke on the religious freedom of the Vedic
Hindus were withdrawn. .

198. Emperor Pushyamitra’s grandson, Vesumitra, was
glso & spirited young prince, as his father, Pushyamitra's eon,
Apnimitre was & veteran army-lesder and an efficient royal
pdministrator, When S8amret Puoshyamitre let his seerificiel
horse loose on its trinmphal march throughout the land, the
task of protecting that horse with a strong army was entrus-
ted to thia brave young grandeon, General Vasumitra., The
horse was not obstrocted in his free remble right up to the
benks of the Indas. But on the banks of the Induos be was
opposed by & certain Yaven King which, according to the
conventions of the time, meant that the eovereignty of
Pushyamitra was challenged. 8o the young General Vesu-
mitre fought with the ‘Yevan® enemy snd after defenting him
completely, got released the ceremonial horse. The bound-
less joy thet wes universally felt in the capitel, when after &
year the invineible and wonconquered General Vesumitra
triumphantly marched intothe city, can very well be seen in the
formal invitetion sent by Fushyemitra to his son, Agnimitre,
which is still available to us in almost the very same wornde
of the Emperer®™. Kalidas has practically reproduced it
verbatim et litteratim in his aforesaid play,* Malavikagnimitra'.
That letter in the drama ie so interesting that everybody
might read it with pleasure., It is a living document of the
thoughts of SBumrat Poshyamitre and the common feelings of
the people of these triumphant days.

A NATIONAL FESTIVAL

184, The festive cccasion of the horse-ceremony was
graced with the presence of the great sages and ascetics of
Indis, Brahmins well-versed in all the Vedic lore, the high-
born Eshetrive Kings and princes, the prominent officers
and administretors of the empire, eminent citizens and
leaders in towns. Patanjali who wes renowned as the greatest
of the scholars amd who hag now come to be listed, with
universel approval, among the world's greatest scholars—
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including the western ones—was also present on that glorious
occasion. With the blessings and participation of such
calebritics the festival of that horse-sucrifice naturally came
to aequire the dignity and grandeur of the Indian national
victory over the Mlenchehas.

TOTALLY ANNIHILATED ASIAN GREEK STOCK

200. After the Greeks were driven away bevond the
Indus by Samrat Pushyamitrs round about 190 to 180 B. C.
and Indis wae rid of all Greek dominence, the Greek race
suw the beginning of their extinetion. Beyond the Indus in
Gandbar and Bactria (Balhik) they had some small states
draggingon their uneertain existence. And about the beginning
of the first century of the Christian era, when a great tide of
the fierce war-like race of the Saukas from Central Asiadashed
against Baotria, Persia and Gandhbar, the Greeks knew not
where to flee in order to escape the terrible impaot of Sakas®
aharp swords. They fed with wives and children, the old
and the infant. At last they crossed the Indus and entered
India to save their lives®. But now they came sz displaced
persons secking shelter | What o tragic irony ! This influx
of theirse wasz a far ery from the triumphant entry of their
fore-fathers under Alexander and Seleucoz! The latter rushed
in erying hoarse for war, while the present Greeks came in
begging for shelter |1

201. But India guve them shelfer very graciouely in
those most unfortunate daye, forgetting all enmity®. These
runaway Oreeks settled severally wherever and whenever
their separate batches could find any shelter. Bome of them
became converts to Buddhizm while some courted Hinduism,
But as Vedie Hindus slone had their states everywhere in
India, these Greeks, whether they were Buddhists or Vedie
Hindus, were not able to canse any sort of political trouble.
They adopted the Indian languages, Indian customs snd
swiftly they were merged completely in  the Indian society.
And because they had marital and other social relations with
the Indians, within & eentury or two they completely loat the
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genss of their separate existence as Greeks—the sense of their
separate natlonality ! Just as & lomp of salt dissolves swiftly
into the torrential current of the Ganges, inthe same way
their Greek extraction was totally merged into the tidal wave
of Indian life.

THE MLENMCHCHAS MERGED INTO OUR
CIVILIZATION

202, Most of the western historians, and our own
too, . have completely missed one point in this connection
which for that very renson must be made explicit here. It i
this. Whether it was the Greeks or other foreign aggressors,
—whoev er came Hashing their swords but who were ultimataly
conquered and engulfed, completely enbmerged in our eociety
leaving mot o trace of their separate existence behind. In
every casé it has been amply proved that it was only when
the aggressor's insolent sword was beaten down—it was only
when the aggressor was vanguizhed completely in the deadly
armed conflict on the battlefield —that those foreigners became
&0 very tame and pliable s to be eazily overwhelmed and
dissolved in our society. This was achieved not by peaceful
persuasion, but by the stronger and deadlier weapons,

NO RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION-BUT THE MOST
APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT FOR TREASON |

203, BSome of the old Boddhist books, in the loguacious
atyle of the Purapas, enlarge upon the eruel treatment meted
out by Pushyamitra to Buddhist bhikkuoas, upon the outright
maszecre of some of them, and the destruction of some of the
Buddhist monasteries®®, Ewen the European historians®
have set aside all these references as exaggerated ones| Beill
gome of them huve stated that there should be some grain of
truth at the root of these exaggerated accounts that Poshya-
mitra might have bean guilty of some slight persecution of
the Buddhists by way of revenge. We also feel that Samrat
Pushyamitra might have taken good many of the Buddhists
to task, but not for uny philosophical or theological differance
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of opinicn.

24, The Buddhizts were not persecuted as a class simply
because they believed in nihilism or agnosticism or becauss
eome of them were atoeists while others were non-violent on
principle and condemned the Vedas, or becanse their reli-
gious rituals were in many ways different from those of the
Vedic Hindus, Lord Buddha himeelf experienced no obstacle
in the propagation of his faith ! Let that alone! The
Buddhist fuith had been more or less three hundred years old
by the time of Chandragupta’s suceession to the throne | In
hiz undivided all-India Hindu empire and also during the
tenure of the minjisterial office of the stauvnch Arya Chanakya,
no Buddhist persecution of any sort wae reported by the
Greck ambazsador, Megasthenes, who bad stayed at the court
of the firet Mauwrya Emperor for years together. Megasthenes
does noet refer to Boddhism even by name, for they had
not till then formed any anti-nationa] and political alliances
detrimental to the interests of the nation either with Alex-
ander or Seleucos. It wae not then possible for them! That is
why alome with many other religionistz the Buoddhists also
conld obsarve their own rituals secording to their own beliefs
and likings. Besides, they could openly preach by ewest par-
suasion and dizenssion,

205. Subseguent to the invasions of Alexander and
Beleucos, when the Greeks came raiding for the second time
under Demetress and Menander and when advancing as far s
Ayodhya they were about to dethrone the reigning king of
Magadha and endanger the independence of the Indian empire.
At that time the Indian Buddhists played a brazen-faced
trencherous role, as iz seen from the fact that these Buddhists
swore their loyalty to the Greek Emperor, Menander, whom
they called Milind. When the latter adopted the Buddhist
cult, they accepted him as the King of the region conquered
by him®. The Buddhist scholars and ‘bhikkus' proudly
struttd in the Indisn courts of those Greeks, as if they were
moving in some national court. In order to put down as
sternly as poasible these highly objectionable treacherous acte
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of thess Indian Buddhistzs, the plots hatched to undermine
the national independence, and the open instigation to do
anti-national acts which went on incessantly through various
Buddbist monasteriea and vibaras, Pushyamitra and his gene-
rals were foroed, by the exigenoy of the time, when the war
waa actually geing on, to hang the Indian Buddhists who were
guilty of seditious aets and to pull down the monasteries
whioh had become the centres of sedition. It was a just
punishment for high trenson and for joining hands with the
enemy, in order that Indian independence and empire might
be protected. It was no religious persecution. As  the
supreme nuthority in the imperia] ndministrative strocture of
India, it was Pushyamitra's doty—a religious and kingly
duty asccording national legal ecode—to chastize perfidy,
whether it was on the part of the Buddhists or on that of the
Vedic Hindus !

ASOEKA AND PUSHYAMITRA

208. In traditional historieal writings, mainly bazed on
Buddhist myths, Asoka has been extolled as tolerant of diff-
erent religious sects while Pushyamitra wholly conniving at
his efforts to eatablish religious freedom, is generally imputed
with intolerence and persecution of the Buddhists, This false
notion has to be corrected, If anybody is at all guilty of reli-
gious intolerenee, it was Asokse himself. For, not only with
verbal propaganda but with the abuse of his regal authority
be declared as illegal sll the fundamental religious rituals,
such as sacrifice and hunting by the Vedic Hindus whe formed
the majority of his sobjects. But Pushyamitra did not
issue any royal decres enforeing any performances of saerifices
in the Buddha Viharas or the worship of Vaishvadeva in every
Buddh household, even as & fitting retort to Asoka’s injun-
ctiona, The Buddhists were as absolutely free as all other
religions sects to perform their religious rites and enjoy
religious freedom, so long as they abstained from any anti-
national foreign contact. It is likely that inthe troubled times
of national war the chastisement of the disloyal Buddhists
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might have affected some of the innocent ones. Buot it was
not & rale—but an inevitable exception !

207. What Pushyamitra reslly did was to reinstate the
religious freedom which was annulled by Asoka. If anybody
iz to be called intolerent of religious differences, it should be
Asoks and not Pushyamitra !

208, In this context, the words of Vincent Smith who
shows no particular partislity for the Vedic Hindus and yet
writes judiciously are worth remembering.

200, However, Vineent S8Bmith, too, like other historians,
hae not realized that the main reason of the general animosity
that the Vedic Hindus felt towards the Buddhists, and the
persccutions that the letter suffered at their hands from $ime
fo time, oculminaging in the total ennibilation of Buddhizm
in Indig, is that the Buddhists often times betrayed the
canae of Indian independence and Indian empire. In apite of
the fact that Vincent Smith never realiged thiz main reason
of the downfall of Buddhizm, he has held the Buddhists
responsible for the religious persecution mentioned in various
Buddhist writings. An extract from his Eorly History of
India (1924) (P 213-14) will bear out the above remarks :

208-A. “The memorable Horse Sacrifice of Pushyamitra
marked the beginning of Brahmanical ({Vedic ?) reaction
which wis fully developed by centuriez later in the time of
of Bamudragupta and his suceessors. ..if credit may be given
to eemni-mythologionl stories of Buddhist writers, Pushya-
mitra was not content with the peaceful revival of Hindu
rites, but indulged in & savage persecution of Buoddhizm...it
will be rash to reject this tale as wholly baseless, although it
may be exaggerated...That swch outbursts after all should
have ocourred is not wonderful §f you consider the extreme
appressivenses of the Jain and Buddhist prohibivion when
ruthlessly enforced as thev certainly were by szome - Rojas and
probalilv by dsoka. The wonder rather iz thar the persecutions
were fo rare.  And that as a rule the various sects managed
to live together in harmony and in the enjoyment of fairly
impartial official favour.™
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210. Pushyamitra who, with hisarmed might, completely
exterminated the Greek intrusion which from the time of
Alexander had often cansed great harm to India, and who,
therefore, rightly deserves the title, ‘Yavan-destroyer.”
protected ably for 36 yeors not only the independence of
India which he himself had won, but brought about the many
gided developmment of his country and then died pescefully in
149 B.C.

211. In the sense in which Chandragopta's rout of the
Greek pockets of influence in India is said to be the first
glorious epoch of Hindu wietories over aggressors, this
TOTAL EXTINCTION OF THE GREEKS in India AT THE
HANDS of Yavan-destroyer PUSHYAMITRA becomes Docas=
sarily, THE SECOND GLORIOUS EPOCH of Tndian

History.
* * *
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Glorious Epoch

CHAPTER III

VIERAMADITYA, THE ANNIHILATER OF
SAKA-KUSHAN MENACE

212. After the total destruction of the Grecks, India
siw another foreign nggression which has to be reckoned
with in the Indian history rather conspicvously and which
was in some respects more ominous and extensive than those
of the armies of Alexander or other Greek generals. I mesn
the incursione of the Sakas and Koshans,

213. Although the Sakas and the HKushans in some
reapecta differed very widely and although they fought each
other very furicusly, from the Indian point of view they
had suech a striking similarity that they appeared almost
identical'. Hence their hordes, which dashed against
India, like tidal waves, one after ancther, were generally
called Sakaz by the common Indian people. At some places
in the Indian literature they are referred to as ‘Kusha®, For
thiz very reason, in this book too both of them are mentions=
ed as Sakas,

214. The Sakae lived in Central Asia beyond Bactria
{Balhik) in large wild gangs®. The region beyond them was
occupied by tribes, equally wild and ferocionet. Even
beyond this region right in China, there were still wilder,
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more ferocious, but braver nomadic tribes of the millions of
Huns{Hsiung Nu) which were always at war with one another®,
These Bakes, Kushans and the Huns entertained hbitter
enmity towards one another and were constantly at war.
215. About a hundred and fifty years before Christ,
tribel feods amongst these nomadic tribes dared up in such
terrible manner as were never heard of before. One of these
tribes, the Huns or Hsiung Nuos of Ching who were the most
pertinacious desperados of all, fell with all their ferocity and
might upon the neighbouring tribe of the Kushans, driving
them off completcly out of their homeland towards the
westd, 8o the Kuoshans in their turn fell in repeated violent
tidal waves upon their next neighbours, the Bukas, whe were
then happily ensconced to the north of Baetria (Balhik) ;
-and after exterminating the latter from their abode they
founded there their own lingdom, instead. The Bakas
faithfully forwarded that kick to the adjoining Bactrians
whom they attacked instantly. In Bactris (Balhik) were at
this time, small Greek states, mainteining their precoricus
wxistence since the time of Alexander. But against the
repeated attuoks of these wild tribes in which the women too,
on horse back, fought shoulder to shoulder with men, these
‘Bactrian Greeks were abaolutely unable to hold on any longer
and were, therefore, completely destroyed?, their land
being overrun and ocoupied entirely by the Sakes. But
-gven there, and within a short span of n hundred years or
g0, came in hot pursoit their inveterate enemies, the Kushans,
whose lives were spent, as those of the S8akas, more on com-
peigning on horses and in fully armed military camps than
in stabilized and prosperous cities, The Huns again attacked
the Balka-Kushans and custing them even from Bactriz and
-other countries, established their own rule there. These
exterminated Bala-Kushans, being blocked from behind and
from the sides, had to descend into the region of Baluchis-
tun®, and along the route through the Bolan Pass they dashed
avplanche-like on the Indian territories of Sindh, Kathiawad
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and Gujarat. They trampled under their horses’ hoofs adjoining
Indian territory rushing viclently, plundering and burning
towns and cities, sparing neither women nor children. History,
unfortunately, does not know for certain what Indian states
existed there at that time, or whether or net, they could
arrest this irrepressible aggression of these Mlanchohas.
Howaver it is not necessary to disonss the preblem here as it
does not full within the scope of this book which hag  been
outlined in Paragraph 7. It is enough to state here that
round about the beginning of the Christian era these Sakas
had occupied the Indian territory of Baluchistan, 8indh,
Kathiawad, Gujarat and some parts of Aparantak (Konken)
to the south, right uwpto Ujjayini®. And the whole of India
was extremely uneasy at the gruesome prospect of the
possible incursions of the Kushans and Huns who were to

follow the Sakas |

SOUTH INDIA WAS ABSOLUTELY FREE FROM
THE MLENCHCHA-AGGRESSION

216. Foreign aggressions , at least in the ancient period
of our history, being launched through the north-westermn
frontiers, it wea mostly our north Indian brethren who bad
to bear the whole brunt, opposing them as best as they could
and in the long arduous run destroyed them completely.
That ia why during this pericd ne foreign enemy could cross
the Vindbyas and penetrate into the SBouthern half of India.
Barring the one solitary, transient and half-bearted Arab
invagion®, Souwthern India continued to enjoy unhampered
eomplete liberty, sovereign imperial authority, and material
proeperity; for almost aince 500 B.C. no foreign aggressor was.
able to crose the Vindhyas and step into the South. Right
from Kalinga to the Pandyes, the Cheras, the Cholas and
other Bouth-Indian rulers of the time bad always keptin
rendiness strong naval forces, flects and flotillas to protect the
Western, Enstern and Bouthern seas against all foreign incur-
sions. Naturally, the Indian sea-fronta remained absolutely
inviolable throughout all this period. On the contrary the
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strong South-Indian naval powers had carried their invineible
aod conguering armadas to Burma, Sinm &nd other countries
right upto the Philippinea and established their over-sea
political, eultural and commercial empirett,

217. As the foreign aggressions through the north-west
frontier were socceasfully opposed there and then by our
north-Indian heroes, those various enemies could not even
reach the Narmada river. But the Bakaas having entered
Indin through the Bolan Pase in Baluchistan, in the soaatal
provinces of Sindh, Kathinwad and Gujarat, were compara-
tively exposed to their own attocks and this was the foreign
aggression on South India. But that too proved abortive.
Why 7

THE AWAKENING OF THE ANDHRAS

218. Fortunately, at this very time were rising to
prominence the two Btates of Kalings and Andhra who were
ataunoh followers of the Vedio religion and were nationalist
in their outlook. Like all other nationalist Indians the
Andhras were beside themselves with mortifieation and indig-
nabion &t the foreign Sake attack on the vast Indian region
from Sindh to Ujjain and at the sad and bumilinting foct
that thera should be no Indian power to resist it., Moreover,
ginoe aome of the Saka hordes had reached as far as Aparan-
tak (Konken) after having orossed the Narmeds river, the
snfety of the Andbra kingdom itself wes sericusly endangered.
For these warious reasons the rulers of Andhra marohed with
& mighty army against the Sakas with a view to annihilate
them completely, and for the first time they challenged
the Salkas' might driving them back beyond the Narmada
riverl®, Simultaneously with this impact of the Andhras,
the Bakas who had till then spread upto Ujjain in the
north, suffered another defeat at the hands of the Youdheyas
and Malnvast®, It has already been described (in parsgraphe
38 to 40 and 50 to 62) with what invincible valour these two
republics had offered sanguinary battles in the defence of
Indian liberty even at the time of Alexander’s invasion. So
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being sttacked by the Andhras from the Sowth and in the
porth by the Youdheya-Malavas, the wery sting of tha
apggressive fang of the Sakas waa completaly blunted and
devenomed. Their progresa stopped forever. They wers
pever gble to establish a unitery and powerful rule of all the
Saksa anywhere in Indis. Whatever atray kingdoms they
bad founded so far in Indis, were unable to face succesafully
the two-pronged drive of the Indian retalinstion.

THE VICTORIOUS MALAVAS

21%. The sbove-mentioned Youdhevas and the Malavas
atteelked the Sakss who hed spresd round about Ujjayini.
An alluaion has been found to have been made to the fuct that
the Malavas had invested the fort of ‘Uttambhadra® round
about the year 87 B.C. The then celebrated King of Bakas,
nemed Mahapan, had forced the Malsves to lift the siege.
But soon after the Malava forees emcircled Nahapan with
his whole army from all quarters. Naturally a decisive battle
wag joined, wherein the Melave republican army showed the
limit of ita wvalour, but not being content with the destruction
of the Baks forces which were considered to be second-rate
they killed in the war their very King Nahapan'$.

MALAYVA SAMVAT

220. Becsuse of this crushing defeat st the hands of
the Malavas, the Baks military might and morale was so
much shaken that they seemed to have taken a fright of their
livea to face pitched battles with the Indian armies. This
battle is conspiouous in another reapect too, in 88 much aa
the Melaves started a new era of their own in the year of this
victory t0 commemorate their signzl succeass over the Sakas
which had resounded throughout the lengéh and breadth of
Imdia. They ooumed this era as “Krt', but on the coins that
they atruck on this ocoasion are inscribed in the Brahmi
script legends such as ‘Malavajayah’, ‘Malavanam Jayah?®,
‘Malave Ganasyva’ and so onté.
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THIS IS THE SAME VIERAM SAMVAT OF OURS

221. In our eountry, good many emperora started new
cras in their own names. Tt was & traditional ambition, and
a kind of right of sueh vietoriouns kings and emperora to style
themselves oa ‘Shekelkartes’ (the starters of new eras). The
latest instancethatcan be gited is that of Shri Shivaji Maharaj.
He too eommenced his own era the ‘Shive-Saka’. Most of these
various erns ended withthe termination of these royal dynas-
ties. However, of the two or three cras, which have attained
& national character and which have been adopted by the
Hindu world, although region-wise, and by which not only
our mundene affeirs but our religious rites also are dated
for more or less two thousand years, the Malava-Samvat
should be remembered rather partioularly becanse this very
Malava-Samvat later on became our famous Vikram Samvat.

222, The celebrated historian, D, Jayeswal, inhis *Hindu
Polity’, has ably upheld the view that Melava-Samvat ia the
game ore a8 our Vikram Samvat. However, he maintains that
Malave-Bamvat wasa &lso called Vikram Simvat (era
eslebrating a victory) from the very beginning. But from the
historical incidents that we are going to cite here, it should be
clear that snother view of the matter is more acceptabla.
This second view claims that it was to celebrate the sll-India
character of the Gupta Emperor, Vikramaditya's vietory over
the Saka-Kushana which wiped out their separate existence
from the Indian soil, when the victorious king began to rule
from Ujjayaini. That Vikram Samvat became, as years
alapead, more and more widely Enown throughont the nation
and equally popular, so that throughout the whole of north
India millions of Hindus are even now observing it in their
raligiona rites and ceromonies.

ORIGIN OF VIKRAM SAMVAT AND SHALIVAHAN
SAKA.

aaq Tt must be made clear hers and now that there ie
yob oo agreement reached amongat the historiane about the
origin of this Vikram Samvat'®. There are very wide differ-
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ences of oninion about the chronology of werious important
events in our ancient history. So are they on this point too !
Even in respect of the birth of Gantam Buddha the dates
suggeated by different historians vary at times by fifty or even
a hundred years. The same can be said of Knnishka’s times.
Some maintein that he nscended the throne in 78 A, while
wthers put up the date of his accession to the throne as 120
A. D. Even about thia Vikram-Samvat a third opinion is
atill aponaored by some historiane that the Vikram HSamvat
had nothing to do with the era started by the Malava Repub-
lie; that it wous the one started in 58 B. C. by Azes I, one of
the Chief Kshotrops (Satrap) of the Sskas who bad by then
entered India, and the one which later on people renamed as
Vikram Samvat when the Gupte Emperor, Vikramaditys
oompletely nprooted the power of the S8ake-Knshana. There is
aleo the fourth one that in 58 B.C. & certain valiant emperor,
patmed Vikremsditya, who roled there at the time, womn
a pgreat victory over the Sakas and started this ern in his
OwWn name Lo commemorate that victory of his. It had again
nothing whatever to do with the Malava-era or that started
by Saka Satrap, Azes I. Buot as no rock inscription or any
other evidence is found which refers to the Vikramaditys who
ruled at that time or agaiv as no coins of the Vikram Bamvat
have yet been found this myth about the aforesaid era has
not 8o far attained the veracity of g historieal event,

224. If, however, any eoins or rock-inscriptions or other
evidence were to come forth any time and if anybody were to
propound o new theory sbout the origin of thie Vikram
Samvat, we shall be glad to accept it,

225. What is said about the Vikram Samvat can very
well be said about the Shalivabhan (Salivahan) Baka. The
advoeates of the first opinion about thie era eay that when
the first King of the Kusbans in Indis, Wims Eadphises
[Wemo (Ooemo) in hie Greek coin legends and Yenkao-ching
of the Chinese historiene—of Smith OHI P. 147] whom our
people considerad no other than a Saka, ascended the thromne
{of his fnther) in 78 A. Db, it was he who started this *Saka’



dRD GLORIDUS EPOCH L1113

era. But another class of historians hold that it was not
Wims Kadphises who ascended the throne in 78 A, I, but it
wis his auocesaor Kanishka who did that, and that it was
that Emperor Kanishks who started the Saks era in order to
perpetuate the memory of his accession to the throne, Later
on when the Salihavan emperors of Paithan conguered the
Bakns they turned the Saka erp into the Salivahan Saks to
algnalize their victory. Besides these two, there is a third
opinion held by some historians that the Salivahan Saks ie in
no way connected with that of Kanishka or any other Kushan
King. They maintain that round about the year 78 A.D,
Eing Hal, who wrote the Gatha Saptasati, himself won a
glorious victory over a Saka Satrap in Gujarath or Souraah-
tra and to perpetuste this monumental soceess over thess
Balas he started the Salivahan Salka.

226-229. BSince there is oo need to discusa this topic
here at any great length, it will be quite enough to mention
two or three importent points from whatever little is written
here about the Sake ern. They are (—

(&) Whatever opinion about the S8aka and Vikram eras
is accepted it I8 agreed bewond doubt that both the eras
signify the decisive victories the Indians won over the Saka-
Kushana.

(b} I our count of time Samval iz a more accepifahle
term than Saka—We have all along been using right from the
Vedic timea Samvatear and Samvat for the measurement of
time. The word ‘Faka’ has not been generally nsed in that
sense. L6 05 Quite clear, therefore, that the word must be a
eorruption of the name of foreign aggressors like the Sakas
and the Kushane. *Shalivahan (Salivahan) Saka' is not s pure
name of Sanakrit extraction as Vikram Samvat, So the name
‘Snlka’ of our Mlencheha enemies should be eliminated and
only Balivahan S8amvat’ should be vsed at the time of the
eelebration of our religions rites and the words ‘Shalivahan
Saka’ or merely “Sake’ ss wrongly used in our religious
ceremonies should be banned.

(g} That both the national eras, namely the Vikram
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Bamvat and the Balivahan Samvat, should be olosely
connected with the glorious memory of Indian viotories over
the Baka-Kushans is not merely & queer coincidence, it is
of great significance. Many eraa like those of the imperial
Guptas and others, although greatly honoured during those
particular pericds, are loat in the abyss of time. Only thess
two which recorded the Indian wictories over the BSaka-
Kushans have enjoyed immortality. This may give us a fair
iden a8 to how our Indian Vedic people had to suffer
grievously at the hands of the ungovernable hordes of the
Baks-Kushans. For, otherwise these Vikram and Salivahan
Bamvats which were started to perpetuate the memory of the
victories of the Salivaban and Gupta emperors owver the
diabolic atrocities of, and political subjection by, the Saka-
Eushans would never have attained so much importance
vig-a-via the extinetion of many other victorious oras, and
could never have been observed even after the lapse of twao
thouaand years as the chief national eras of the Hindus.

INDIANS MARTIAL & RELIGIOUS VICTORY OVER
THE SAKAS

230. Just as the Malavas firmly checked the aggression
of Sakas by killing their king, Nahapan (cf: Para 218), ina
similar way and at the same time did our Andhra warriors
march from the south towards the north and destroy the
Baki kingdoms in Gujarath, Sowrashtrs, and Siodh7.
Harpssed by the repeated offensives opened against them
by the valiant Salivahan Kings like Vilinayankur, Gautatni-
putra Satkarni, Vashishthiputra Pulamayi and others, the
Baks Kings upto Ujjain ultimately reconciled themzelves tao
the soversignty of the Salivahan Ewmperors'®, There exists
& rock inacription which tells us thet & Saks Satrap ‘Rudra’
even gave his davghter in marriage to » Salivaban King®
as the Greek King Selevcos had years before given his to
Emperor Chandragupta !

231, Tt must also be borne in mind that beesuse of
incessant fighting with the Indians on various battle-fields
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and the consequent destruction, during this centory or & helf,
of thoweands of their original number of soldiers that came
“to India, the Baka power suffered great numerical losses.
232. As the Sakn military might thus began to lose
strangth because of the Indian resistance, the highly deve-
loped Indian civilization began more and more to effectively
impress itself on the foreign Sakes. As a noturel result of
the constant warfare with the Indiang for over & hundred
years, the Bakes sesmed to have surrendered completely to
the Indian civilization. From the common man to their
royal families, the Sakas abandoned their own original Suka
names and adopted purely Indian onea like Satyasinh,
Budrasen and others®. It is strange to note, that moat of them
embraced the Vedic religion. In fact, ever sinee the Sakas
erosed the Hindukush and entered Baluchistan and Sindh
and asettled there permanently, they had come in constant
contact with the Buddhist population and the Buddhist
centres there, preaching and propageting the tensts of Lord
Buddke from the time of Azolka and Mensnder. Moreover
the Malpva-Youdheya republics, which fought with them
furiously at that time and defeated them and also the valiant
armiea of the Satvahenas too were Vedic Hindus, The Buddh-
igte had never resisted them with or without arma. Tnder
these ciroumstances, it would bave been but natursl, had
the Bakes hated the Vedio religion of their powerful enemies
and accepted the Buddhist cult of those who ungrudgingly
submitted to their political domination. But what happend
was exactly the opposite of this notural expectation. The
majority of the Salas, right from the commoner to the royel
prinee, got themeelves converted, most willingly, to the Vedie
religion®’, The raison d’etre perheps was that the Sakas
being originally of o warlike disposition, whose blood alwaye
rushed wviclently through their veins at the thought of n
battle, looked with awe and respect the valiant Vedic war-
riors who fought and defeated them, enemies though they
were, nnd the Vedio religion which inspired such fghting
gpirit amonget its votaries must have exerted o great
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fascination for them.

233. The Bakas came to love the Banskrit language too.
The kings of two or three fewdal Saks principalities that
were left in their bands patronized SBanskrit studics. One of
the Saka kings made Sanskrit the official language for all
correspondence of his court and administrative depart-
ments®®, Their correspondence with the other Indian Statea,
big or emull, was glso carried on in Ssnskrit. Their social
customs and manners, too underwent rapid changes and they
got themaelvea attuncd to Indian Soecial Jifed,

THE KUSHAN INVASIONS

234, While the Indians were thus gaining victories over
the Belias in military, aa well as cultural, felds and wers
uprooting their aggression, the locust-like hordes of the
Eushans dashed aguinst the northern frontier of India towarda
the Hindukush. These Kushans were ousted from their
homeland by the Huns glong with their women snd children.
As such fghting troops of millions of Kushan men and
wotnen violently entered Southern Asia shedding blood, plun-
dering and burning towne and cities and spreading destruc-
tion everywhers. Throughout the whole Asintie region, right
from the Chinese frontier beyond the Hindukush to that of
Greeee in the west they literally played havoe. Some of
their troops in hot pursuit of their old enemies, the Sakas,
overran the Buctriean Kinpdom, and, crossing the Hindukush
entered the Indian north-western provinces of Gandher, and
extirpeting the smaller Baks principalities that still were
thers ot the time, they pushed themselves ahead into the
Punjab. They founded there & kingdom of their own. The
name of their Grst king in India was Wima Eadphises®,

235, The might of the northern Youdheyas, Maloves and
other republics and that of the Balivahans in the Bouoth being
put to ite last extremity of endurance in sunccesafully resisting
and ultimately putting down the Baks aggression for more or
Iess & hundred yesra, thev could not immedistely and sue-
pesafuly stem the overwhelming onlaught of the Kushans,
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who were crueller and more blood-thirsty than even the
Hakeas, till they came to ocoupy the Punjab. However, even
in those misereble deys the Indien resistence to Kushan
aggression gradually became so hot and determined that the
Kusghan hordes could not make any beadway in the Indian
territories thia side of the Punjab.

EMPEROR EANISHEA

236. After the death of Wima Kadphises, Kunishks
ascended the Kushan-throne in 78 A, D {in the “opinion of
spme historians in 120 A. ID.%.) [ His achievements were un=
rivalled, hiz ambition was boundless. It is nesdless to give
any detailed aceount in these pages. Some events, howewver,
have to be recounted here so far as they fall within the scope
of this boole,. Esanishka subdued sll the nomedic, plundering
and moarsuding bands of the Saks-Kushans on boch sides
of the Himalayas (Hindukush 7) sa aleo all the smaller or
bigger centres of political power and forged them all into
an extensive empire*®. He proclaimed himself pa the
Emperor of the Kushans snd founded his capital at Purush-
pur [(Peshawar of today). Thereupon he marched on the Sakas
who had established their power from Malavae to Bindh and
who, being defeated by the Andhrus, had ackmowledged their
paramountey®. But the same Indian Statea which had been
incosmpntly Behting the Sakas for over s century and had
bean by now thoroughly exhzusted in their astempt to put
down thess pggreasors, had to face this new calamity of the
Kushan onzlaughts and as sueh they found it extremely
difficult to do so. Being defeated in one or two battles, the
Satavehanss themeelves had to withdraw their forces from
the north of the Narmeda river to the south in order to build
up & strong defence for their own territory against Kanishka's
conguests. By that time Kanishksa had conguerred all the
Saka states of Malava, Gujarath, Sournshtra ond Sindh®,
Maturally, the Sakss in these regions rencunced their als
legiance to the Andhras and paid the obeissance to their new
lord, Emperor Kanishkes?. Over and above, Kanishka's
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army oroased the Narmada in order to march upon the
Andhras themselves and subdued & corner of Aparantak
(north Konkan). But mindful of the concentrated armed
might of the Andhras, Kanishka dared not attack them. So
he withheld his southern conguesta forthwith. Thereafter he
marched with a huge army 4o oppose the Chinese general who
hiad invaded his north-Himsalayan territories.  After a series
of battles, he vanguished even the Chinese general and
annexed the Chinese proviness of Kashgar (Tashkand),
Chaskand, and Khotan to his empire.

THE TEST OF A NATION'S PROWESS AND ITS
RIGHT TO LIVE

237. The propriety of recounting this whole incident
here is to sahow clearly that this sudden eruption of the
Saka-Kushana throughout Asia did not convulse India alone;
it discomfited even the then strongly built and well-organised
empire like China too for a time on the battlefeld®, But just
ag it is tom-foolery, born ouwt of jealovsy, to say that the
Chinese nation had been weak throughowt all these years and
waa never better fitked for anything else than to be rofting
in slavery simply because they suffered temporary defeats
against the Solka-Kushane or at some such other times, it is
equally foolish and jeslously blind to siy, as some of our
anemics do, that the Indisn netional life wos s series of
defeats. It only shows that they cannot read history
properly.

238. It is not the number of foreign aggressions over
& nation thet is the lost criterion of deciding ite witality or
virulity or the absence of both, but the query, whether that
netion was destroved as a result of those aggressions or
whether in the final phase of that national struggle that
nation was able to overcome those forelgn aggreasions, that
determines a nation's prowess, ita vitality and ita right to
live.

239, Let ue see which of the three, the Bakas, the
Kushans or the Indians, passed this test succeasfully, and
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who puesed out of existence.

EANISHEA EMBRACES BUDDHISM 7

240. Although busy with his campaigns right upto
Ching and the conseqguent wars, Raniaskka's mind was always
prececnpied with religions and cultural things. He in the
meanwhile, proclaimed his conversion to Buddhism®, In
congonance with this new creed of his he built several stupas
and vihare at various places, in his empire. At that time
glso, ns it was during the Asckan regime, Buddbism wis
burdened with innomerable fade and fancifol theoriea. The
different Boddhistic sects were st enmity with one another,
fBo in order to do awsy with all these differences snd to
bring about a general agreement, be, like Ascka, convened
& great council of all the Buddhist secte®™. But instead of &
genernl pgreement there appeared s new sect enlled the
Mahayan which virtuslly changed the nature of the Buddhist
cult®®. Bince the all-embracing precepte and practices, which
wore pgrecable to Eanishks ot which bad no base in the
originel form of Buddhism, were incorporated in this new
Mohayan sect, some others refrained from joining it and
eventunlly founded a new sect which came to be called
Heenayan. Kanishka helped spread the Mahayan sect
extenaively in his trans-Himalayan demense, This great
council recognised Sanskrit as the languege of their religion.
Hence Buddbistic seriptures, which were formerly written
in Pali and Prakrit only, were translated into Sanskrit, Many
new books, such as the Buddha-cherit, and others on varied
gubjects were composed by learned zcholars who enjoyed the
patronage of Kanishka®™, MNaturally, not only in India but
even amongst the Sala-Kushan population in the Asian
empire of Eanishks the old as well the new Sanskrit literature
and civilization began to sprend briskly®®. Thus did th's
new Kushan world, which bad come as & congueror willingly
became subservient to this Indian civilization and colture,
a& did the Saka-world before it, in reapact of Indian religion,
Indian language, Indien thought and Indian customs.
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241. Binee Buddhism iteelf was an Indien religion;
India could boast of & religious victory when Emperor
Eanishka embraced it. Although this wae all well done, it
must be borne in mind thet Buddhism that was embraced by
Kanishka was not the unadultersted original one of Lord
Buddha nor that of Asoks. It was the Kenishkan edition
of Buddhiem. For example, slthough the Emperor had
surrendercd hia loyalty to Buddhism, he still worshipped the
Vedic deitics like Fuodra. Kanishka's Buddhistic faith had
nothing to do whatever with the non-viclence (sfggr) of Asoks
which declared *Abstain from violence to animala’ or ‘Not the
vistory of the battle-field, but the religions victory is the
only true vietory'®., While on the one hand he was sepreading
the Maheyan sect, this avowed Buddhist wsas, on the other
hand, sttacking his encmies with hoge armies®. In order
that he might be celled the Emperor of China he pussed ten
years of his life in bivouacs with armed scldiers all round
him. Imthe end tired of hia lust for incessant watfare hia
army revolted and killed him. Death alone could put & stop
to his insatiate lust for war®s.

242, One more thing to be pondered over : How counld
Eanishka spread Buddhism in the Chinese territory beyond
the Himalayas 7 It was posaible because he had  first
conguered those provinces with his weapons of war, BSpread
of the Buddhiatic eult there followed hie martial glories on
the battle-fields ! That is why it epread there ro rapidly.
He sent hundreds of missionaries there, built various vihers,
fed and fostered thousands of Bhikkos | All this was
possible for him because he had under his command & very
powerful empire; ie., he had a mighty armed strength.
Waen't it 7 .

243. In fine it will have to be gsaid that the statements
like, ‘Armed vioctory ia superior to religious victory’ or vice
voren are untenable.

Z44. Withoot armed support, religious victory is tame
and inaipid, whereas martial glory without a strong religioua
footing becomes groealy diabalic ! This alone is troe.
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HEREDITARY DISLOYALTY OF THE
BUDDHISTS (Continued)

245. A Buddhist or a Vedic Hinduo, Kanishks was after
&ll & foreigner belonging to the Kushan aggressive tribe, and
had founded an empire on the nortb-western frontier of India
by force. His empire was in fact an aggression on India.
Hiz was not at all ap indigenous Indian empire. So the
patriotic Vedic population of India fought furiously with
Kanishks as it did with the Bakes, in order to overthrow his
empire and to liberate all those Indian provinces which had
the misfortune to grovel under his political domination. Buot
what wers the Indian Buddhiste doing at that time 7 They
tendered their submission to the Mlenchcha enemy, the
Kushan emperor, as soon &8 he courted the Buddhistic cult
and began to perpetrate acts of treachery against the Indian
nation and the brave patriotic Vedic people, who were
fighting for her liberty | Az has already been deseribed (in
paragraphs 34 to 209) the Indian Buddhizts had, formerly in
the time of Emperor Pushyamitra, who fought for national
liberty, sold their loyaléy to the Greeks led by Menander and
others and committed treason against their native land. In
the very same manner, they did not heaitate this time to act
treacherously towards their mother-land when' the foreign
Kushan sgpression was at her throat.

246. Had the Indien Boddhists put down the Sakas
and Tounded a kingdomn of their own, the Buddhist King
would certainly have had the rightful olaim to the credit of
liberating India like any other Vedic King; and like the
Vedic King Salivahan or Emperor Pushyamitra we would
bave glidly felicitated them. But bow could the Buddhists
ever show this staunch national spirit ! Even when Vedic
patriotic - republica and states like the Youdbeyaz and
Satavahanas were engaged in a life and death struggle with
the Bala-Kushans for a bundred and tweutyfive years or
mote, these Indian Buddhists did not trouble themselves in
the Jeast for the cause of national liberty. But a8 soon
as  the strongest of these national enemies, Kanishka,
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proclaimed his conversion, albeit half-heartedly, to Buddhiam,
the whole of the Buddhist population sobmitted their mos
affectionate loyalty at the feet of that national foe, They
extolled him like a God to the akiea | They prayed fervontly
in their vihars for the everlasting existence to that Saka-
Kushan Mlencheha Stoate®™, What wonder if the inevitable
consequence followed | As & result of the extreme hatred
which the Vedie Hindus felt towards the Buddhists for their
high treason, Buddhism continued to decline, as it had begun
to do right from the time of Pushyamitra, in spite of the
royal support of Emperor Kanishka.

KANISHEA'S GRANDSON EMBRACES VEDIC
RELIGION

247. Moreover, when Kanishkas was killed, as has already
been told, by his rebellious soldiers while he was fighting
in Ching, the Indian Buoddhists were in & miserable plight,
as they found themselves utterly lost both ways. For, the
successor of Kanishka, hia aon Emperor Havishka, remained
comparatively cold in hia aympathy towards the Buddhista®,
And after Havishla, EKenishks's grandson, who became the
ruler of the Baka-Kushans, sctuslly abandoned Buddhism
and embraced the Vedic cult with a publio ceremony | He
even changed his original name and took for himsell the
purely Banskrit appellation, S8amrat Vasvdeo** and struck
eoing with the images of Siva and Nandi imprinted on
themi® |

AFTER KANISHEA'S DEATH

248. As soon as Emperor Kanishks died his Indian
empire foll to pieces. Hie rule in Indiz was not far extended
even in north India. Tt was never very strong. It had
coverad only o small north-western atrip of Indin which
comprised the Punjab, Malava, Sourashira and Gujrath and
a small ribbonlike piece of land from the north-Konkan,
which hed formerly been in the hends of the Sakes. Now
after the denth of Knnishka, the two or three Saka kingdoms
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which formed part of this Kushan empire threw awav the
Kushun sovereignty and onece again became independent.
During the contury-old Baka-Kushan aggressive wars, the
Eatevahenas had maintzined the independence of their
entire Southern India unimpaired; and now the north-Indian
states nlag, who had so far sccepted the nominal overlordahip
-of Kanishka, renouneed it and regained their independence®®,
In thie very confusion the principality of Pataliputra in the
eastern part of India also became independent.

ONCE AGAIN ROSE THE SUNKEN SUN OF
PATALIPUTRA

249, Pataliputra has been called 2 small principelity
in the previous line. Our readers might feal that it is.a slip
of our pen. But it ie not so. For during the deluge of the
faka-JKushan aggressions at the beginning of the Christian
-wra the throne of Petaliputra, which was adorned by the
-celebrated Emperors like Chandragupta, Asoks, Pushyamitra
and others and from which were guided for centuries together
the destiniea of the all-India empire from the Himzalayae to
the southern seas, was lost all of a sudden, just as the setting
gun venishes while we are still looking on end know not when
it has set. Dhuring the century-and-a-half of incessant Indian
war with the Baka-Kushang that followed, the separate
-axiztence of Pataliputre or Mapgadha was never felt. Some
non-entity of & king from somewhere ruled snd lived within
the four walls of Pateliputra.

250. But abont the year 3M) AT wos eatablished on
‘this very principality of Pataliputre the rule of Lichchavi
Republic, which was known in Magadha from the times of
Lord Boddhad,

35]. The davsghter of the chief of this Lichchavwi
Republic, Kumardevi, was wooed and married by a promising
youth, son of a feudal chief, named Chandragupta in 308 ATHE,
With the strong suppert of the sume Lichchavi Republic, he
eatablished his sway over the surrounding territory and in
F20 A, v, he founded an independent kingdom in Patali-
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putrat®, Tet not this Chandragupta be confused with the
famous Emperor Chendragupta Mauryas, because of their
pimilar names, Emperor Chandragupta belonged to the
Maurya dynasty, while this promising Chandragupta was
born in the Gupta family. His schievements, however, wers
as brilliant as would have befitted the glorious dynasty of
Emperor Chandragupta Maurya. During his short reign of
ten or eleven years he extended his small kingdom of
Pataliputra wide enough to include Magadha, Prayag and
Ayodhya so that the epithet of Muharaj ahould be applied
to him deservedly®’. Entrosting his kingdom into the able
hends of his son, Samudragupta, whe was ambitious of
upreocting the Mlencheha power of the Salta-Kushans in the
north-weatern part of Indis, and of establishing an extensive
Indian empire, Chandragupts died in the year 330 A.D.,
This Gupta dynasty was a staunch adherent of the Vedie
religion Shree Vishnu being their chief God of worahip®®.

EMPEROR SAMUDRAGUPTA

262, As soon aa he came to the throne, Samudragupts
planned to conguer the severs! independent Indian States
in the north as well o in the south and establish & strong
Indisn empire like the Mauryan Empire of Chandragupta
and Chanskya and then to sweep over the still lingering
Mlenchehs power of the Spka-Kushans in the north-western
part of Indin with all the might of hie em:pire. Accordingly Lie
conquersd Kamrop, Bamatat, Nepal sand =il the region from
north-eastern frontier provinees to the Vindhyas®, Thercafter
crosging the Vindhyae, he entered South India with &
powerful army. He conguered twelve prominent kingdoms in
Bouth India. Many of the defeated kinge, after having
been brought captives and after having accepted his over-
lordship, were granted their kingdoms and were allowed to-
go free.  About thess glorious cempseigne of his in the north
and south of Indin many western historinns have spoken
with eloguent praize, giving hkim the best of their corcent
phrases, '“The Indian Napoleon™®. Aftar such an oxtensive
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military expedition, Samudragupte returned to Pataliputra.
Then in order to proclaim to the world his acguisition of
this new Indian empire according to the Vedic religious rites
he celebrated the Horse sacrifice®®, on a grand seale and wae
rightfully annointed & Samrat {an emperor). Thereafter he
began his extensive preparations for his dash against the
Baka-Kushans.

THE FINAL SURRENDER BY THE KUSHANS.

253, At the fearful reporte of this impending attack of
Emperor Samudragopta whatever small kingdoms of the
Kushans like Gandhar and others were, atill leading &
precaricus existence in the north-western regiona of Indiay
voluntarily sued for peace and asccepted the Gupta para-
mountey®, Our Indian ancestors st that time called these
Hushans ‘Kush’ olso. As a token of their surrender those
Kushans sent rich offerings slong with their personal envoys
to Bamudragupte. Thus after an incessant warfare for a
century-and-a-hall or two the Indian sword ultimately oot
asunder the very root of the Kushan power in India. The
Kushan problem was finally diaposed of here and now !

254. But the Saka kings from Malava to Sindh who, as
has becn told in paragraphs 238 and 248, had thrown off the
voke of Andhra domination when the latter were engaged in
& life and death struggle with Kanishka and later on, after
the death of Kanishka, declared themselves free, did not on
their own initiative talk of any submiesion.

SAMRAT SAMUDRAGUPTA'S DEATH AND AFTER.

255, While he was just preparing to march upon the
Mlencheha power of these Bakas, this powerful Emperor
Bamudragnpta bresthed his lest in 375 A D™, He had
expressed his wish that after him his younger but valiant and
virile son, Chandragapta II, should be crowned emperor, But
discarding this dying wish of his, the elder son, Ramgupta,
ascended the throne on the strength of his seniority in
agets, Buot he wes so weak that almoat all efficient officiala



108 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAM HISTORY

in his military and civil service and his ministers too began
to hate him secretly. Just at this juneture a strange thing
happened which galvanized the popular feeling against
Ramgupts’s feebleness. Although some historians consider
thia as a hearsay snecdote, still ancient writers, like
Vishakhadatta and Banabbatta have credited it with truth
and a reference to it is to be found in the copperplate grant
of HKing Amoghvarsha®™. Again as in the comparatively
recent  times the Hajput warriors bhad faced a similar
situation against Alla-ud-din in respect of Padmini, the
opinion of sotoe other historians that this anecdote about
Ramgupta must be substantially true is the more acceptable.
The ingident in gquestion may be summarised in the [ollowing
mMANTNEr :—

266, Emperor Samudragupta having died and a weakling
Bamgupta heving ascended the throne after him, the
Bake kings beesme fearless and began to behave insolently
with the Magadhan empire which wag on inimiesl terms with
them, An impertinent and mean-minded Mlencheha king of
theas Bakae commanded Ramgupta in order to homiliate him
that he should send his young and beauntiful wife, Grhdevi,
to him or eles be prepared for war®. This insolent and
wicked message convuolsed the whole politics] atmosphere of
the Magadhon empire with sbame and indignation. But
Emperor Bamgupta had become so utterly imbecile and
shameless as to start preparations to aend his queen, Grhdevi,
to that Saka Satrap with the asole intention of avoiding &
conflict®®. This infuriated hia younger brother, Chandragupta.
Flouting Ramgupta’s orders, he took Grhdevi under his
proteetion™. Then resorting to guile, Chandragupta scent
word to the S8aka king that according to his commands Queen
Grh:levi was being sent to him, but that because of natural
womanly bashfulness and modesty she would like to go in &
vurtained palanguin. She was also to be soccompanied by
a retinue of her maids in aimilar litters. The Saks king wos
mad with joy to hear this message, and he replied that the
queen might be sent that way. Chandragopta, however,
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himaalf donned the female attire and sat in the Quesn's
palanguin, while in the accompanying ones, tog, sat the
chosen werriors in feminine garb. As the train (procession) of
those covered pelanguing drew nesr the capitel of that Soke
King, the latter, beside himself with joy, came forward to.
the quesn’s palanquin to receive her in person; whereupon out
came Chandragupes, inthe guise of & woman, andpouncing
on the unsuspecting Saks King slew him instantly with his
sword®®. From other litters too, issued forth the warriors
with drawn swords and before the shoeking news of the
slaughter of the S3aks King could apread about they vanished
along with Chandragupte quite out of the enemy’s reach.
257. The whole capital and the nation itsel was
resounding with the praise for Chandragupta when the glad
news sproewd that Prince Chandragupta had returned o
Pataliputra after accomplishing this unprecedented daring
feat and punishing with his own hands the Baks King, who
had insulted the nation, with instant desth. There was a
great agitation to dethrone the cowardly Ramgupta who had
agcended the throne of Magadha setting aside the last wish
of the decessed emperor, Bamudragupts, asnd to crown
Chandragupte in his place. In that commotion Fomguphe
was killed. Immedistely Chandragupta was corowned
emperor and he married the same Grhadevi whom he had
with his exceptional velour saved from humilistion at the
hands of the cnemy®, Later on with a well-equipped huge
army Samrat Chandragupta marched npon the Sala Satraps.

SAKA SATRAP RUDRASINGH EILLED ; THE LAST
PHASE OF THE WAR WITH THE SAKAS

268. YWhen the war catmne to closed grips on the Gujarath-
Maluva frontier of the Baka dominions the Sake kings offered
tough resistance at every place and &t every place the
Indinn warriors crushed the enemy®™ ! In the last battle the
remaining Sela Setrap, Budrasingh, the son of Satva=ingh,
himzelf was killed by Chandragupta®™.
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THUS ENDED THE SAKA RULE

259. Having thus vanguished the Sakss completely,
Chandragupts liberated the proviness of Sindh, Kaccha,
Sourashtra, Gujarath, Malava and others under their
domination and incorporated them into his Indian empire®.
After auoh 8 total destruction of the Bakas, when Emperor
Chandragupta entersd the ancient and rencwned city of
TVjjawini, which till a little while ago was the capital of the
Sanka kingdom, the people there celebrated his entry as a
grand national festival, Samrat Chandragopta assumed the
title of Vikramaditva®. In order to immortalize his glorious
and erushing victory over the Snkas, he renamed the ao far
universally current Malavy Samvnt iteelf as Vikram Samvat
after hie own name (cf. paragraph 222}, He made Ujjayini
the capital of the western part of his Indin-wide empire®,
and there he lived like 2 crowned King.

2a0. How far can one describe the satisfaetion and pride
that the people all over Bharat falt at this decisive victory
won by Vikramadityas over the Mlenchchas 7 The whole of
Indis became free from the forcign domination and became
‘Ekrat’, united under one King| How profound must have
been the jov and pride of Vikramaditye himself when he saw
thet the strenoous efforts and successes and failures of o
bundred and fifty yeara or so of the Youdheyas, Malavas
¥ilivayankur {Vilinayankor 7] BSatavaban and other great
warriors for the deatruction of the Baka power and of the
valorous achievements of his grand-father and the notional
pepirations of Vedic Hindus had, at last borne such glorious
fruit !

261. Of this the English historian like Vincent Smith
gays though rather grudgingly, “We may feel assured that
differencea of race, creed and manner aupplied the Gupta
monarch with special reasons for desiring to suppress the
impure foreign (sH=g) rulers of Weatern Indiz. Chandragupta
Yikramaditya although tolerant of Buoddhism and Jainism
wad himself an orthodox Hinduw, especially devoted to the
wult of Viahnu and as auch eould not but have experienced
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peeuliar satisfaction in “*violently uprooting the foreign
chieftains".

THE SAKAS TOO VANISHED

262, In parsgraph 230, it has already been described
how the Bakos adopted the Vedic faith, Ssnskrit language
and Indian customs snd manners. Now that Vikramaditya
had utterly destroyed their political power with his ‘mailed
fist' they hereafter lost their separate existence as Sakas as
distinet from the Indians. Only within two or three
generations there was hardly eny Baka to be seen in India, as
it previously happened in the case of the Kushans.

28%. In the historical past, there lived and ruled good
many Emperors in  India, but there was hardly any as
gurprigingly popular as this Emperor Vikramadityas who
exterminated the Saka-Kushane so thoroughly that not a
trece of eny of them is found today. Even s foreigner, the
Chinese traveller, Fa-hien {or Fa-hsien), who visited India in
his reign, hes paid & glowing tribote to the prosperity,
happiness, wealth and contentment that had reached its
height, throughout the whole of the Indian empire under the
Guptas®”. Even today in the innumerable Indian villages
the name of King Vikramaditya and his high sense, and
administration of, justice iz lovingly sung in folk-tales wnd
ballad. After having defended the powerful unitary Indian
empire and developed it in every respeet for more or leas
thirty-five yenrs Samrat Vikramaditya died in 414 A DS,

264. The epoch which began with the roysl seal of
Bamrat Vikramaditya, the proud Vietor of Sake-Kushans,
is THE THIRD GLORIOUS EPOCH of Indian History.

x * *
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@ Glorious Epoch

CHAPTER IV

YASHODHARMA THE CONQUEROR OF THE HUNS

THE HUNNISH ONSLAUGHT OVER THE WHOLE
WORLD

285. A reference hes already been made earlier in this
book to the Huns who routed all the Saka and Kushan tribes
from their original homes and themselves occupied the vast
tracts of lands., These very Huna, fiercer and far more
eruel than their predecessors, now menaced not only the
whole of Asia but also the whole of Europe. Every one of
the then wall-estublished, civilized, and strongly built nations
and kingdoms of the world, right from Chins to Bome was
rocked to ita bottom at the very thought of this impending
doom, There wes no limit to their number nor were their
raide limited to this region or that.

266. When their armies marched out, thousandz of their
men and women oarried fire and sword to every city and
every village that they entered and to every homan being,
young or old, child or woman, whom they came across. Not
only by day but even at the very dead of night did they
oarry on thess nefarious activities, shouting wildly like
beaste and engulfing the enemy lands like wild fire. At the
end of every bloody battle, they celebrated their victory
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then and there, dancing wildly and drinking strong liquors
in cups made of the very skulls of the slaughtered enemy
goldiers and their women or children!.

267. Being very close to the original Honnish territory,
almoat o]l the provinees of the wast Chiness empire were
rendered desolate becanss of their terrible raide®. The great
Chinay Wall of today is & glaring testimony to prove the
incapacity of the Chiness Emperor to ward off these Hunnish
locusts, The one grest wonder of the world —this China
Wall—is indeed the greatest monument to Hunnish Terror? |

268. Ome of the leaders of thess Huns, Attila, organized
these horsemen who pillaged Central Asis and made straight
for Europes. His various maraunding srmies dashed like an
avilunche into Europesn Bussis through whichever inlet they
eould find and wrought havoe everywhere. Universities and
art centres, houses and churches, the poor men's huts and
rich palaces, towns ashd citiss—whatever they could lay their
hands on, these Huns went on reducing them to ashes®.
Whoover came in their way was ruthleasly cut to pieces.
After trampling down Bussia they rushed into Poland, thence
attacking the Goths in Germany and France?, Army after
army of the ence invineible Boman Empire was put to rout.
These Huns loved not victory so much as they did ruin and
destruction for its own sake. Consequently, the whole of
Europe was not only defeated in war but wae virtually
bathed in blood and laid utferly waste. For a harrowing
desoription of this devestation of Europe at the hands of
these barbaric Huns, one should read Gibbons® Decline and
Fall af the Roman Empire.’ Even today most of the Enropean
languages uae "Hun™® as the fouleat of abuses, indicsting
thereby the horror with which they looked upon these devilish
Huns.

268. In the very same menner did another avalanche
of theas Hunnish horsea, which hoversd for some time round
about the Himalayas destroying whatever remained of the
Saka-Kushan strongholds, dashed against regions like the
Gandhar snd others to the north-west of Indis®. With the
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very aame energy¥ and devilish ambition with which they
devaatated the empires of China, Runasia, and Rome, did theas
Huns march impatiently to trample down India from end fo
end under their horses’ hoofs, and began to foree their way
to the Tndus,

BUT

270. But fortunately India was no longer being
ruled by any coward like Dbananend who brought disgrace
to the land at the time of the Gresk invasion of the Punjab.
It was now under the sovereignty of Kumargupta* the
illustrious gon of Emperor Vikramaditya, the avenger of
the Sake-Kushan domination. Indiz at that time enjoyed the
century-old Golden Age of the Gupta era. The Mauryan
Golden Age saw, towards its close, the Indian militery
strength disorganized and powerleas, becanse of the foolhardy
Asolkan policy of total non-violence (Ahimas). But the Vedic
India of this time under the leadership of Kumargupta did
not allow the imperial army to degenerate in the laast. Being
always aware of the svelanche-like Huonnish onalaught,
which was expected sooner or later, Emperor Kumargupta
lept & very strong war-like and well-organized army2® ever
prapared to defend its frontiers.

THE FIRST HUNNMNISH ONRUSH PARALYSED

271. The moment he learnt of the Hunnish sggression
on Gandbor, Kumargupta sent his valisnt son, Bkundgopts
at the bead of his four-fold (wg#én) army to uproot the
Hunnish menacell. With their special technigue based on
their unlimited number, which had 0 far been unmatched for
its efficacy, these Hunnish invaders began to make short work
of the Indian frontier guards. No sooner did the Indian
soldiers destroy one Hunnish srmy at s place, than would
they emerge up from all other quarters, like anta pouring
forth from their gnthills. Even if these were completely wiped
out, there would appear fresh ones creating confusion all over

the land. The armies of Skundgupta fought battle after
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battle with the irresistible Huns, destroyving them stesdily
but surely for years together'®. The result was that even the
innumerable forces of these Huns gradually loat their strength
and energy and dared croas the frontiers of the Gupta Empire
no more, why, ther could not even defend the places they
bold so far against the aggressive and feree impact of the
Guptas. The remaining troopa of the Huna, therofore, fed
clean out of the Indian frontiers through the very passes they
bad come in. This crushing defeat kept the Huna away from
India for the next forty years or 5ot

THE BRAVE SEUNDGUPTA

272, After having fought continuously for years on end
and having defested the most powerful enemy who had als
ready brouvght to their knees the greatest empires of the world,
Bkundgupta proudly returned to his father at Pataliputrs,
where the victorions Prince was greeted with unprecedented
enthusizem, pomp wnd glory®. Old Emperor Komargupta’s
joy can easily be imagined. It knew no bounds. In order
to celebrate this singular swccess Kumargupte perfortmed

the Horae-aacrifice (wrgsm) according to the age-old Indian
traditiont®,

DEATH OF KUMARGUPTA

273. Bhortly after thia, the old emperor Kumargupta
died, baving satiafaotorily fulfillad his life-mission. He was
succepded by his eminent son, Skondgupte, many of whose
memorable deeds showing hie rare ahbilities cannot be
recounted bere for want of space and also becanse they do
not directly bear upon the present theme.

274. While Bkundgupta was thua ruling in India another
Hunnizh adventurer, Khikhil by name, organized their scat-
tered forces in Asia, as Attila before him had done in Eorops,
and founded another kingdom amd styled himself a king.
Towards the end of Emperor Skundgupta’s career cthis new
Hunnish adventurer marched towards India at the head of &
powerful army with a view to avenging the ignoble defeat the
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Huns had earlier auffered hersid,

SECOND HUNNISH INVASION OF INDIA

275. DIhring the very first encounters the Huns over-
threw the imperial frontier guards and drove them back at
ong of two ploces. No sooner did be hear of this fresh Hunnish
aggression than Skundgupta, in spite of his old age, left his
capital and marched =a far as the Panchnad (the modern
Punjab). While he waa thus precccupied in his military camp
organising the overthrown imperial frontier forces fora coun=
ter-attack upon the coemy, he learnt that his step brother,
FPurgupta, woas busy treacherously planning to usurp hia
throne', Neverthcless, the patriot Bkundgupta, disregarding
his personal intersata, kept on fighting the alien invadera in-
atead of apecdily returning to the capital to settle his domeatic
trouble as some others in his place might have most probably
done. Had he done so, and left the imperial army fighting
without his guidance, the Indian soldiers would have, in all
probability, lost courpge and the invaders would have swept
over the whole of the Punjab and at least the half of north
India. As he was convineed of this impending calamity, he
rather preferred fighting against the barbaric Huns to
returping home !

276. And even as he was fighting in the defence of his
mother-land did this aged warrior-king die  about AId. 471
in his military comp, like & troe King that he wasld |

“AN EMPEROR MUST DIE STANDING"

277. An interssting ancedote is told about a well-known
Foman Emperor who ruled in thoss ‘palmy deys of Bome,
that while he was lying on his desth-bed in his royal palace,
he once suddenly got wp, sword im hand, and seid to the
frightened attendants, who suspected it to be a delirious ft,
that o king muat not die in his bed. “A Roman Emperor,
he said, “must die standing 1.

278. In s like manner did this great Indian Emperor,
Skundgopta, die in o small military camp fighting relent-
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lessly, in spite of hie failing years, the very enemy on whom
be had inflicked severe defeats in his earlier career. Renoun-
eing all royal comforts and pleasures he spent almost fifteen
to twenty vears of his life suffering all the discomforts and
hardships of a camp-life for the sole purpose of defending his
empire and preserving the independence of his motherland,
And when he did die, he did so fighting the arch-enemy of hia
nation, far away in a bivouse in the farthest provinee of the
Punjab—not in hia royal palace in the capital | If ever there
was gn ideal emperor, it was he |

278, 1f the Hune were hemmed in one small eorner of the
Indus and if India wae saved all the indignities, massacres
and wanton destruction at their hands to which Europe had
bean subjected almost contemporanecusly, all the credit
must go to the armed strength of Skundgupta, Although he
died bafore the Huns were oompletely annihilated, his
exemplary valour brought forth another generstion of
warriors, much stronger than before, to take the field againat
these onee war-intoxicsted but now enfecbled Huns.

280. Hence we bow down to the memory of Emperor
Skundgupta, with as much reverence and pride and a sense
of national gratitude aa we might do to any other congueror
like Vikramaditya.

AFTER THE DEATH OF SEUNDGUPTA

281. Bubsequent to the desth of Bkondgupta the throne
of Magadha was uvauarped by hie rebel brother, Purgupta,
whose lack of every sort of ability encouraged the Huns
once again to push forward under their King, Khikhil. In
the reign of Torman, who swcceeded Khikhil, Huns cnoe
again let loose the dogs of war and Kamboj, Gandhar, and
the Punjab suffered most from their horrible depredations
and arson®. The world-famons University of Taxila was
rcoised to the ground®. Thousands of its invaloable books
only served to make bonfire for the Huns.

282, This is another instance thet shows how even the
oationel literature, civilizetion and culture are destroyed at
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the hande of foreign invaders, if they are not defended and
supported by the nation’s mailed fist.

253, Im the mesnwhbile, those Hunnish hordes which hed
go far overrun the kingdom of Persis, and in A.D. 484 put
her King, Phiroz, to death, were now free to join the army
of Torman in his work of reducing India to the same miser-
nble state®?. With his army ao suddenly augmented, Torman
pusbed ahead of the Punjeb into Malsvs and captured it
round sbout 511 A2, along with its eapital Ujjain. When
Torman’s aon, Mihirgula, who was braver and more atrocious
than the father, succeaded to the Hunnisk throne, strangely
enough he became a sincere devotes of the Vedic God, Eudra
and held the cult of Buddhe in the greatest spite,

MIHIRGULA, THE DEVOTEE OF THE
VEDIC GOD

284, Btrange as it may seem the Huns were speedily
attracted to the worship of the Vedic God Rudra at least
from the time they entercd the north-western frontier
provinge. Of these people Vincent Smith says, ““The savage
invader who worahipped his patron deity Shiva, the God of
Destruction, exhibiterd ferocious hostility againset the peaceful
Buddhistic eult and remorselessly overthrew the Btupas and
Monasteries which he plundered of their treasuros®',

THE PATRIOTIC VEDIC HINDUS AND
TREACHEROUS BUDDHISTS

288, In this context the readers are referred to para-
graphe 182 to 204 and 245 to 246 of this book whersin we
have commented on the patriotic spirit of the Vedic Hindus
and the treacherous sttitude of the Buddhists. In order to
vouchsafe this comment of ours this incident of Mihirgula
should be moat significant,

286. Even when this Hunnizh aggreasor Mihirgula had
accepted  the Vedic cult of God Ruodra and  brutally
opprégsed the Buddhists, who bad become inveterate
enemies of the Vedic Hindus, the latter did not sccept his
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political dominance, nor did they ever join him in his
atrocities againat thelr own rivels. In epite of hia avowed
goceptinee of the Vedic cult, Mihirgula was looked upon as
& foreign aggressor and as such & national enemy by the
Vedio Hindua. They avowed enmity towards him for the
sake of making politically free those regions which bad so
far gone under his sway. It cennot be denied that even
amongst the Vedic Hindue, kings like Kamboj and Jaichand
did commit treason earlier or later, but on the whole the
Vedic commnnity bhad all along been hating the non-Vedie
people and had been giving terrible battles for protecting
the independence and imperiel power of their netion
unimpaired. Even the English historians, like Smith, could
not belp mentioning, maybe in malicious termes, this strong
national feeling of the Vedic people. While stating in general
termas that thesse Vedic Hinduas were the born enemies of any
foreign  political power, trying to subduoe the country,
he aays, *Those foreign tribes, Snkas, Pahlaves and Ionlans
{Yavanas), at the time settled in the Western India aa the
lorda of & conguered population, were the objects of hoatility
of the Vedic King Vilivayankur II.......He recovered the
losses which hie kingdom had suffered at the handa of the
intruding foreigners and utterly destroyed the power of (the
Saka King) Nahapan, The hostility of the Andhra (Vedic)
monarch was stifnulated by the disguat felt by all the Hindus,
and especially by the followers of the Orthodox Brahmanical
gystom of the outlandish foreign barbarians®*,

287. It should not surprise the resder if he finds in
this observation of Smith & faint echo of an Englishman's
heart-ache at his own painful experience of the British
Imperial Coloniea.

EING YASHODHARMA

288. Under the ondeeerving and weak Purgupta the
snzerainty of Magadha began to be flonted and disregarded
by slmost every one. Most of the vassals of the Gupta
Empire and even the provinces and principalities began to
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ruule themselves independently. All these virtually subordinate
but petually independent provioees snd  different fendal
lords fenred the political dominenes of the Huns which bhad
by then spread as far as Malava. Everybody was seething
with indignation at seeing a foreign tyrant like Mihirgula
oeeupy the throne of the Great Vikrameditya st Ufjsin,
and every petriotic Vedic Indian was anxious to see the
Huns overpowered and routed st the esrliest opportonity.
Yet none of all these smaller stotes and provinees had the
courage to take any aggresasive move against these Humnas.
Nobody could broach the subject openly.

280, At such & critical time an sdventurous youth
vowed to solve this knotty problem. He was not even a
titular king or emperor. He was merely o smell chieftain,
Yashodharma by name, of & relatively amall principality in
the province of Malava®™., But hisa ambition, his sense of
patriotism and hie daring apirit were &a lofty and powerful
a8 to challenge the might of the mightieat and pompously
styled ‘King of Kings" of the Huns, Mihirguls, snd dethrone
him and to destroy the Hoonish infoence root gnd bramok.

A COMMON FRONT OF THE VEDIC KINGS

280. Firsc of all he organized almost all the neighbour-
ing independent Indian atatea with & view to fight out the
Hunnish mapace?”. Even Baladityve of Mogadhs supported
this organized war effort and uwnder the leadership of King
Yashodharma all these kings marched against the Hune from
gll sides. This well organkesd Indian Army econld do what
none else could think of doing single-handed, and the moat
powerful Hunnish army began to be alaughtered on the
buttlefields of India?.

DEFEAT OF THE HUNS : CAPTURE OF
MIHIRGULA HIMSELF
281. TIn the end, the Supreme Commander, Yashodharma
marched at the head of & very powerful army on Mihirgnls
himeelf, and joining battle at Maendasore or Korur some-
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time about A 528 overthrew the Hunnish dragon for ever.
After o vory savage maen-sloughter Mihirgula himself became
a captive of King Yashodharma®,

202. This singular suoceas rescunded thunderocusly
throughout the length and breadth of India.

203. And in order o0 avenge the numercus atrocities
that Huns in genersl and Mihirguls in particular bhad so far
perpetrated against the Indinn population, King Yashodharms
forthwith ordered the hanging of Mihirgula®.

BALADITYA'S ANTI-NATIONAL GENEROSITY

264. But as soon a8 Baladitya, the Emperor of Magadha,
learnt of this desth-sentence passed on Mihirguls by King
Yashodharma, he, 8a 2 member of the Combined Front,
ingiated that the Hun be epared and be handed over to him
alive. Yoshodharma did se only to avoid displeasing
Baladityn, Whether according to o secret treaty with
Mikirgula to serve some selfish end of his or wnder some
-disastrons delusion of the so-called superhuman genercsity
-coneisting in the release of the deadliest enemy, who deserved
nothing but banging, & delusion which seems almost
permeated throwgh the very veins of the Indisn people,
Ealaditya spared not only Mihirgula®s life but even allowed
him to go honourably to the remnant of the Hunnish terri-
tory ko the north-west?. A grest many yesrs after him,
Prithviraj allowed another inveterste enemy, Mohammed
"Fhori, to go scot fres |

MILK OFFERED TO THE SNAKES BRINGS
VENOM ONLY
(| Payak-panam Bhwfanganam Kevalam Fishwardhan)
205. Thanking his good stars, Mihirgula hurried straight
to Kashmir where he secretly organized the Huns and killed
‘the king, annexed Gandhar, persecuted the people of the
land and especielly liguidated the pockets of Buddhist
influenee after slaughtering wholesale thousands of Boddhist
rmonks and nuns®®,
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2086. It is very difficult to say if fate had brought to
life this Mihirgula only to give a practical lesson to the
Indisn Buddhists who were intoxicated by the delirious idea,
viz. ‘Religious victory waa greater than armed vietory' and
to ehow that without one's own armed support even Heligion
cannot survive the onslaughts of the barbarous enemy's fire
and sword.

297. Nevertheless, these milksops of the Buddhists who-
were aorely distressed at these perseontions did not fuil to.
use the only weapon they had to avenge themselves on
Mihirguls. Only when Mihirgula died a perfectly natural
death, these Buddhiete recorded hiz death in their myths,
sending bim forthwith to hell. *When this demon of a Hun,
Mihirgula, died", they wrote, “and went to eternal hell to
atone for his hatred towards Lord Buddha and to suffer
inhuman pangs, the Earth broke into two by the very shock.
It rained as heavily as the Deluge of Mann, and the birds
and beasts ran helter-skelter orying horribly. Many other
upheavals also took place®d,

207-A, TFor these en-feehled Buddhists, was there any
other way open for consolation than to imagine themaslves.
the unlimited tortures in the infernal fires of purgatory or
the hell or the ‘parak’, as we Indians should like to style the
place, a terrible enemy, whom they dared not think of
harming in the least while yet he lived in this world suffered ?
But wasn't this consolation of these non-violent Buddhists
violent 7 Is it kindness or extreme croelty 7

THE VICTORIOUS ENTRY OF YASHODHARMA
INTO UJJAIN !

205, After wanguishing Mihirgula completely Yasho-
dharma overthrew all Hunnish infuence from the Panchnad
snd after having re-established Indian rule in this newly
freed land, he returned to Malava with his victorions army.
With great pomp and ceremony did thie Yashodharma
enter Ujjain® which had the reputation of being the capital
of India since the time of Vikramaditys, and which he had





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































